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Commanding General,) 

Commanding Genere.l p 1st Marine Division (Rein) p FMF 

Combat Operat:i.ons After Acticlrl Report (OperatiQn Tayl.or Common) 

!
S.) 1st Marine D.1.vis:1on Opera,tion Order 301"~ 

bl CG 1,stMsrD1v Pre&<> 448....6e: 
o ca TF Yankee PragO 1-68 
d TF Yankee Operation Orde:r 1..69 
e Mapel Vietnam 1850,000 .Al5§ Series 1,'lOl4~ Sheats 6540 

III, I'f~ 6640 Ill, IV 

Enol. See index of enclosures, pag~IS i.,H 

1. (0) ,N1cYW8 Operation Taylol? Common (SE~arch and Destroy) 

2. (U) .B!i!! .. 9.f ql!~C?E. ~ 070001H Deo 19M ~ 080800H Mar 1969 

3. (u) IQ.eati2n& Quang Nam FrarlxU)8, RePlbll.c of Vietnam 

4. (\1) C.QntrcAlCo_nd He04guartel~8 Task F()rce Yankee 

Roport\ag Off!~~g 
eG p Te.e k Faroe Yankee 

6. (S) lJik: «<f;1JJizat1.w.p 
Task Foroe Yankee 

:00.11 RC)8s T. DWYER p Jr. 
(27Nov6 B-14Fe'b69) 
roen Sawel JASKILKA 
(15Feb69-BM8r69) 

BGen Ross T. DWYER, Jr. 
(27Nov68Q l4Feb69) 

Det~ Hq lkl (Cmd Group) 

Men Samuel JASKILKA 
(15Feb69~eM,.r69 ) 

Det, 7th Comm Bn 
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DECLASSIFIED 

_~I .. t· • n & d 11 W l.'i"'~~':"~·'= .' 

Detp Rq Bn (TA.OP) 

l~th ITT 

Detp ,d ITT 

Detl) 3d Cl r.r 

Hq Co ( ... ) 3d Marinee 

Colonel SPARK 
(9Dee;6a ... 15 J M.69 ) 
Colonel LAFOND 
(16 Jan69 =11Feb69) 

Detp Hq Btry? 18 t Bn9 12th Marines 

Sub Unitp l'l'T p Hq Bng 3d Ma.r:01:v 

Interpreters (Indigenous)" Hq Bnp ~d MarDiv 

Seet p Comm COp Hq Bnp 3d Mar:Oiv 

PIIU Te8ll1g Kq Bn9 3d MarDi'" 

HSG~·D 

Co B (.,,)(Rej.n)!) 3d Engr En 

Co D (=)1) ~d Si 8m 

lU~!inl~ 

Pltl) Co:6" 3d Engr RIm 

Detp 3d SPBn (BST) 

Lieutenant Colonel. TINOHEY 
(13Dee68=6Fe'b69) 
Lieutenant Colonel KYLE 
(1Feb69<=>23.Feb69 ) 

Detp A. Btryp 1st Bnl) 12th M!.r 

Det p 3d MP BIn (Soout Dc,g TefllllS) 

3d Bn {=liRem)!L3p. Mat L:I..euten&nt Colonel SCHULZE 
.• ~_;II'·' ". . •. 1....".", . .,',1 .~ ,. '.' ,..,J , '~""I. ~. 1 ", ~ M" ~:I~<:JI ',:, '11.'.. ' 
.~, .. 
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DECLASSIFIED 

,.\ II',' I;;;n'~~;:;~i\i\ 
l'iL.rlb '",..,Hldd.n>'a.Jdl Mal' 

l ,~". " ,." .. ,,' ~ ..... , .•. ,~ .......... ~'-

'Plt Co BD 3d l'mgr Bn 

Detll 3d Sf Bm! (SST) 

Detl) )d MP En (Scout Dog TII'-) 

Det II C Btry D 1st Bnl> 12th l~" 

2th HF.~J:ll!!!!l 

HtP 0 I> 5th MG" 

1st ~~J1,.2th ~~!Al 

16t BIllI) $th Mar 

B/1\IJJ. 

DlJl./1 

Y)/l 

eM 

(30Dec68Q12J~9) 

(2J&D69~~~6~) 

(12JIm~~ol?~ab69) 

C 231J1lO69""2l1l"eb69)i 

Det" D Bt1'7D 2d BlllD ll.th Mill" 

Det D ell» B I) bt Imglt' BII 

~tl> lit SP En (!tiT) 

D~tD )!jl MP Bl!!l (S~OIlJ\t Ilog Ttl..,) 

gd ~!Ji 5th MI:lf (Rea) 

(OR:ON )d Half 1,3D1JC66",17FeTOO9) 

2d En» 5th MIIJ' 

Det!) E Btry!) 2d BnD lJLth Mar 

Det!) Co Bb bt EIllglr Bxn 

Detl) 1st SP BJ1I (HS'l') 

DatI) 3tdt HP Bn (Scwt l)og Te .. ) 
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0- ... 

(OFCON 3d Mar llDoc66.17'~)69) 
(OPCON Task Folt'lClll YaDkille 11~Feb69"7M&t"69') 

3d Bn,!) 5th Max" 

Detg Co Bs> hit Engr Bn 

net!) lBt 81' Bn (RST) 

Det,9 :r Btryj) 2d BDi> 11th Miil' 

net S! 3d MP Bn (Scout Dog T~taE) 

~~ (1D$~6a-26Dec68) 

!.I:lll~ (7Feb69",,12Feb69) 

!~JL~ (JLOP'f./1tl69JQ &lar69) 

tiflllltensnt C~lCMJI. NElSON' 

L:ttiJllmt:i1Wli\t C@lQlMl SPARKS 

L1s\Qlte~\IDlt C(!ll~ BOBERTSON 
('7161069"'" 3M11\1"69) 
MlLellllte1lhilIRt C olmel SNEtuNG 
4!laaro9."ft.{m'69 ) 

2d PUI) Co EI) let RecCl®\ Bn (lOJIID69"'2~Feb69> 

]at Plt,!> COl AI) $th ReclOin Ell 

70 (3) ~ .. '9ZP~~!EiL!?!~ 

2d Bn» 1lth Mw 

1st Bn(=)(Rein)D 12th Mar 

JIlt J. 9 3d 800 How Btry 

Plt J." 3d 155 Gm Btrr 

"', ...... Flt AD Jll!lt 115 Gu Btry 

4 

L'lLlllmenant C 0101ne1 INGRANDO 

Lieutelllilll,t C 1010081 J.lMESON 

lJLElUlteHll&i1t C ol~ WHISHAN 
(9D~68~1$Jsm69) 
LieuteNm C0110ul MOSS 
(16Jm.69 ... l11e1b$) 
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DECLASSIFIED 

Det, Btry B. 8th Bnp 4th .Arty Oorps 

K Btry. 4th Bn, 13th Mar 

Tm #3p em Sect .. 

Co B (Rein), 1st Tk Bn 

4 th Pl. tw Co AI' 3d AlItl'rao Bn 

3d. Plt\1 Co ... \it Mf lID. 

Co Bp let SP Bn 

Detp MP CO>Il Hq Br1 

C&:O Pltp Co A, let Mad Bn 

Det, 18 t Dental. Co 

FLSG"'A. FLO 

Sub .. Uni t #1 (Rein) 9 HA.G-16 

MATOU..o7 A, MAG-12 

Det9 15th Aerial Port, USAF 

Det, 7th Engr an 

DAOO, 1st MAW 

ASRT "Bttp 1st MAW 

b. Artiller.y/~~ 
--~.~~~ ... ,~~ 
(1) At ·the inception of '!eliJk Foroe Yankee. Artillery SUPllOrt 

for foroes committed. to Operation. Te,ylor COJIIm)ll was '\;0 be provided by 
24 Battalion, 11th Marinell (Rein)6 18:t Battalicmp 12th Marinee (-) aDd 
elements of Foroe A:rtiller1 Batteries: located a1;; An lIce. Thusp the 
supporting artillery batteries were Cl,rgan1zed under a Field Artillery" 

.. 
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Group structure to paT'allel the Or'gam.lJat~.ow. IStl"WClt,wr~ 'lilt TIlJ!Ik: Ji'lor©6 
Yankee. Thi. Ol"gal'ldlliltiolUJl. IIItnctve pr('vided f'l>l' 1~lm\b111 ty it.Xll& 
balanc& in eoemand, and eOOl"diuting relattO!llJShi~6 

(2) On 10 Dect&l1lllber 1968, 1st Fielcl Arl1l1~ll":f Glf(6J\ll\lf" SJ?J:fel\W11ll91\\ll 

operational control of all artillery =Ui: :in the ifllOrllOO" C~lll !O. 
The Art111eory Org~1sation tttW' Ccabl.t "SlS ~~I!IUltially ill!1 1f@11wf5s 

1st Field Artill~ Group 
2d !lnl) 11th Marws (Rllin) 
lJrl B~I) 12th Hl\l"ines (= }(l/;$1mI~ 
Plt 'D 3d. 800 How BtrJ' 
Plt AI) 3d lSS Gun Btr,r 
Plt A» bt 17S Gun BtJrY 
Det ... Btl'1' BD 8tlh Bnl) 4th Arty COJr);»Il!) 
x: Btll70 4th BllIle l.)th Marines 

GIS: 'fask F(<)lre& I~:~ 
DIS ~th M<&lf:ll.llllSIS (R~1m\» 
D~ ,31dl .hl)Jlri1!l$~i ( CD) 
GIS 'half. F@Jt©e Ii~ 
GIS T6lBJr F@ree Iilll h'ie 
GIS Taei£: P'W©® I~ilb® 
GIS TilSk FW(<lie I~~$ 
GIS Tut F©ll!"ICE!l I_Jil@ 

0) l!it F1eld Artill<s1'7 Group in Illddition to the .U~i(W~ @ff 
General s~wort of TalJk Force Yame diecl:w-gE14 the l!'i!IfiPOllllS:fl.b1Jl:ltll ~@f> 
the Counter Roobt/Battel'Y prograll in the TllSt P'iM"tel91 AO iIJ1l\d t(Q~~ilIt'1>~" 
lel7' support for the Southern RecOJnlBI.issaince Se~t~H$ v 1,~e.~ i!lU~ 
of lat, MariN Di:rl.sion RecoMai.5sanee IMI,rl~ swth IOf ths 60 E"w 
Gndlj.n8 o 

(4) The ut Field Artl11_17 Gr'ouPI) T_k Ol'gam.~.iI1 t'c>Jr' 8lW~t 
of Opera tim TIV1<OOr CODllIOX1l .... as .. tOlll .. & 

1st Field Art111er,y ~o~ 
2d BnS) Uth MIllr":ln!l1l 

D/~r.iDl 
E/2/JLl 
F!2!.U 
W/:e:/.U 
T/2/11 
1/2/11 
W/31/.ll 
H/3/ll 
BIUl3 
w/lI13 
c/lIl) 
w/l/J12 

1st Bn!J 12th Marines 
it./.!I.jjJ,2 
c/1I12 
2d PrOY 1/12 
Mit Plt» lBt Searchlights 
LIMl 

I/4/l) (SP) 

"t 6 rlnn 
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1'1 t A, }d 801 How (SP) 
Pl t A, ;d 155 Gm. (SP) 

DECLASSIFIED 

Det, Btry B, 8thBn, 4thArtyCorpi 
Fit A, 1st 175 Guns 
Ted #3'1 eM{ 5eGQ 

• 
(5) The maximum density of l3rtillary tubes by oa.1:1.ber BUppnrt:iJ.lg 

Operation Taylor Oommon wtW BZ3 foJl.l~:twaa 

40 2" Mortars 
4,,2" Homare 
1<.15 MM How Tn 
155lJLMlIow Tn 
155MM How SP 
l55MM Gtm SP 
81lt How SP 
175 Gun Sl? 

14· 
6 
48 
12 
6 
;. 
~ 

,..,4 
TarAt 94 

(6) DilJposition of Ar.til1oo::y Supp=t in Base Area 112 .foll~ed 

the natura.l JrogresBian ot the tactical eituati.oo a.M. de'rel.o~t of 

the Oombat Opera.ti.(llnel. Bases (OOlPs) and Fire Support B_f.18 lPSBos)o 

Tha FSB'e were seleoted and develol,ed in snoh 8. man.ner that they wre 

lII1tuaJ.ly suppcr.table and gave the greatost degree of depth 1!!l supporting 

the ground gaining unite·RCf, organ.ic reConnaissance teams operating in 

BA 112. The Artillery poll! tione l«l~ated on the FSB's were pre ... 

seleoted and well dClfeloped. prior to battev"i';:t~pano.y. .Artillery 

liaison personnel ooord1.nati.ng with the eng'lnEler oonstruction effort 

produced exacting position refineD¥a~nta. Gun l>its were ooostruoted 

with m1ni~..aozers to provide suffichnt be!t'm proteotio.n from eneD\Y ac­

tion. Steel planked decking was ledd for soUd!) level tr'awers1ng of 

the 105 lrlM How Tn and in addition Ii small reinforced platform vss 

cons1:x'uoted for the 155MM How TD's ~'speed-jack" enabling them to 

rotate 360 degrees in any firing direction. Trees were thinn&d and 

toppt!ld ware pooeible to d8V'elop fjLelds of f1:l~e for both direct and 

ihdireet fire m,issi.me" Alnnmti tiOI1 storage berms were ereoted for iso­

la.tion of munitions and. for protecUon of personnel Md equipmento 

(7) The following chronological data indicates the pattern of 

F'SB development~ the specific batttaries that were tactioally posi.., 

tioned for direct supporti ahd the loca.tion and tube density of the 

selected FSBts. 

l.01320H De~- K/4/13(.,.) FIll (An Hoa.) to U,itl.:r~~.~ AT 64304190 
(4) .. 155MM How SP 

121700B Dec ... F/2/l1( ... ) Fa (Alo. Hoa) to (LBlJ\ce) AT 79674061 
(4) ... 105MK How TD 

1 d I & 
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• 
141800R Deo- T/2/11 Fm (An Boa) to (LanCie) AT 19674061 

(4)=155MM How TD 

141000R Deo- 2d PrO't' 1/12 Fm (An Roa) to (111I1:e) ZC 19204560 
(4)<o155Mlo1 How TD 

161905R De')'" A/l/l'2: Pm (An Boa) to (Pfre) ZO 193C'4500 
(6)'~105MM How TD 

2Ol300H Deo- cAh.2 Pm (An Hoa) to (Spear) ZO 18414014 
(6) ... 105NM BQw TD 

261200B Dec .. Jl!!lt Pltp JLlJlt, Searohlight Btlcy dittlplooed Me l.:igb.t 
to (Lan~e) AT 79,0401.0p (P:Uce) ZC 19204540~ (Spear) 
ZC 16404010 and (DI!'Igger) ZC 166lO~65Q! 
(4) .~Se~~hl1~tB 

:301630H DiKlc> F/2/Jl.1( ... ) Fin (:LaMie) AT 79614061 to (Olilltl&f.S) 
ZC 1.:;,6:;;65 
(4)=105MM Bow TD 

31.17,OH Dec'" J.t/4/n Fm (An Ro&,) to (Cui:JLQIIs) ZC 13383568 
(4),»155MM How TD 

011400R JsJ1<D WI3/11 (Det.) Fm (Am lio>a.) to (Dagger) zc 14374098 
(2)",H@vtar 

011100H J8Jl- T/2!l1. Jim (Lance) AT 79314061 to (Liberty Bridge) 
(4)",155MM How TD 

201600H Je.n- 0./1/1.2 :pm (SpMr) ZC 18414014 to (Max-.rell) 
ZC 09744192 
(6)".105MM How TD 

2118}OH Jalm- Dp/n(~) Fm (Alll Boa) to (Dart) ZC 148328JL3 
(4,) .. 1C1jMM How Tn 

291~15H Jan- W/3/11(D®t.) Fm (Dagger) ZC 14314098 to (Hill 321) 
ZC 09404610 
(~).,.Howt .. 

011400R Feib .. A/!/12 rm (Pi.ke) zc 19;04500 ~ (Tomahsw) 
ZO 01824104 
(6)~lOSMM How TD 

021620H reb.> 2cll ~<f 1/12 P'I!Il (F':1ka) ZC 19204560 1'ro ('.[iomalunk) 
ZCJ ~!J~~ 4117 
(4)",,155MM B@ll' TD 

3 1 
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• 
041ootOllI: F8b~ FI2/:l',,1(-) hi (I~tle.p) ZCl Jl,,8}5,65J ~@ (B@l@) 

ZC 08222119 
(4)"",Jl,05MM ~w Tn 

04l800R Feb ... W!;/l'J., (D6to) Fsn (HUl ,21) zo 0940461(Ql ~~O COB 

(B"tt1~ A.1:e) ze 091!l,02JL 
(3)e,JJoJwtar 

051700R Feb .. Lf/4/11 hi (O'll.tlass) ZC 13;~;568 to (Bolo) 
Z('l 06222711 
(4)'~155MM How Tn 

03100011 Feb ... :Q/2/n(",) Fill (Dart) ZC 1483281} to (Saber) 

'lJJ, 0234345«> 
(4)=1.05MM How TD 

. 1.5103OH Feb- lsi Plt!) let Searohlight Bu'y l"m (Lance)p (P~,ke)!) 

(Spear) and (l)agger) to (An Boa) 
(4)c>Searohl. :1ghts 

152040R J'.b~ LY/4!l],(=) I'm (Bolo) ZC ~)8222711 \:,0 (Ma:xwell) 

ZC 09114117 
(2.) ",,155»1 ll@w TIl 

161045H Feb- Ai~..j.l~ h. ('lOlaaa.bawk) ZC 01824104 to (An Hoa) 

(6)-105l101 Row TD 

161200R Feb- 2d Prow 1/12 Fm < ~omah9.'-lk) ZC 01664161 to (An. &Ja) 

(4)-155MM How TD 

161440H Feb- LY/4h.l~=) FIll (:Bolo) 'l/J 08222Tl1 to (Tomhawk) 
ZJ:$ 01.6641 en 
{ 2) =155)IM B@ ... , 'I'D 

161440:8: F~1b .. r/2/1')..( =) F'm (B@JL@) ZC ()6222'1l9 to (T@maha'lolk) 

ZCJ 01804181\1) 
(4) , .. ]05* lB!IN' TD 

161500H Feb.,. w/!i/jlJl{~eto) FD (Battle "Axe) ZC 09133021 to (An &80) 

(3) <~Horlar . 

171430R Feb ... 0/1./12 Pm (MllXweU) ZC ()9144192 to (An Boa) 

(6) "'l05MM Hcnr TD 
t. 

11ll430H Feb- D/2/11{~) Flm (Saber) ZC 02343450 to (Maxwell) 

ZC 09144171 
(4)c,105)1M Ht>1rl TD 

·.n .• 
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• 
051800R Me:r:- F/2/11(-) Fm (Tomahawk) 7.0 01804180 ttP (~Boa) 

(4)-105MM Bow TD 

05.lS30H Mar ... LY/4!11(-) Fm (Tomahuwk) 'l.tJ 01664111 to (Au. Hoe.) 
(2) -155MM How TD 

06U45B Mar- LY/4/11{-) Fm (MaxWE~n) ro 097,'4171 to (Ali Boa) 
(2")-155lti How TIl 

061745H Mer", D/2/11( ... ) Fm (Maxwelll) ZC 097441'17 to (Ml. Boa.) 
(4)~ ],05MM Row TD 

(8) Fire Support Cioordina.tion wat, esta!)U~od t;.t, tJi).<) &raBI~ Fi()J::t'Oei 
lev'"el'U Its tunct,ion was to plan for and to ooardiruLte all su.ppoX'ting 
arms within the AO es'iiabliehed for Ta.Bk Jrcroe Yamkeu.. The J6CO ensm:'6d 
that all supporting a:rms were eoOMD,Oal:~ elllplo;r~ toO their l!!Il.U:imwn 
effectivaneee and within their requisite degree or !1aJ.\Mlf<> The ~OO 
operated '¥rUh:tn the pa:x"amebrs Bet ror~h :in. Division OrdOlc' ro~'OO.l~ 
The Standj.ng Opex:ating Procedure Fo~ Firll Suppori; Cioordinati(»x o 

(9) The oolooe.t1on of .An Hoa Dirlec:t Air Support Citent&' (DA.SC) 
and Ta"Ik Fcro!9 YMkae FSCC greatly eti"~ted a redoo't:Lo!! of time 
neoe88~ to prooe~1J fire miss:f.ona'lo "Sa·~~a,~pla.ne8" :initiated by t;hp 
FSCC were i!AUll!diately processed and suPPt,rt:Lng air divertl"'u k't.iii;. ~,t.t 
areas and from the flight path of &rUUery rounda. The abUHoy of 
the Fire Support CoorcU.natol' to work dir1eotly with the DASC Coordinator 
held restrictive fire plans and cheok-£il~e$ to a minhrum throughout 
the Operation. No unusual situations we:r:e enoountered whioh mater1.ally 
hampered or regb,J]fjted the effectiveness in coordination of supporting 
Brma during the Operati Olho 

(10) The d1",'ool.l sUpp()rt and gene:ral Plupport bs.t,terieap l!Ii5 an 
aggregate, operating within the Field ArtJ1.11,gry Gr(illp ~~~UC'M-II} re­
sponUEtd to aom0 6,640 obl3erveOl tira m,ws ion a!) 4s 181 tI.!tobaervoo fi.:J::oo 
missiol'l.!l and 9p165 ha:ra.~IiI:iJlg Met intet'd:L,etir.lg fire l'1i8SiOIl3 0 T.he 
2O p586 missions f:lLx'oo ooooltntad for. a total t)xpe.nditul~@ of 2)lp650 
round.s of all oalibers a.nd tYPaBo The followi.ng table is a break·, 
down of ro\mdS expanded by t.ype I'iJld calibor from 1 Deoember 1968 
tlu:'ough 8 Ma.roh 1969, in aup~:r.t of Opera,t1on T83'lor Commo,u& 

10) H 155 Ii 155 G 80t H 115 (4 -- ... 
~ 

HE 26 p794 161,813 39 p 866 a.oJ~~ . 2,665 29590 
~- - - ,.~ ... ~ 1-'---

WP 993 5p760 19 145 121 
""--' "" -

ILL 1,901 35'615 19661 4,2 r'"25 

-- ---., ....... 
Tc:Yl'ALS 29 p66S 171p188 43~272 2g2Cl2 29710 2g590 25 

~_~~..", .... ~WJ"~ _"~ 

:>11]650 ] -------
10 SA 

'~'N(,,;".lE S I "1, ") 
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- (11) WithJn BA 11211 he-slY Q<OJ'o:ble a.~,d. ii;T.'i,plB ©B.Inl©Wv 'it,h~(I)lk: 
forest a:rea am :rllggeil p i.vUI.MeSs1blEl ·t~l"'a.:in r'tidUrI"li!1. t.hi> 81IL'f1r~nl~til intormaU.o.rr. n.orlalEdl,y gltlal~d f.rom torw8X'd ob.!!ler<lfEil's~ lti:1i: Obii11:1"0'(e.r~ am. reooM.a:f.ssa.!Atle tes.mE!e 1'he following ill a 1;,a.'itl'i'Jl~t~.cn (if s,'r'tillIi!rY nd.8s:im BUI.'Veillanoe.e J('ltlcei1l"ed from obF,jElrv~~s d:urir.g the p~:rr.~d, cof 1 D~)&mbe.1t' 1968 through 0 M81r(.~h 19698 

KIAue 
P.ro'ibla'bll: KIA UI9I 
Sl!Clondary E:x.:plos ions 
Stru(.';t'wI£lS Destr@yed 
B\lIt1'ks-r:s Dee tr((l)yed 
S t;t>~\); ibllTr~ DaJMged 
Bwllk:er~ Damag~d 
Boat1!l D®etro>yed 

~1/9 

4~:9 
101 
13'1 
'50 
,'!9 
Jl.J 
J151 

CUt) Ne.1/'eJ .. Gunfire sUPP'lrted OperratiCilti. TayJ].oJr.' ComlQl,1tl },c'lE!r.'= i(Jd1claJly frl(;ill~ r{ D~E'iI!l1her 1968 through e ~:(3h 1969f> ThlSl [!upp:oo"i:!ng NGJ' W88 .ms.in4r db':'~ted a.t eneJillY fortifj,Clations looated :llIll the GIQI Noi leland areao 

(~ 'J1b.e .fOlll~)wing a1l'lIlmniti,on wail t&XPe'ZII,d<!d through the 
~Of'e per~~d8 

1L6i1)jJ 510 OaIibe:r. 26Jl 

81H1 50 Caliber 585 

6nn 41 CalibElt' l 

5i~ }6 C s.1.1b elf 1L2 
~~~~::, 

TarAt 859 

h) The fol.lowi.ng eJurlfeina.tMe~ arid battle damagif< MiS\9816~ menta as a :r?~'ilU t of Naval G\!lJIl( F'i:t'e were @ibseJNl'ed by airborne and 
g:t'Otund cib!!l (ijlr.'\\f<e1C8 g 

Bioornkers D~troyed 
Bunkers Damaged 
Stx'\l!otulree Destroyed 
St.rU~t'lrSB DMlsg6d 
hSJt),(llhHJali D98trayed 
'lTMll:1.!l1lil' Deeil;:r.'lOyed 
Boats DEfiII troye:d. 
Br:higee Dest,royed 
St;oo:'age Sites Desi;r(lyeC!, 
Tlwm&l Compl.exeB D~BtrOlyed. 
S~tOMsry E:T.plosiom.!! 

34 
26 
23 
1,2 

425 M.t£s 
~~70 ~ters 

JL 
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(1) g,;.~~t~!:.~t<) On 11 Dooembier l%8p th,e a~r operatAollel f\cn:' Task 
FlOJrce Yank$4!I (Uomm~nced as the otJc,.upa.tioJn~ <1:1£' llA 112 1,~.g'al~o The (J)plra= 
tion wa,..".1 almo~lt el),tire1l.y depe.ndent upitln heJ.:iCCipt~s, trrr. !Illa,l~1ir. t.:r<QlOP 

, 1IICnl'9mtnts o resu,ppl.y eJtj,(I. re:©(i)I,:\t~aj\'~SaJr!(l~·, d'~~ to thE' dem:,~ jt'laIg1l~ a:o.l(l th~ 
moWltajJlOU~ t6J:':t:a;li,lil' whiC"lD. :E.'a.~l9d 1It~ hrt.1ghtel t;o 1145 l(!X.!l'l(;®.1t%', (I~Z BIS:I;;tl~ 
A"f:e)., HG~.:!r.;'jpt~' I(ill,9p@>J:'t for.' Task F(QIl'Ci'1 Yan1f.ree 14'ael pl!"(\)'wi.rBl~ 15' ~Isd~(j 
wd ts looate1il a.t. ~~bl(lJ Moru,rt-atn Air' Fa,c:it,:U,ty ~d ~~,u Bf(,io F@:Jr ~h~'t 
per 1001$ of. t;lI1l1ip .Ar»v Cm·:·5 4~ CBc4"r 9 and W""lE eral~lIshiI' ~~;1C;,"l:tJj(t al~@ 
wer. ut:Ubed. ~Ull ~lDnjWl.@1:,im 'With and tCI &1JglMlO\ t MJ:~l';liJ(A'~ t.r~H!I""Opt;(/jI:n!I 
;lJm CIrceI" tiOl l!I1a.l,nt·ain M,d !9IOOtU'f) t.ht'l 'Vit:l~~, ~i\~,ppJl.y Jj.:iLn(i! ~\('" We .t:h·'i!: 
8UPPlX't 'bM es fjJmd \i~,'!1.~.1t1il1 ~I.!i:\ 1~lh~ .tJLel.olo Atr F((\l1('@@ f.:b;:~ \w:)1,'5i8' ~11'~JPJ.Q(.)2~i!; 
w~ pro"t'ideOl by the l:d:h A(!lf:ii.al Pf}~t Sq:~leilJc@ID.p '\lI,1:fll h;:llJ~~ O~;JL3/0ill (!d12::; 
and 0""1 tIl'a.neip«1nr>'~; &b'~Jl:'ad"\\;" Air Foll'©tl M'-041 (SNoI~;r)) wnd ACldJl.19 
(Shadow) firesbips: w~e: aWiai.la'ble wOn Oilllin to TAlEiik Frrlft'«'\® 'Jrwrukee f:t'\(JlID 
the 14th SPf<~bJ Op8f.'atfwil'!$ W:Lne" S~:.&'il l1lI,;tssi«(m aJx'lQtK't'lft, .for 
Ar~li8ni, eJAd Comlha1l; TlC'ap W"crps W.,-iC'9 jf':ftat:~8<el'& '1;;1a thE~ A:~ FOJi~\jElo 
Ux FoJr.©~ ~A.S aire:raJ~'t fl:'aggllil~ t.hr©ltlSh rlalglf:ln alllcll ~U\Oi~(ts :in th@ 
a'r.~s als~ we:r'l~ uil,JiJ 12100" F:b:l!Id wing 1m:i:\l;s it"f the Is~~ JraJ~l.Jri.~ Ai:t'll~ra.n 
Wimg ]li."'odded (,1",150 F~llarelSh:1lP8fl }!"=4°~1l J~"4n:!:1i~ Ar06Aos ~I'ld OV,.ll\') 
a.ir()1l·a£·~ tm'cmgholJ)',,\: the tlPll!l<1r.a.1.\;:ll·Ollo 

(2~) .A;~~tJ~t~~.~QJ1],j'~'9:j:;j.~"o DUt':hI8' Opt)nti'!;iu '1"e,y].(i5)X (Y1I')IK!illOOnl1 
the tUR'I.e;t:h;;n oi" the Ta!!!lk F<OIrLi;:~' YeJ1likee A:tr' Se.~)t1.4.llII'1 was to ©«llordinate 
all j'ixEld wi.1Jg :requestsp h€ll1.l\'Jop\t;e:r requeB,ta and AO rfique~ts re,~ 
cetwed f'rCim BattaUL<tlIn and Reg:buental AWlso The Ai[) :1J:8queats we:u 
rewiewed to elo.e:ure proper ©oardnai..l00'L :9.111& to a1fo:i.d d'llpli©atlollll (!)f~ 
AO eor ties" F:t'i:od. wing Bar'tie :til!:que sts were ~hetJ:kli!ld too ensure: 
proper fuz5mg and 01'dJrAaldI.©$ for thtii targ'let d~lS~ribed.o H'31@ ~~'queSi ts 
were chee:Ji:.ed aTad (lom'/oJin~ when foiMibleo to provid,e mirAi.J!l!,:~l m:i~8i.on 

. dursUo~. conlJ::ie,t~)·~ with ma;dmu.m 1l.lr(:,j.JLizati,om. of helJi.O«!l)prl1elf: ~~~tj~o 
The r equtilll1 'il.;s w~rl/!l t"b.eJffi i;eb)'tl~)l!l~"d ~.;o ihl9' D:hd $1 ©In, ,A:J\:r' Of. fi© er II 
u$i~' WE.I twel'H: l1i}.1\~ .f1xad 111V:l.Jl8' (ul~d the .1ti,'lll<E li!cAttIJ D((!:)I@ r@qu~\~t f.o.T:JW 
apJn'~ow$d by the J.~t Mlr.1rl~ Di<wiSliom,o Ad01Jt,io.n81 (oo,~)l~dj;na'ti(VJn w:iLth 
the TMk b\()I;J:;'i2($ Yalll!kif€l jSQ~ anOl M. HL\i'& D.ASCl weal ];'®q~j:'~'" t~ ma..tu\~,~ 
OIS8.H)~o."P.il8JUeoo j'l.Jf1\fo:('me.tiIPP i'c(,')l,' th\9i pr~'r~e©t,i@Jn [If "J.l e:~..'t'©:r.'af."\r; C(iP~$lp 
ting 111\ Task FIOJlr:'©e Y:aJOk~eu s )"0. Dwr,'iXlg the d~ t.n!! Ai:Jr' S~tl:tltDlJtJI ID'OIycd\, .. 
tor'eO. f'i'lC$O. w.1.ne: al!).d paf.'ti(:ula:fJly hel:f.((;\,op1iel' (,)Jp~at,ims 1;01 $n81U\.1l:'e lil1&X= 

iDmJl. ut:lllizaUolllill :tu ordet' of prio:lCi tie:s 8S81lgRll.edo with aMiClt.s: 8,Tail= 
abho Pe:r:i0 direlall¥ p hf.\lielOlpters wetrel diwe!L"1l\~d ~ .ne©®~fjJ8l:'Y to X'efloot 
ohanging p:rilOr'it:le", all'lld emeitgenoy alwathlJM1 8$ thflY @@©~~d~ A 
lMndatory fun.tCltioJQ( of th® M.:t' S~@ti()im., 1W.e,s to reqUE!Slt additio)(J8.1 ~uPPm't 
as neeessa,ry to relJ:n.af .. 'H~i s,i:x:'cra.f'o(t that Jreti.lr1l1ed io theji,r 'tolMtS vi tb 
moohaniM.l difftiOlI1~~1 ty ()x' maxill1Jm). n iglhlt Ui'!,(j)'W 1imeo ~.':lng the tOLa.;;rp 
frequent: :Ua:i.stOlJll was r<elquiJN!!d wi th SUp~@lI't:hlg iUln.i ta regt«'ding a~an,~· 
abili tV' of Q.II!IW8ts! and delays .or ©slQl.tOleUatiOlM of a,iNraft fi'S88'~ f'O(!C' 
the Task F'~r~il!o TM8I (j:o,ntinual mofl:ll.toring prLO'foo. n~e0!~sry throughout 
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the eni:u'fj op<ers:U(f). and ~ 1~·ro!lUllNla!. 1liiV lbie 'th<i!l IH:CS ~l:; ~fj(®,(4lIWr!';' lIIt~thod <aI.t 
enhan©i~ll8' tlh.E< tJ.l;.t:ijj.z ati ((lIJoi (Oi~ ~~i.Jr a~II9®Uie 

(,) ~~t~~l~Po<Mll!t~~lJRl:o St:aJn&l:r(1 m:i.alsiCiJl't\ kl1'!ll!.ll;lbe,t15i 
Wel;'(lii IWsig'ned fpo T.'/l,silt It'Cl::~'©® Yall~!:I{'1~~ .f((\1I' UIU;I am:: ing' OfX!1'rat1.ll.>llti Te.yl<f>tr 
Clommt))Jno Thf'!se 'W6r.'e as f,!)l:ILll~)'ii'Si:l 

MSN C' 50 Task: Fil:ilYlG~! Yanl~ee C;©lIlIDaJlld &: (~:Ijl"ltt'lj)l (eG) 

c. 51 Aet:'ial Ob$g''(I'a ti 011 (~~~bo:re,,a \oIling)) 

Co' 56 V;1l,!llua;~ Re~0Ii>lmM.l!jl..iJ~61~~~ iCj~ R®qut'.-lad\:,:lix-;g UrAi.i~flp C&£J 

,.., ,,? S~~.al L:ilgletfltiliSl (U~~e @f AT'~ m~:'-J"14Q~) 

Thea!! lidj!oi.!:d!l!& ~Iati!~f.°~l~d aJU, tJIA~ ~'@qu:l1'f.ermi1!!l\t~ ~.e~'elop®d bJy TasJ{, FiI.')r~eJ 
l8l1k::ee t.o 8JCl(lomp.l1~ih the ew'\.t' il'mpp<9l!'t @)Pff:r:ll~;~,I()lJ1J~ dtm'ing Tqlm' C1@nuoolCJ.o 

U~e of a tsnda.i'~d lild~sj,~n i1kUmbilOC'!J p'l:'~I!!{j to b® aIEl en'~ tlWtl llDfrfu~d @f. 
dt'eQ,lUle9ting au' ~pet::t.Jt>f,~ taskil o 

(4) !1~.JIl.t~.~~~,o) R$©~d kelpimg 'C)l£ ai:re.l"a/t lreCirebe4 
1I'Si1 I!illlilj\(ill.ai~(i)Jr.1 :fJl11. or-del" to lJni!i.ll1!.f.l\3'il '~lhl~ &::l.:r: asS r~t5 p!?<OIpedy () A h®liiQ:opter 
'tIOrk l~~(l; EiXi.d g:lt'l\)Iult'Jd t:fi.m& l@g;;, Wt?1ij pr©d1Ci~~ed. looall!y by Task FIQ1f©<!J 
YWtfe ,lit,r to ~Ij)1<01mpl.i~h th:l.,.~,' obj~t;tw,;eo S~e: ~Jnf<)lJI.<OIfjUUS (JJ.) aJnd (2)0 
Mdi:ti,on&.::J~ a liJ1l~a:r grapkil.((:; ,50:'failabiad'l,ty ©ha;t,,~ W8.l'1i dewelOlped t@ 
dep~©t thl! progress ~r th~ pI:':ffrc;r:tty !Ii111~$;1on~ (M3N 521) 5'0 54)0 s~ 
IfjndClI!iUt'6 (3;)0 TJtMlllii6 gr'apm prli'l"i'l':i1ded a qul(O:K: r'ex,a.'lfe.ne:e as tCli how m&r\Y 
aKld \Wha.t t,~pe' he]4)llll 'OIre:re wo.tki.rl8 mUlI!d.ons on a.n h@ll!.rly bas 15 0 These 
Clharts e~lll~ alE<l~~ 'ro give rapid inf.'iDlrmaU.oo 1:;ro, 'task FiOlr©e l'a.~ee ." 
Staff S~tiom aM were; utiHzed for b:rieting pm-pooeso AniOlther ClhartD 
IlIThe Da.~,lY HeJl(\jJ SilllJlllnarYuu,9 ut:lLl:tzcd f~ bli:'ief1"ng the Task: FlOlroe Yankee: 
CG i:Uld distiJ1lg1.l,ishetd guests" depi«;:ted f~ rapid a:pJpl"aisaJ .. p daily haU"" 
(Q)opite,!:' ll),:i.l!l1sion~ with the d69:lr6ld iitatistics @fi agrr;lr.af't req'ill\estsd p a1r~, 
c.;rojl"\t; f.rags'fd v &©t1Lual &:lirm's.,N lr.'e©ehdp pla.nJii\8d1 b,1\il\\iIl"aI Clf W3ev howe 
:t'etClehYed p groUlll\d hlQJUX'e 8Ir1d net hoUlts :rr~ei\o/~o S~e CI.rt(~1~81Ure (4)0 

, {5J ~ ~~~=§,b.j;~~~,o F£C,,:li n D~~(&)~<9lr: / ~~96B W» 8 Y~©)m 1969 p 

tJo\e iollcl"loYl!'Jg &s'ta'l\:,l.I1tiCle fQr bdi@@pt®l' Q,n,d .f:J~x~ wiXJg w~~.l'ift <o>f 
Oper-aUCJ),il'A 'JIayJ1.CCd' CiOlmII'.I.QIU W(lJ.t'~' ©©!l\p;[(~~d ,f:r~.1Ii\ r~©'rdll k~pti '~y the Task 
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FC!lJre9 .t.nd from additioN,], r(t!~©)~ it:8~ \by the liltt \l1Ilr!!j~i JL)!tViLJ)J;:tI@4~() 
'Thasoc, st;atbtie8B lfE!tl~[jt thifl w.ltd pm a:.~LJr p~~®dt bl, '[,!bot&!! (ijryP(V1"SJ.1!;,~.((»JQ\ 
8!lld will plty in 15:btl\.~,aI" ~lr'6t:lL~ i1ll1 tM hl.tlOOfh 1lm ,lMIldJl.t:ll.@J1\l"9 
enelosUf'6 (5) g1"&pM,IC;t1U,y' f«h:lL1b:lLts t;h<al «ltpl~1v~ Ib©Vi!Qb ltl!l"1ghfu \ll~If~ ~.(:;) 
&@C'C8.N and deVM©p ~~lehet,f!dl p~.;;1t,1@roo alild ©pell't'at:ltJiijl 1b~:e&il; ~,)'Ill, Jail ~]'Jl,~)o 

C loM Au SII1pj!)@i':"ft, 
ASB'1 (TPQ'"'lO~ 
B~8,ct\()JlO. HIQJp!! 
'rOT..U8 

BOO TONmfGE 
e-~Z-"":IIIt.:~.:::'=:] 

V;1,8W RfI~@lll\D Artilltte:r>y sp@tv T.ltC(AJv ~IOV'""l(;J) 
F'l~ Dlr@p/lildiI01 R~Jl.aW1> (C.,.,111) 
~..:..t:'c Dr@pnfu~ S\l1.\lP1Pl"e~doo~1> (J.C",,41 1J .A,C=:U~D C""~JlO) 

C~g@ TOl1l\n8g8 

MIBlU TOJrKl1J&gl@! 
lP_e~Dgellr'e: 

1900 
lAlla 
4~) 

HHl.ICOJP'fh"R SUF'lPICRT 
a..~~~~~~ 

I~JHQ) 
J1.~~ 

)1~2k 

r5)9~ 
1)1 

i&31lOrn, 

UXIT HOURS PAI MEDEVMlSi '!ONB CABGOI lJ!lITm 
KrO:16 Jmr' S~r;JJ60l 

<""~::.:~-:-.;;;::, 

==='1iW1r""=~'= ... 
MJ;(0)6, 4610J .'3l!)ra)]~ c:> 14~' 
US A~ ]i~l OJ e, ;; TtOTJ...'tS '5~fJ>~! <=xI;o-m 11» '$) 

]has 
h1 
~~ 

~BTIESl 
]~~ 

1D 1(QlJl 
_lo,Ql~ 
~ 

(6) !~l~i©oE~~.lf=~~lt"~~a.!'jtJ!tUl~!lj!i:~S%l'o Too f",~toc~ d'f~tfuwg 
hell~optell' I!lUPP~ WilIll?'tlB tiT d.3l'clfii'Rt:. ~~'$Ii:1\1l\hl8ld W@~OO\\1I.~ ah'©~$lfft;, ll"~"" 
ceindll ill ciep:lLlCtl9d lb~l~JW.8 (10) 'IIAt~'~ (©) !!I~mtw @it laJmld~ 
Z<Q1M~ 9 (do) 11t'.t1©1t11XlI(CJ/' crPt th'f. _it~· lhillOcll.11llllg thlll iQ1W 1l\~f!le'~!!1 ~ m 
(til) the ti.meJJ.l1.M~e: @t tM &~lt"<I!tt illr'lrlvbg for _1l:1g!MJ:dl lilPlit!d,@M~ 
ThEise ta~t@!'~ v8l1":l\.<ld flr .. dq t~1 dlt,yo T}m:~lm ©@Mt,almt 1&l1ru~i~'Lli\D 
thtl vU'lablM Wl9l'@ e;OOD\peill!l!Illtflu t~ aM "'t,f'I!l©t1w~ \IlltU1tl8\t,i@l!!l @t ~ 
craft Y68 &~h1ev®do 
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lJELIQQrl'JL~L~ 

ATg. Datl:J A't'8'. Dail7 ~M. i:Lteiq:lllles ~ed T~t. Reoe:li:'fed 
....B.lDuefl.1U J~~.~ 

UH-1E 1 1 ~~~ 85 

UR-1E(G) 6 5 499 441 

CH-46 12 10 1044 814 

CH-53 4 3 399 265 

UlI-34 0 Ol 2 21 

CH-41 0 0 25 :2'0 

Oll-54 JL .JL CI~~~:'" --L 

TOTALS 23 19 :2064 1119 1C1r 8~ 

(1) .P...:f:!eo t Air Ssppprt C8!1tV (DAt?,ol. lim support of Operat1«m 
Tqlor OomJllOl!l.p A.n Rca DASO oOJJ1.lM!in4~ed operatlons tCIn 1JL DecamolWr 1968. 
The DASC is an air oontrol 1'aoUi'~ equ.ipped to oon~ol and coordinate 
the emplo1me.tlt of aircraft irA SlUp:port ot; gro1md iorCle8 0 The DASO 
exe:r.cie~d the oontrol and ooordinla.tion or both fixed win8 and heli­
oopters wi thin the Taylor C1oll!Jlll)n .A.O. In order to MoomPl:1sh this @on­
trol, it, was neCl~ssary .for An Boa DASO to be manned am. @perational 
on a 24 hour basl,e. The P'l,yBioal looatiOJn of the DA.OO :tn the Task 
Z.~or.Cle Yankee 000 bunkf>..l?o in olose ],"Ir(I'ximity to the FSCCI' G=3p and Air 

viectiolll» provided rapid cOmDll.'lJidoatiottel and liaison where mission 
vVilW:':itie8, IOSave~a=Planen p and i:lIIIIled1ate operational requests",' (amera> 

(...,.genc1 resupply!! WEIre oClnoer2Hi!.~ The establishment of a DASO at .An 
Boa. for control of the. Te,ylcrL' OOllmtln AO great:q oontributed to erfi~ient 
utiliza.tiol'l of assets through efr~eot:lhre 100a1 oontrol. 

(8) Air Support Radaz' Teall (ASRT) 

{a} Toward the la.tter pat'to of Ja.rmary 1969 it beoame il'$'b· 
vious that targets being develiOlpad by Task F'oroe Yankee were beyond 
the <I) Rpabili ~ of the three ASRT~ III l.ooated near Danang. A feasib:Lli ty 
study was initiated. under the a.'2:~ee of z.~,CG""JL6 1 whiroh rewealed 
defini te advantages of locating a TPQ..,lO radar S6 ~ at the An Hola O@mbat 
llll.se. It waa determined that an ASRT positi,on at .An H@a could ade~ 
quately oover all. the area suppox:ted b;y ASRIJ:1o B in Dana.t'l&r' and would 

'I gbe additional coverage to the \\re:et and South required \'.1 Task For@19 
Yankee Operations. A walek after the d~is:Wm. We.'3 mad@J to JDm'e an Air 
Support Radar Tep to JJtJ. Roap the: e:lte tor t;he antaMs, and buuer to 
house the oom:p!ter shelter W~C 'Irflpared by "BID C@, 1st Engi1tleel.' 
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Barttalicm. The team displaced. from Da.na.tlg on 8 l1'ebl,'uary a.nd the set 
was operatio.na.l by 10 Jl'ebruaryo The only dUf:i..wlty enooun-Gt!'xed was 
that of establishing accu;r&te re.fer9!1O.lfle ]points whiolh @ould 'b,e' used. t,()l 
preoiael;r ariEW.t and establish a looation surve10 110 sario\l!S lll.'oblem 
areas developed during its one DOnth @t ¢)ptlr.'at1on r«~r. Task Fll'»l?e& Yanke6lo 
New equipllentv recently rabuil t generators!) a double s'\:;o©lk of «l1rga1i~ 
operational epareep a small maintenanoe jfloo.to SEft'el~al ba.@k,-,up radioo p 
and a adequate lumber supply all oontdb1lt,' substaJltially ~ the a_a 
of transition from Danang to .A1l Rca. and 1!l11 u:p=ete.tiJ.lls t:i.ma of over ~o 

(1:1) From 10 Februaxy 1969 t.o 8 lMaroh 1969 p AP. Hoa ABRT 
oontrolled 430 Marine Corpsp Na'fY and Jj:e Foroe air~~rarto dropp:i'Lng 
1436 tons of ordnR.rwe on OVEn' 700 targetls Q Ground unit~ ) relled :in 
lucrative and fleeting ta:t'gets which werl~ struek wi'Ghb 'j~'lO m1nutes o 

The use of spott,eI's!) bot.h a1.rbOl'ne and Ola the ground~ ErlablEld TPQ 
strikes to be adjusted to wi thin 25 mete:t's of' a des:lred areao An HM 
ASRT alao supported the 7th and 26th Marines duri~ the time DanangQs 
ASRTos vere not operationalo In addit:i.o:np strikes were oarried out in 
support of the ArJllY Americal Divisionp s'everal Special F\,~roe8 units~ 
the ROK Marinee!) the 51st .ARVN Regiment{) and 1st ARVN Ranger Groupo 
The value of lOI~atil1g the AR!TPQ=lO near the command post area of opar­
atiMg were instant communi())ation8 to DASa I) FSCC a.nd henoe to field 
uni,ts availablaef,annot be over emphas:ize,d o In addition to oontinuing 
strikes in oloae proxi.mity to fire euppo:rt bases in BA 1129 n1ght~ 
strikes wre made as close as 1500 meter:B from the An Rca per:iJleter 
itself to i,nterd1ct suspeoted rocket and mor.tar siteso Even during 
severe wea.ther condi tiODS units up to 20 miles away were assured of 
air eupporto Jbreovero the versatility ,of the ASRT was _dbble 
also :tn the form of helo positioningg oOJltrolled aerj,al strip p,.oto= 
graIb,y, and lim.ted GOA oapab1l1tyo 

do ~.--§YJ?W~, 

(1) ~Jl..!I~U 

(a) Fc:vr the inHial phases of OperatiOJ!l T8¥lor CODUJlOing 

Company B( ... )(ReinL) 3d Engineer Battalion (Comp&1y Headqu.ar.tersp tw 
plat.oons and an equipment s~tion) was it.! direClt su.ppcrt of and under 
oNii of the 3d Marine Regiment (=)(Rein)o In d.irect support of the 
5th Marine Regiment p for the dura.tion of the operatj.onp was Company B 
(.,.)(Rein)p 1st Engineer Battaliony cons:isting of a company hea.dq'ill.8rt~e 
with an equipment seotioog three \3) nWllibered pla.toons and a reinforcd._, 
pla'\;olOn from the 3d Engineer Battalion \Whioh was subsequently withdra.,j" 
P.latoons of this compa!\V were provided to the several Battalions of the '", 
5th Marines p 8.8 raquired p for assigned nMsions in~luding the oonstrue"" 
tion and-u"elopment of 1J>!!i lrl,:th:a..alll! and CO:Elul/j within BA 1120 

PlatoONl of Company B (=)(Rein}o ;d Eng:l:.neer Battalion were similarly' 
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provided to support the Battalions of the 3d Marin-es that operated in 
BA 112(> 

(b) Special items of eqtdpn(!O.nt were llIade ava.ilable for UIle 
during the FSB/COB development l'lha'e of the overall operationQ Though 
certain equipnent ohanges occurrea:- during the BA 112 phase of Operat11ta 
Taylor COJllJOOnp the ~io listing of equipment. remained essentially 
stable" Exceptions.vere: the acquisition of' six (6) additional 
Remington 18" outll gasoline engtn.e powered chain saWS 9 a..nd p the reduo<­
tion from three (;) to ODe (l) of the ~OO Case rubber 1::1.1"00. tra!J:tor 
with backhoe attaohmento Experience gained d.uring the «)peration M.e." 
tated the above changes!> 

(0) An agent tor coordJ.llBt1.ng and. repC'OC'ting the engineer 
effort was provided to the Task F~lro8 Yankee Staff i.!l1 the form of ~ne 
(1) .F1eld Grade Combat ingineer Of'f'ioer ot the Division ~ine8.t' Officeo 

• 
(d) The ohart in enck~8Ut'e (6) illustrates the basi.o 

relationshi.p!I of engineer 8Up~' in e~1y :EtLues of the operationo 

Mentioned ohanges in equipment anel changes Ul oam.and personn~l 
ocourred. prior to a major shitt in engin.e .. f!UPllO-rt poetarep howner!) 
totals (by type units and equipm.nte) l:'emiMd stable tbr@ugh 15 Febru­
ary 1969SJ eX6ept for the 10 FebruflJ:'1 1969, entry into th~ operat:1.on by· 
BLT ;/26 with a direct support e~~n.eer platc)on of the 5th Engineer 
Battali on 0 This platoon" howevert. newer forlQ9..1q entered into the 
operatillll e.s a separatep identifinble \mitp nor were thei'r specifio 
operations or 6apabi.li ties report.!d or coordinated through the Task 
Force Sta.ffo They remained. and ol~rated as I~ part of BLT ''''0 

(.) Othel": :short~i;erm: organizational modifioations were' 
effected during tl;Le period 15-2bl~ebruary 19699 but were shortlived. 
8fi to be of 11 ttlenote" Notable changes wereg 

1.6 Feb 1969 g 

21 Feb 19698 

Oo~pa.ny HQ~~t· and the }d Platoonv 
Company Ii ("=HR"eUi'~;;3d Engineer Batta.lion 
(Do:ng Ha) was withdrawn from the opera­
tia:lo 

2d PlatooJn9 OoDlpaJD,y 13 (=~ 3d Engiueer . 
Battalion; was withdTawn from the oper~,.1 
ationo A,'.l.inforoed 'Woodpeok.er organi= 
zatian entered the o per ation!> 

The engineer support posturep after' the above ohangesg and tor the 
latter phases of the Operation is illustraW>. the chart :In 
enclowre ("1) 0 
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(a.) In the initial Iilaf2eB of the cperaUoo p angineer ele­

ments were employed pr.:i.l!l8.l.:'ily in the de"nlopmen.t of F'SB/COBV SJ in the 
oanopied hills and molm.t.ains of :8A 1.12" A parallel emPJt«~yment wae the 
IE'ovision. of close combat engineer 8uppm~t for the InO'!'feM,'O.t of 
ma,n(JU'feI'1ng infantry elements in the T8Sk Fo-roe areii, ©f «ilpe1l~a.tioM~ 

<Uf.. ... 

to inolude daily SWeflps of the An Hoa/L11)ertjy Bridge mirl s·ll1.ppl;, T.'<CIute" 
Secondary 88signments wet'e the aoocmPl.ishmeat of oel?ta,in s:pec:if:i.~ taBU 
wi thin the AO" whioh -were IOf a general support natureo The details of 
m.esion assignment and concept of enginSIBr opera.tions in BA ll:?~ are 
(;ontained in Annex C (Engineer) of 1st Marine Di.vision Admin:i.s·~rat:1.~e 
Order 448.,08 of 082100H De:oember 1968 (s)!) with ohaJ'l?)6 1 of' 2~0800H 
February 1969 (8)& Addj.t1.onal details_~e found in Almex G (Engineer) 
of Task Force Yankee Operation Order 1-6'9 (S)e All of the information 
contained. in the aforementionEl<i Orders is bei.ng oonsidered for con~ 
solidation in a forthooming additJon to the 1st Marine D:l.vision SOP 
far Engineer Operati.onsc 

(b) Tbe baSio concept of employment in li'Sn/OOB lleTeliOlp., 
ment :i.nvolv$d the insertion of an engineer team,t with a seourity' 
elementp into the proposed landing zone to further dewellOJp the zone. 
EnglJl~ personnel ha.d been trained in ra.ppelling techniques in the 
event helioopters We're \IJlable to touchdown in the 1ni tial la.nding zone. 
Development of landing 7iOnEtS continued unt:U a zone! 100 it by 100 rt; 
wae developed. A Mi.n:fl.~zar was inserted into the land:1mg zone t·o 
assist engi.neers in the developMllt of the LZ 8 Upii,n oomplet:1on of the 
landing zonep work commenced on preparing g\UI. pitg for artillery 
pieces and on the oonstructi~n of three pre~~j'l\1t» 8 it X 8 rt I 12 ft, 
bU!1lkers for use as 61. FDC!) a. 'Hflt.\'r.al.L:;·tl>r~lr., t:'!'d M. lib W. 

(a) Ey;tel'l~_:··, use of delD'olHioXllll was 111:J.HS/jea.ry 6.ue w the 
d('llse vegetatioJO.~ the thicme9s of the i;rees l.ooateid wi thin the areup 
and t;he ",eed for rapid da1felopme.n t of t'tI,e FSB. 1:l!\W(, eign:i.fi~SJndt 
changes to demolitioJrl teohniquee~ U1wob1.,ng a lo©a..U;, deSligned la.ndiJrlg 
area explosive deviCle a.nd IG.'I'Ore extensho USie of forty pOW'l.d shaped 
charges and erater.ing ,C'Jhuges in olea.:r~.ng and leweUngg ha:u been 
ineorporated in the afor.ementioned Qha~~e 1 to lst Marine Did.dart 
Adntn Order 448w68e 

(4) Gasoline powered oha:l.n (iaWltl and hand tools were heav­
ily relied upon i.n the clean-'ups and ol(!laring of land:bg zones and 
FSB sites, due to the large aIOOunta of (iebris left in the areas after 
the use of h1.gh explosive ordnanoeo The Case M-450 Mini-Dozer was 
employed on each FSB and COB developede A tabular slV'nopais of the em·, 
ployment of engineer elements in the inItial phaSel! of the operation 
is contained :i.n en(llosure (8) 0 

... 
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(.) Subaequent to the ('lOmplet1<u~ of the final FSB/COBp and 

upon the change :in support poawr.er ~ngiheer ISUPp<lirt focused on utni~ 
zation of the assets of a ta.sk organized. ~1'Wil)Jodp€lck(".r" element 0 Close 
combat engiY.Ieer support provided the manemrering l"nf'antry units oone , 

t1nued, but the deUbe:r'atr .~eB·l;rULction of eneXl\Y installations and 
fortifioations, la.nd clearance clf areas possibly affording cowered 
harbors fer e\'leuw trOOpJ9 and rClugh p:l.on eeI' road work. in the Arizona 
Ar.eat including Go Noi lslandp 't1~aID$iI during the latter phasesp the 
XDi."Ist sig.n:l.fi~antly quantif:l,ab1re faJG;eJt of the engin.eO't' effort fer the 
Ope=c's.t:ion" The bask; oOMlept 1,)1.' EJ1Jlphi\ymen1i of the direct supp~t 
Woodpec,k::er un:i.t waa spelled, out by CG p IJ:F Yank<!le message 22Jt.524Z Feb 
69 (5).. The em~L<':IlyJl!lent ~t,atiath~lS of this team together. with Itlther 
ele~nts itii prr.esellted in Snc'llOllllrS (9)" 

(l!') The Ta.s k FI)lt'Clfl Imgi.lleer (»f'1::fLtl~.r was emp1.~lyed tn at normal 
staff roll of (,oorcli.n.ating the ('ferall engineer el.fo:r.t;~ $J(p'~di ting "up~ 
ply tlqU:1pJ\tIlllt acquisi tioD.; ail.1I'iniR'I,g the cOlmua..nd IOn engin.eer ma,tters~ 
a!fl!~t:!Lng liaison be:t~eet7. eKlg'in,~eI.' ·,.'ll!,it$i~ (~iClll~idPg feed b~k .rElp~ts 
(!ilee form.il p enQloe~es (10) and (lln~ reooxnmendimg a'P11r'Opll':iLa.te: e!1!pl~y .. 
me:nt~ otVl!'Ad~ting aerial reoonna:1sSMGe m:tal~f.oK~ and o(\)ndu@1;~ eta:l'f' 
visits to ow.at:li.maJ. FSB' ~~ OOl~119 and cpn~~. 

(,)mm,~~~ 

(a) In a a:tmple ana.lye:l.al of the ~ffectiwencss of engineer 
employment, prime impOlrtaJlClil ca:n be plMed on tb.e BA 11.2 operation!' 
ainee the soocesd'ul aCClompl1shmoot of the Task Foree m1sf:lieln i.n lAO 
small pal't depended up;ill1 effect;i'fe and timely a.coompliahment of 
assigned engineer taake. An imp!)rtant indit1ator of overall .-.gineer 
eff.c:iiV'enessp in the type of operation conducted~ was the appropria.te 
Ulj,e of explosiwe deool1tions in the clearing and leveling prooess8s for 
lllsoh J'SB e:n.d/ar COB dl!lvel(~ped.. .AJna.'I.ysie of the effeoti.l'eness I{2Jf 
employment was b8J3f3d 00 the effort, expended in tbe in'foll'ed demolitions 
t~lu:tiques. 

(l~) The graph shown. in enCilosu.re (12) depicts explos1:ve 
expenditures by FSBg by COB, by type explosiwe and by total combined 
we1ghtso From the gra}ili.@a.l d:1sple..Y~ averages were oomputed so that 
comparisons C10uld be made. Enah$'!tt~ (n) 'Mas prepared to oompare 
fixpe.ndi tures by Wpt/! job betw8Etn 1nvolwed 'WlI.1tsl) eliminatin« those 
tasks (:rs:B LaJrJ,OI9 a.nd OOB Dagg8:d !xl, ldliCJh both eDgiJ(leer.' unite were 
invol.,edo Againp averages werE' oompi:01:\~ed t;o dx'8'l1l' oomparisoK)s.. A'f'er.<=> 
ages computed .from both graphiM.l d:lt,splayEi are show- in tabular form 
in erl.Cllosure (14)0 Careful PeJ~usal of thE~ graphs and the table leab 
to the following oonclusions r~lga,'l(:'ding th~ e.ff~t,iwen-e!'Js and err:lL©ieMY 
of' eng:i.neer opare:tione8 

1 The total enginee1!' err()~~ w~ etf'fIl'Jt:iwe and 
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SUOCClJslifruo The requil:cfIt FS:S/CO:BQa were @OZ)fj~;~:?i!I\Cc;t<eJd a~ the ti1ll.e needlllJli 

upon the selef;ltet 8it@S.., 

r~' ilrr~tivemUai!1!i :w@r:ea:e~ with ~xptlri~I1l\©@s> /;iiXJl(~>!ll tOital 

deJOOli tion expend1 tW!:'es and timt) expendi ture/il! psr FSB/COB g®ner.aU.y 

UeJr).ded dOlm'WS.1t'd "M though the terra:5.m, ~oMit;l.on1il b<s@8J~ ~'rc dUfi ... 

@ulto 

). 'O'ile of th~ prO:pr6~ shaped ((?,ha:r.ge &'l\d ©ra:tElriag "barge 

(S&O) mix i1"1 JlSB C'Jlearing W8IIl more eff'eetiwe tha.Jr& G1:hlllit' t~~Miqu<98o 

Use of thh tee>.hio\1qu® Ca'l.\sec'i. aVEorage total dem/(J'U t:t©n~ ~1:peJrad1t1lll:r'<9:e1 to 

be redu6ed by eome 2~ 5 ton.s pe:t' FSB9 and a'ijie.1!?agel 'i,;imeJ of oomph,\J;.iIC1J'), or 

the job to be reduced by ap];lJto:lC:hmte1:r twelwa h:2) hol.lrso As the 

total expenditure of f(~rty '~~'kd shaped (lIhsrg'&'i3 aJ'ld- ·''!'A.tsl'ing oharges 

went up~ (Jl1;h~ dellDO'li Uon requir9l11!en tsl lCiame dC.W11 \ t a. grea 'G'!l::t' lC'a te~ 

.4 The moat effl2ft'.tbt' teohnique ()if delOOli tions (l(j)m~' 

bined the use (~f' the proper S&C mi,x with the eW]pllC>Jyment of the looa.l1y 

designed am Dl8.1O.WfaoturM ~'Landing Area Ex~i.~(»sive newicje~DfJ lLAED)o 

Uee of. the LAW .f'wt>ther redu©ed awerage iotal d&DlIOll1 tiona expendi= 

iura ,., FSB 'by approx..illllately 0.,3145 tOlJnS and aW'erag~ t:1.me for c!((llDF 

pI. etion by app't'c):'Ici1lllately four hmlt's" 

.5» Elements or C~ompe.kV Bp ,d Eng'ihneer Battaliolni. tended tit 
to be mat effecd';:.I..we in ac@ompJULBI~nt OJ1' taijir~G Th:iB ©B!til be attr:TI.= 

buted W thE! ta~d; 'tbats 

~ EloEn-a:e of the ~d l~ngilneers had the lOOst 

experi~Wlc:e :In F5:a/OOB Cionstr.UCltJ,QTh both pd\tJI,t~) and d't.U'::i.J!l~ Op~ation. 

Tqlor CiOJlOOmn'.e 

b Of the F,3:8°s MnSl~lL\©1;ed by emJPli.c9J1!1ileJmt of the 

~OPel' S&C ~.t:r:: 8Jb1d ][.'fup I!!lleool!l$ffl~if,1 of the 'Ii Er.l,&weSX'fil ar:~~©ompli.8hati tlbta 

majori ty @f the pI'lOj~t~o 

~ O~le of t,he FSBoe ©lcprlf3~ooted. lbl;r other. ~inee:r. 

elements (,sn P:ito) W6S de1l'eloped as a sellVl=pel'llII8Jle'Jm~; FSBp rather than 

a teJll1lOrary cmel) whil/llh ~8llllaed an inord:ina.t~ 1!i:t::pend:~tl1!r19. of dSlIlOJHUons 

and time p and consequen.tl;r raiEled the 8WeTrage Eixpehd1.tures disPi!'~)pl\)rr' 

tionally for thai; unito 

(@) other ncpts.ble faotCJJr.8 of eltfe©t:tlYeness in FSB/C;QB 

construotion wereg 

1 The eJreelltlltt a.nd hi8hly effe©tive employment ©If 

eBeential items ~r equipnents: J.'liJni-DI~zers and IOihain~saws" 
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2 The uee!> rooo'veryp and re';Ilm<! (jJf t:l"ii:tiC!al Hems of s pee: ie.l 01 as s n:n 

~ or the 205 bundles <of MeAl airneld matting !.'tet 
aside for the operationg only 105 were del1var.od to An Bo)a" Of the 105 
delivered bundleslI 85 bu.ndles were used on Ve.riO'llS F'SB~IEI at least three 
times and .finanJ returned .for use at An Haa C,omb&.t Ba,Qao Only 20 
bU!'ldles vere VIOlS and eventually 8crappedo 

! A.ll oulverting mate:rial 'i>fOS used at lea .. ~t iwi.©9 
on FSBos and f1nall.q retlcwered for use at An ~8.0 

~ Twenty ... tbe of thirty<~f4'il1l1k'!,;~ pre~utp pre"" 
packagedp Taotioal Support F'unot:1onal Q~l1PonOO1.t (Tli-WC) b'I1llfO\~B.s W..'Ir.'C6 

us ed twi.c.p wi, th at le as'\\! fif'W per© ant· (5 ~) ¢;.d." IDa t;6rial81 in'll'IOJGWad. 
retur~ed for use at A.n H~aD 

(4) The Woodpecker Team empl()lyed till ·t!cle f:lLl!lal etages of the 
operati.a1. vas not tCiompletely effect,jj."f/e far thr Q~' pt'im~ rea.!;'O,n508 

1, The twelve TD18A. FUll,-1Jlrack6..:i Tra@tors with Landing 
Foroe Bladea that were empJl.@yed wsre oldg 'illInu&d mode1sp that had been 
:1n dead storage· for fiftesn or 1I:O>1:'e years.., Breakdowns ~ as a reeJul t fJlf 
d:ry""r~t9 we'r.'e rapid g frequentp and se:m:ll=pe:rmnel'el'l\; since neQl$liiHsary 8pa.r·® 
parts wez's not a:wailabJLeo 

2 The Team was not actiwel;y emPloyed in the role 
originally envisioned due to a. J'l.e©eseary!) ltlajor ohange ~.n the tactical 
plano 

i Landing ibr~~e Blades on the trao tora are <»nly fifty 
to Be'fenty""f1we p3roentu ~f'ff;oti'f'e as a.n a.ngle blad.eo 

(<0) CG)mpa;rieong of etltual to anti.eipated eq'l:dLpment rates9 
J).!:'o&J.ction and relat:IL1ve effec:tiv'enes8 at'e presented in the table!) 
enrllosure (15) 0 GeneraUyo the a,1:5.i6l€lts of t,he Woodpeoker ![Jea1OOl were 
assembled in timely fashi~.p ~ el1M tho'lligh JlAot empl.(lJrad 1Jm the: 
speoif'io area. as origiJ.lB.1.Jl7 PlLar.umed[) 'i;h<BIY d.id effect timely land 
olearing and destruction OIf tmEl!l'Y 1netaU.aUoo sUpp@rt t" clthex> deo, 
ployed battallOM o 

e6 AlliesLl2-*2!!! 

(1) .:iUA~~ GtQ!;~ 

(8) The 1st ARVN Rarlge1l':' Gr«i>u]J\p comprised iQlf' 3 Battalionsp 
commenoed operations on 10 Deo811WI!1r 1968 p with a. he10 assault into the 
ncrtbern portio.!1 cpr the Arizona .!reI!!.. UpO!1 ~~1~D tM UI1i~ G":·tTl2:eooed. 
se~h and el~ OPVli.tioM thl'C)ugholillt thli u1zo~ Al?'@il.oIlD\1tulllyptbi 
Rangel" Olr'OUp 

2;n, fUI(.~,;J,tl r;! ~': • •• • , ......... ~:. '-, 
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consisted of the 21stg ~1th and the ~91;h Ranger Ba.tta.lion~ The 1st 
Bnll 3d Reg-to commenoed opera.tions in SUPIX"rt of the Re.\'lgfll:' Group to 
pe:emii the Batta.lionp initially emploYEKl p the ability 1;0 condoot 
periodio rehabil:i.tatioo. 

(b) The Ranger Group continued opera.tions :i.Xl (:o~I:f.I,tiOl'll 
and ooordination w'lth Task Force Ya.nke~t until 10 ]~ebruMY '19699 when 
they term1.nated operations in the erea and redeployed to fulfHl a 
newly assigned mj.s5iono 

(0) Upon termination of: the AlRVN Rall\!~er Groupus pa.:t'ti~ 
oipat1on in the operation on 10 February ",699 thE~ 21st and 39th 
Bn a.nd the Group Headquarters were the units part:lcipa'tiJng .. 

(d) The 1st ARVN Ranger Gll:'OUp aocounted for 6'4 NVA KIAp 
120 VC KIAg 5 NVA PWiS g 6 VC PW'sp 115 nr' !Uld 28 CS\\C;5 while sustaining 
100 AHVN RlA g :5 USA WIA(E), and 378 ARlIN i~IA(E) {) dw:'inf~ their 
partie ipati.o 

(2) M) FLl'tJJ>G: 

(a) On 26 December 19689 the Nong Song CrDG and two Mobile 
Strike F'oree Companielll from Company C p 5 th Spec ia:l Forces Group 
'QCIhe!l.cod.,par.ti~ipat10tl in. O'peration Tiaylor COJlllllOn. The units were 
asB1in~an area of operations with the mssion of condl)l:):ting extenain 
search and oleu opera.tions along the :Song Thu BOon and. southern T8310r 
CODmon boundary. 

(b) The 1>5F periodioally rotated the engaged ©om:pa.nies 'Wi tb. 
replacement oompan:i.ee from I>anango The CIOO fortGe rotated personnel 
in order to retain hi8h morale and oombat effectiweneS80 The ~bile 
Strike Force uni.ts terminated participation in Ope:rati@.l!l\ Ta.v1or COmDlon 
on 11 Febl?\l8.T:y 1,9690 

(0) The M3F/Cno,eiteJ Me-eunted for 6 NY! KlA p 28 fC KIA, 
~ NVA PW, 5 va PWp 331 lW and }O CSv.c while sUSlt.ainir.lg 5, OIro WIA(E) p 
1 USA WIA(E) and 1 M31' WIA(E) duri~ tM.ltr parti©1pat •• 

Be (s) Ini.~ 

at> Ell~m,y Foreles in the TAOR. Upon activation of Tas k Force Yankee p 

the following eneD\Y units were oonsidetred to be operating in the Taylor 
Common area of reaponsibilityo Enolosure (16) delpicts the disposition 
of these faroesg 

Headquarters p Mi.1i tary Region 5 
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HeadquarterSg Front 4 
21st NVA R~iment/2d NVA D:ivis1on 
220th TranSpol'tation Regillll~nt (Element thereof) 
~81Bt9 Q->83d Local Force lBattalion 
2d Battalion. 141st RegiJJellt 

Es t,ima. ted 

fi~th.... 
600 
900 
900 
180 
:a~ 

Tl)tal 34tO 
b o E!lem.v Foroes Reinforoel~o Enelltf 'Wl:l.trj lClonside:t'ed to be 

operating contiguO\1S to the Taylor Common AOR and oapable of reina, 
forcing unUs therein are liatted be1owo ~rheir disposition is a1eo 
Hlustrated in enclosure (16) .. 

36th NYA R~iment 
38th Regiment (Main F'oree) 
141at NVA Ilegiment (~2d Ba'~talion/141flt) 
31st NYA Regiment 
1st vr. Regiment 
Headquarterl.l, 2d NYA Divis:lon 

Estimted 
,~_tr~ 

1000 
1500 
950 

1500 
900 
350 

Total 6200 

c. ,!.nfil tra.tion and Route!J of SUll:ek" Numerous prisoners of 
war, inter:rogations~ sighti.ngs and ca,Ptured. documents identified 
BA 112' an a major avenue of approaohi('fi.nfil tr at ion route, and log1s t~ 
support base for 0lle.tD¥ units l()Cated,j.n the flatlands of QU8Jl8 Ham 
Provinoeo A map, captured dur:1ng Operation Meade R:l.'lYer p and 1nterroga... 
tion of Senior Lieu",n811t Hwnh Bon, 220th TraMpox,tation Regimen\ a. 
Hoi Cha.nJ::t, during the" same operntionp looa'ted a main supply route 
with related 1n.formatiol). along tha periphe.'Q' of BA 1120 EMlosure (11). 
The inform Uon obtained !rom i;hese BO'l,l;JOOeS proved inval.uable and 
highly accurateo Once ground md ts tra"fersed ths terrain and validat;.ed 
its a.ocm.'acy~ the :I.ntormation ,me 'i)lti1i~ed to provide guidanoe f.or I 

recoMaissance and tactioal unt t employmertte 

1 11" I !he natm-e of the terra. in and eneuw diBpoBi ti.on in Te,ylor 
Common oonveniently lends itself to description in three sectarsg 
( 1) M-1.1~' the moun tain.'betlfeen the S orlg C ai and Song Thu Bon 
Ri'lrers narth of a line between ZC 0424 ~ AT 8125. (2) Arizona Area9 
bounded by BA 112 on the west, Song Thu Bc.n (River) to the south eild 
ea8t~ the Song Vu. Gai (River) t~o the north5 and (3) the remainder of 
the AO to the south and east 01' thef)0fll 'I'hu Bon (River). 'rna probable 
oourses of eneIqy activity in th.ese sectors waS addressed in Task Force 
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(8) Ji.'!:*~ While the enElmy requir~1 BA 112 a.s 8 logistiofS 

base, '1;0 support operations in Quang Nam Province, hie most important 

asset is peopleO) He can permit the deBtruction of' hi!3 log:l.st1o 

support; however, he can .not afford tho capture/dest.ruction of M.B 

human resources", For this reason and :Ln the abS01'lCe of combat elements 

in the BA, it is believed that he will probably attempt to w'lthdl.'aw 

his headquarters, supplies and personnesl to the weEd; and eouthwest,v 

as friendly forces unooyer the :SA.. Th:i.s withdrawal wUl probably be 

accompanied by delayirlg/harassing actil)ltlS 9 conduc·ted by local security 

foroes. It:is not anticipated that the enex!\y wi.ll strongly defend or 

reinforoeo 

(b) .M'izo~~. The 2bt Regiment will stt,empt to elude 

friendly operations unless entrapped or presented with.? "f,jwr'~~:bJL~ 

te.rpt of opportunity which could be e.ng·E\8ed at a. time an.d place of 

hie ohoosing.. Ne:i:ther (j\, etxong poBiti.on defense or reinforccelr,ant~ is 

antici'Pa.i~ .. 

(0) ~td.!.t-oLtp..!.....AQ. Continued harass1n.g activities 

by Local Force units, to include maxiXllW%l use of surprisa firing devices 

and attaoks by fi.re aga.:lnst the An Roe. Comba.t Base wlll oeo1lll'. 

(2) A reestimate of p#obable eneIItY' actions was prepared pri.or 

to conduct of the retrograde of the ~d. Marines <-,) (Rein) from BA 112" 

It ooncluded that the eneDlY would continue a. str~\ng reoonnaissance 

of friendly posi tiona and, upon deternti.ning the elxtent of the '\o1i thdrawl, 

would attempt to reOOct'PY the BA Slld l'eestablish !Jllupply lines. 

Conoom1. ta.ntlyp l.t'ieMly l'orces remt:d_nj.ng in the llA on established 

FSB's would be subjeoted to attaokls by fire9 a.mbushes and probing 

attaoks p to test defensive strel'lg'tha and weak.nesr;es. Er:clooure (18) 

illustrates the dispos:!.tion at' enexqv forces at the oommenoeml'nt of 

the retrograde1 (15Feb69), am at the termination of the operation, 

(o8Mar69). 

80 Colleo..ll£1n Agenoies. The belllW listed llltelligel¥lc collection 

agenoies were employed by, or supportf~d, Task FoX'tie Yankee. The type 

support provided is ind:i.cated& 

(1) Fir~~ NFine Diy1.sionQ:1~o Intelligen~te from aU 

sourcesJ invaluable bao~ound data ~ld administrati~e assietanc~" 

(2) FU-st .Fora! ReCQnna1888Jr¥!!L9ompep..y (Re~lo Di.rections 

for employment of the oompany throughlJut the ope:rat1oJll were pro .... 

mulgated in Task: Force Ywel/ls GroMli Su.rvctUlame Pl&n 1",,66 (10 

Deo6e-15~1,b69), ,Appendix 2 to ..A.M.ex :B to Task Foroe Yankee OparatiOJll 

'~,I:. 
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Order 1.~·69 (l5w.19Feb69) and Ta~:k Force Yf.mk(;(· Gl'D1:jJd ~:of':onm(.isSanc.t1 
Plan~ BA 112 (19Feb69-07Mar69). Initially.! HHc;on:o;;iissance teamB -were 
employed on a mission oriented basis, to ccndl,C't observE\tlon/surveill~. 
anee or stingray patrols, to the flan.ks ",nd fOnri.lrd of fd ondly forces 
moving through the BA. Dud.ng the period lOJJ~~l~,6S~151"eb69 ~ 53 patrols 
were conducted (Enclosure (19). During t.herd.rograde from DA 11~~~ 
(15-19I<'eb69)>> recOlmai.ssance was eml;loyedtc, a.s;;:Lst irl illlplel:1errtitig 
tbe deception plan and to provide observat..i(m!81".rv eiUance wi thin 
mortar range of FSB's/COB's being evacuatEld6 During the period 
13-1BE'eb69, 7 patrols were conducted (Enclosure 0.9)} 0 Subsequent 
to the retrograde~ reconnaissance was employed t,O provide mission 
oriented observation/surveillance or stingra,y patrols along the most 
probable lines of communications west of the Song C ai~ the approaches 
to FSB 8S Tomahawk and Maxwell and through BA 1120 Durine the period 
19Feb-07Mar6911 10 patrols were conducted" Enclosure (1.9)" 

(3) 13th ITT (R2in) 

(a) The 13th ITTJj augmented by a. suh~t.eam from the 7th 
IT'!', was organized as a 'l'ask ~'I)I'ce Interrogation C entE:r providing 
interrogation/clasSification o:f detainees and submission of attendant 
reports,; supervision of detainee evacuation; scanninG of captured 
documents; screening of all refugees relocated by Task Force units, 
and maintaining a "Go Teamli capability, to provide interrogation of 
infantry battalion detainees and wounded detainees transported aboard 
helicopter. 

(b) The interrogation center was deact,ivat.ed on l7Feb69 
and 13th ITT returned to the c-ontrol. of the .5th Marines 0 Results of 
its operation during periods 7Dec68-l7Feb69 and 18Feb69~·7Ma.:r69 a!'e 
contained in encl.osure (20). 

(4) Air Observerso During the period 13Dec68.·16I"eb69 t~he 
task organization for task Force Yankee included 2 Air Observers from 
the 3d Marine Di visiono These observers were physically loca-ted at 
An HOR and assigned to OV .. 10A aircraft, provi.ded daily in support 
of the Task Force, by VMO-2o AO and pilot briefs/debriefs were 
accomplished prior and subsequent to each flight~ thereby ensuring a 
tiJ'Jely and responsive intelligence collection system. First Harine 
Divisi.on provided the AO assets from l7Feb69-07Mar69~ adhering to 
the aforementioned briefing/debriefing procedures 0 The foll.owing 
statistics indicate some of' the more signific.ant Air Observer 
achievements~ 

Hours Flown: 520 
Airstrikes Controlledg 305 
Artillery Missions Controlledg .57 

25 

DECLASSIFIED 

MUM • 



DECLASSIFIED 

• 
&iii" 

Photo Missionsg 9 
CIS Drops Controlled~ 45 
AA sites Uncovered~ 23 (11 Act1v€!p 12 UnOCctlpied) 
Bunker Oomplexes Sighted: 69 
Trail Networks Sighted~ 75 (Includes confirmation of previously 

reported trailei and discovery of new 
net'tOrka ) 

Provi.ded assist,Mee during 3 separate recoveI~y missions c€ Marine 
KIA (mID.) 

(5) .1.!!i.1:!atoODa-Sub Unit a~irst R@:§.laJ3attaliono 
Requests for Hadio Ba.ttalion supporfv, prior to Opera.tion TaylOl::' 
OOllDllOn, were in consonance with the Bu.ttelion Os plans to looat,e a 
platoon at All Hoao Accordingly~ the:iJ~ displacement to An Hoa. was 
planned to ooinoide wi.ttl the establishment of Task Force Ya.nk.ee j 
thereato The tea~ while in general flupport of III MAFp pr01l':lded 
a portion of its assetiSl :In direct 811Pl~rt of too Ta.sk. Fm:-ceo A 
system at hoi:. lini' ~Omlll\mioations 'bet'ileen Yankee G..,2 and Sub Unit 
#1 Oonmand. p(lG t p!X)'~d_ded timely» relin.b Ie inforlDll. tiOrLo 

(6) ~h.. 'llea!!s,2g CI~. Normal CH 8upporto 

(7 ) .245 til AMi; .(rs...u. PhotO/~raph.y p Infra Red (m) and SLAR 
flUppcrt on an in te rmi t;tent basis 9 with inflighLr.eadouts in the Clsse 
of mp am SLARo Inf.~ight ~~OUt9, Jt.c'ooessed through An Hoa. DASC g 

prmrided the oPPol-tuni.ty for immdia.t~ reaction against targets 
aoquirede 

(6) m:go Provided AO aircra.fts pilots also participated in 
AO briefa/debri.efso 

(9) !M11o Provide~: aerial photography .. 

(10) Militar5 InteUiPi!..l1Oe Bjattalion (Air Reoon Seotion 
~~~,:ft!SA~, __ ~i,aed aerial photographyo 

( 11.) A€9t!h..J'.JWtical Reoonnass8llce \'lWJ.TRW), (usAFL 
Provided aerial photograpbyo 

.:;,=;=~.:;...::==;;;;:g::.en~o=e OI:!erations £oordi.na.ting Center 
Agent reports and inforlDll.tion from 

(13) .Ql».l.ian Irregular Def,iooe ~rouR iQlJ!L ~ Nong So!::.t.? 
Tactical and loc~l agent reports. 

aiM!' 
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(15) j96th Itight Ilnf8J1trl~.!.l. Information 1'i& 
ldaison Officer and radio o\,mmunice.tioM& 

( 16 ) Sensor. Deviot!~. Employed in three pha.o as, as spec:if ted 
in Task Force Yankee Frog Or-der 3~69 (Task FOl'l1i9 Yankee message 
200431ZJan69). and depicted in enolosure (21)9 h~sued separate1Ye 

f" <Si.tuation Encount£!{!. The impa'l:ll" of weather and the eneiI\Y 
situation encountElL'ed is disoussed below~ The enellW si tue.tion is 
disoussed &6 it ocourred in the geograI)hloal sectoocs of the AO 
desoribed in paragraph 8odo(1). 

(1) W.§ather. The most import8ll.t planniJng consideration for 
Operation Taylor Common wa.e the aJ'.l'ticipaied weather cone~~1M'~ f.wiKllg 
the peri.ad Deoember through FebrUBJ:Ye> Based upt'l.n 'tlIbsther' data 
oomp1:ll.ad by the First Marin .•. Ux Wi.flgg it was antirdJ:l1ated that oeilings 
would be below 11500 t •• t fca:: 11 da.,ys i.n b~th D~smb9r and January t 
9 d~s in February and apIXt'oximately 1 ~ illl ea.r.l,v ko.Qp thereby 
precluding or hampering nax'mal air operat:i.on6\o }'!ll'th~~ '(.ha.t pe::d,ooe 
of heavy ground. tog (Crech:ln) would place a.dd1tiollkal l:b»;t8-UOIJ.iI on 
air support. Since operationAl in intl:BA were e.ll~jLt'.],y rElHant upon 
helicopter supportg such dire :prediot:toM oaused concerno Olnd.ously, 
weather considerations ~lItstti.fioa.nt1y ft.ff~t&d the s¢heme of mMeu:wer 9 

supply levels to be nainta:l.ned on FSB's and taCltit:'lel to be employed" 
Fortunately, the weather ccmdi tioDS did 1I,oi OOCWC as pr~diot.ed. eMtl 
except for occasional perie,de of del8q)l' f~ ad, er£ie ~oJndi tiOJtJ.Ei t di.d 
not pl", a Significant raIn in the operationo StatisUcal1yp the:r.e 
were 3 days 'When opel'ationei were precluded entirelyo H.owewe:!I:'p there 
were 14 d83's when only par'~ial operat:tons liElre permit"Gedl) pf.'i,marilyv 
resupply and troop lifts into the lowla!l1Q.s p whi«h 'W\!!Ire not affm'ited 
by low o&ilings in the BA. Furthex9 theJC'e ~re appr(;ximtely 10 d~s 
lihen fixed .. wing could not t)perate due to oeilings belo'w 30009 0 

(8.) The iniUI!l.l helicopter entry into FSB's Pike~ 
Spear, Lance and COB Mace 'went unopposedo As patrols ranged from the 
bases, they uncovtu'ed extensive bunker ooxwlexes/eupply caches, as 
indicated in enolosure (22). SimQltaneouslyp r~onnaiBsanoe teams 
emplo;yed along the valley, between AT. 800;70 and ZC 0492}4, verified 
the existenoe of a major eneJIW supply rou:tA/l:llne of oODUWmicatiOln 
(Enolosure (17»)e General:qp aneD\Y reaist.i.loe, ~ lightp stemming 
primarily from small groupe a.ttempting to swede .friendly iD.!a.ntry 
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. It'e:rees. Reconnaissance teams did encounter he~~vy resista.noe )l:'roJl. 
large groups of eneIllY' moving along 11ob.e af.'ol'ementionad l-SR/LOO and. irA 
the vioini ty of Hill 508 (later li'SB Ma.xwell)o Capt'ured doo',runent~1 
POW's (Enclosure (2}» werif:ied the pI'esence of MH; and Fronta..4 
Headquarters in. the BA' and the lnOV'elnont of elements of the 2:d NfA 
Division Headquarters into the area~. 

(b) As friendly units lIlOved into the Oiontral port.it'm ct' 
the BA, the incidents: of uncovering caches subaidedo However, 2d 
Battalion, 5th Marines, operatiJng along the Ong Thu Slope (d.($ ZOl 
1647), continu.ed to uncover base ar,~a8, hospita.JL sites and sma.ll 
caches with regularity. Antici:pa.teci increa.sed reaie;tanoe i~\ the 
vicini ty of Hill 508 delayed 1st BattaHon p 3d Ma;rj.nes la.nding on 
FSB Maxwell by one day.. As friendly foroes moved toward the or as t or 
the Ong Thu Slope9 two sharp ola.she:s oocur_ at 7l'J 182485 and ZO 
164431 ~ v.i. th est1ma. ted platoon size enell:\Y forces.. The eneDlV began 
condvcting a oounter-reconnaissance soreen against friendly recon­
naissanoe teams inserted in the western portion of the AO.. Concurrently 9 

friendly forces ware" ighting eneJqy movement in and around their 
posi;iDDB; probably, elements of the oounter~r8oonnaissance s~re~ne 
URSts indioated the relocation of D1ajo~ ene~ headqu.a.:rters to the south 
and southwest of the AO. Arelight strikes (Enclosure (24) continua..\ly 
directed at the suspected headquarterfl, _@ ~_ &W~ @lid ~ li1ttN 
CalMlQ ~j.r lillOY_>&nt (If' thee. hel~~&!,1!f; Wlll1t11 W to_ WrRW~ of tlM 
'~'QIl·(tl~)o 

(0) As friendly {orees approached the banka of the Song 
Oai, eneJIU resistanoe stiffened slightly in the form of i.ncreased 
instanoes of ambushes. A POW captured by L/3/3, 21Janp i.."ldicateti 
that volunteer "Clomposi te Squad Ambush" Units (6.20 mell) bAd beeJll 
formed, to oounteraet friendly movement. lJll the vilaiJni ty of ZCl 046 
456, K/3/5 met hea'fY resistance fr(llm an entrenched enelllY fOr@e and 
AO's observed aewen seoonda:rieeJ from bomb runs condui(')terGI. 1m. this area 
during the same periode On 15Felb69', URS's ind.ice-t,ed that all major 
headquarters had evacuated the BA. e~t this pointo Reoo Ma.1ssan ce 
sightings, vioinity FSBos Spear/Pike, indioated the returJl1l of other 
ene!l\V foroes, proba.bly reconnaissSlilce uni ts ~ i,o the rear of 
friendly foroeBo 

(4) On 15Feb69p the 3cl Marines bElgan their retrograde 
from the BAo No eneDU resistance or reaction occurred.. However, 
the following da.v reoonnaissanoe tE~am sightings on FSB BoloI' subsequent 
recon inserts aborted by fire, and harassment of FSB's Maxwell and 
Tomahawk: (coi,nciding with the post TET Offenshe) I) indicated the enerqy 
was returning to BA 11·2 in Bl~1!o UHS reports substantiated 
these indications.. Enonw harassmE'llt of FSB'a Tomahawkp Maxwell and 
COB Dagger continued throughout the, wi thd:rawal of all friendly 
foroes from the BA .. 
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(3) ~na Are~o 

(a) During the period 11~'29Doo689 the :&'irst ARVn R8llg@r 
Group fought five eignl.fio8nt engagelle'J11w & AT 832487 ~ 11Decb 8~ AT 
8~5510, 2~Dec68J AT 81'2505, 26Dec68, A"t 870515, 27DetJ68~ AT 8385459 
29Dec68. As a result of P01N t S capture(~ on 1'i f 13 8.1.1(;. 2'(De'!;68 tJle 4th 
5th and 6th Battalions, 21st Regiment wex'e :iLc:ientifiE1cio Enclosure (1d. 
Doc'uments captul'ed at AT 81 :2505 and AT 838545 :tndi~atEld the con tacts 
on 26 and 29Doo68 were ~ai)lst the 4th and 6th BaHaHons, 21:":it NVA 
Regimnt. Enclosure (23)o In the interimp between contM~:sp the enentr 
oontinually attempted to elude; employing snipe.I' fire and li'll)lrprise 
firing devioes to assist in this maneuver o Subsequent to ~OD~68, 
contact in the area remaineli sporadio arld l:i.ghto ARVN uni ts were 
subjeeted to attacks by fir,e and light prcil;les by probBble reconnaissance 
elelllents of the 21st NYA Regiment o 

(b) 0 ... 1 lOFeb p :BLT ,/26 was introdu.oed. into the arenp 
under the opera.tional: .~1;:tt.ft' ~tt *h~:5 th Ma:cinQf~, and the RarJ€,'er 
Group departed" lni t.i.alI;Yp the sweepR conducted by thfl separate 
oompanies of }/26 resulted i11 the same sporadi.c conta~tp as the enelllY 
continued to evade.. HOwevst'p doouments <'laptul.'edby L/"5/26p 21Feb69, 
indioated the presence of a C .. 3 compallY, whUe URS X'eporta indicated 
the presence of elements of the 21st NVA Regim(JJ.t (fltWpsotreld. 60th" 
Be. tJ"ialion) 0 On 26Feb68p Mj?>/26, oontacted alL el~e:«lf foroe p captur ing 
documents disclosing the preseJllo. of the QaoB3d o Enoloswte (2)) 0 

The enerq su.bsequsJrl!.tly broke oontaot 8lld p:l:'obeJ~ly moved northeast, 
into Dai Loe D1$~fllto NQt'urtber confirml!:Q M.ntMt was madfj \-I1th this 
forae. On 27Feb69, dOOUlllentfi oaptur~d by L/}/26 indica.ted tbll pr'esenCfe 
of the '10th Companyp 3d Batitalioll» 21s'c N1TA Regi.llu:nto EMlosu:t"e (~)t) 
Heavy fighting continued thrO'!Aghou.t the pe:r;lod~ 23Feb69",,04Mar69~ 
with the enenu a:ttempUng to bree.k conts,(lrt, erH) xoov~o 

(0) During the' POl:jt TET Cl1,'fenedve P(,l:'~,Od9 An Roa Collibat 
Base recel,Yed rooke~ attack!ll from the vie:tn.~,~' of AT 615427 am. mor·trur', 
recoilesB rifle fire from the area. 1m the 'W':J.ain.i ty of AT 844Be 
During the 1st week of Ma.rGh~ agent repod;s and URS IS indicated the 
possible presence of the Firat VC R~men.t in. the sou~,hwe8tern 
portion of the Arizona Aree,o A POW ca,ptured by 1/3/26 on 07Mu>69v was 
tentatively i.de.ntified as belonging to the 60th Battalion? First VO 
Regiment6 This appeared te, Bubstantiate the 21st NVA Regiment 
breaking oontact wi th 3/26 whib the F'irst va Regi~nt establhl,hfld 
{~ontaoto F'urther, tha.t thE! First va and 2d NYA Division support~ng 
urd ts condoo ted the pOB t TET a ttac ks on An Hoao 
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(a) On 13Dea689 heavy enenw oonta.ct waS ma.de on. 'the mf~]'t®)?'&\ 

end of Go Noi Islando IUexoonts of the Q~01 were identified as 
having participated by doouments d1l.oover~~d after the Gonta.('j~ 

tanclosure (2}))o However? the number of troops involved indicated the 
presence of a larger uniti possibly the 11Jt Battalion~ 36th Regillnent,p 
al though no confirmation was obtainedo Small oontaots continued 
throughout the month of Deoember, involving primarily VC llni ts. 

(b) Duril'lg the first two weeks of JanU8J~y as 1st Bn p 

5th Marines shifted its operations to Go Noi Island p VC activi,ty along' 
i'fiR (Liberty Road) increased a:ign1ficant~re Attendant i;(I large 
sightinge in the Arizona. Areap 27Ja.n699 B/1/5 also sighted nuvement 
crossing the Song Thu Bono Artillery firf~ or edited «> VO c1a.sual ties p 

howeverp no unit identification was obtailled. Imnediately following 
1/5's return from Go Noi,p the surprise fil::ing devici&B inoidents 
deoreased along the M)R e H.oweverp conta.oi~s both friendly and eneIIU 
remi.ned higho On 29Ja.n699 0/1/7 sighted an estimted ~OO ~ne!lW 
mov:ing south from Go Noi in the vioinity lof AT 9955,6, probably 
attemp'ting to a\l'c)j[,d Oper.a.tion Linn Ri:l!er. 'l'he ensubl, conta~t 
cla,1.m&d 13 eneDW liveS!e A search of the lho~ the followilr!,~ JOOrJp..:i.JOl( 
failed to .reveal eo wit designa.tion. 

(oJ In the week prior to 22~2}Feb69p OO;lltacrts with an91a:iY 
forces remained at a low"","61 hO'loi'MYer~ rl!lcon insert Mad Hattele 
sighted 5'71' EVA/VC in groups rangiJr.lg from 10·,20 moving S=N across 
Go Noi Island indioating a probable inoreiue in aoti'wity to the northe 
Commencing in the ear~y morning hours of 23Feb6911 An Hoa Combat Ba.ss 
and uni ts throng~ the Task For(')e Yanke,e AO came under.' both sx'oum 
and fire at,taoks" The attack agailMt An Hoa resulted j.n the loos of 
approxima tely 30,000 rounds of artillery 15unDlWli:tion. Subsequently p 

An HCla reoeived 8 a.ttAoks by fire!) and ~ru:u:: 11robes against t.he strong 
points. 

(5) In S'Ill1lXlI8:r1p the eneD'fy" respOllse to Taylor Common was 
essenttally as estimated prior to oommencing the operation and the 
reestimate made prior to the retrograde" There were two 8igni~ 
fioant variations from the estimatesg (a) the favorable lIeather 
encountered and (b) the absenoe of oontact with the 2d Battalionp 
141st Regfmen.t., tentatively located south of Thuong D1JC V prior to 
the operation. 

ge ~effiY: Ulli ts Identified" 

(t) Ourrently held in Foree World Military Forces Orde1: rg£ 
Battles 
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(a) Headquarters }1R.~,5 
(b) Headquarters Fr-ont=4 
(c) Headquarters9 2d NVA Division 
(d) 21st NVA Regiment 
(e) First VC Reg:l..ment 
(f) 3d Battalion,9 J,6th Regiment 

• 

(g) Q .. ·91st, Battalicln~ 38th RegiInent 
(h) Qw81st LF BattB~ion 
(i) Q=83rd LF BattsJion 
(j) Q~82d LF Compar~ 
(k) l05t.h MF Battalion 

(2) No previous record in F'irst Marir19 Division Order of 

(a) 700th Replacemont Regiment 
(b) 1",,401 Security Guard 
(c) 35th Regiment$ 1st Divisicm 
(d) V-221 Quang Da PI'ovince 

(3) Units cited in para.graph 8ogo(1) above were identified 
by POWos/documents (enclosure (~~3)). Units listed in para.graph 8ego (2) 
were identified solely by POW v I! 0 Recognizing the probable mendac.i ty 
of the statements which divulg(~d the units in paragraph 8.g.(2)~ the 
information has been included for possiblE~ future use as collateral 
in unit identificationo 

(4) Enclosure (23) also cited captured documents identifying 
the presence of units and sU.bordinate elements thereof" which operated 
in Task Force Yankee AO o Numerous other captured documents SUbstantiated 
the fact that BA 112 housed various training schools., hospitaJ.s.,) and 
F&R type areas, supporting all units operating in the First Marine 
Division AD. The latter docul'Mmts have been recorded by 13th ITT 
(An Boa) and the F'irst Marine Division Document Translation Center 
(DTC) for future useo 

h. Significant Intelligen'~ 

(1) tdentification of Infiltra.tion Units =~d Routes of S~~ 

(a) BA 112. The p:rimary infiltration route~ shown in. 
enclosure (17) ~ wasverifi.ed by sightings and contacts as previously 
described e Other routes paralleled the trail networks described 
in enclosures (25) and (26)~ connecting the primary waterborne supply 
route~ the Song Cai to the westj) and the Dng Thu Slope (viCinity ZC 
1647) to the east. Enclosure (25) depicts trail nets reported by 
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Del ta Force and recon tear~ prior t.o Taylor Common ",hlCb "wre 1a tel 
verifiedo Eno:losurc (26) lists trans reported dunn'S Operation 
Taylor Commono 

(b) J~rizona Areao A study of 'the E.:ncrny'ls er:lplgcem~nt of 
SFDis I't.>veals the existence" of three c1i~,tinct co::~':r:d(Jr!;~, !'our:-hl,Y 
1000 meters wide~ \{[Jioh connect to t.hr: f,1<',jor tl'f>l,l nr:t~: from the Un?: 
Thu Slope and havo been totl:1.11y d0void of nny n:inil1f, ,!ct':lvit.vo 
These corridors m'o utili zed for (~nerq' troo plIo: ird;l c l::Ovr: !~Nl.t 
across the Al ]zon:t Area!)erclosurc (2'7). 

(2) ldc.::nj;ificatiQ!LJ?.f.-.2 Oll'!'.l~1J!.:!:.c':i~oll:'{ CI~t_!£::::. :':r,cl 0: 'lU: C (20) 
locates routes idmtified by pr nonN'S of war. 

(a) .c,nc] OSUl'O (29) 1i sts the to:a] tria.terjal anl cOl,nplexc}, 
oapturod or clcvtroyfJdo 

::;C11 f)ennt (b) Hlclnlll!'C (~U) .I'i:31·:,; LlI(, ·:oc : I ('J, 

caohes/bunker cornplexe.. ~,:;nol O:JUl: C (?2.1 J:t] '.lU tJ'L\ i: s UltBC lo(;,at:ions)0 

(a) During the period 23Feb<~08L1ar69g AXl Hoa Combat Basc 
was subjected to intermittent attacks by f:irc~ Employi.ng cra.ter a.lid 
fragment analys is p it was determined that tho 'j 20mm mortar vias cr.1ploycd 
for the first time in the FIrst ;:::a:t':ino Division 11.00 

(b) ~llho 122mm rockcts~ which imp.B.oted at An IIoa Combat 
Base during the Post TET Offensivcy 'W(:'rc tr..e f:Lrst of thr-lt cal:tber used 
agains t the base since 6Febb8~ when 5 x 122~ s :Lrnv,ct(~O on the nJ.I'strjJ)o 

(5) Other Significant: }nf~r.nn,t!2!lJi£:-;:,.'?frle£. 

(a) The following informption WEIG recordeo for futuro UBO 

( 1 ) Encll\Y M pos i ti ons 0 !';nc 1 osure (3 1) 0 

(2) EnelllY complexes u.'lcovered and dnst:rosod. 

(;) vc terminology for southern d:i"tr:l.ct8 of Quang 
Ham Province. ~nclosure (2). 

~i·I\'l 
<1'" ~."'" 

( ) ~"'s",~ 4 Sketches of si.[;njf'icant complexes and tYP~li(,1' <. 

buildings uncovered in BA 1120 Enclosure (~3)o 
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i. Tar~e~o 

(1) Targeting was accomplished by the G~·2~ through employment 
of the various collecti,on l!;l.gencies p to sUl>port, the fr:Lendly schellM' 
of maneuver and haraBB/in~erdict oneIllr Hnes of c;ommunica.tion~I' and 
assembly areaa.D'Qi:1ig f.ti~ ~to~~a..t'get8 were acquixed i'lOir employ~ 
ment of the following supporting arns g 

( ~) Artill ery 
(b) TPQ=10 
(0) CM3/TAS 

"I as Gas 
'2 DelE\Y fuze bombs 

(d) Arclights 

(2) A. total of 45~.cS9 8~Dela.Y fuze bombs p 47=Arolight strikes 
and \approximately one-half of the 1548 TPQ strikes were targeted by 
the:O ... 2. The aIro'Wlt of artille:ry fire targeted against intel.l~enoe 
developed targets is undf1i.er:m..i.ned. , 

j. (tover.§ad Concealm~. 

(1.) B4.11£. The dense 'Wegetationp th~CketD underbrush and 
jungle oanopy afforded maximum concea.lment for both f:dendly aJld 
enell\V forneso Oover from small arms and flat trajectory weapons 
is provided by large t'cees and dense under'bX!'USh" 

(2) A!1~~~~~2th. .~g,.,s A.O. Natural ~onoeal,ment 
is generally poor in the rice field areas p improving somewhat near the 
hamlets~ adjaoent liedg8rClWS and treelineso Na.tura.l cover from flat 
trajectory weapons~ prodded by rioe paddy dikes v is consi.dered fair .. 
}'..a.nmade spider holes p tombs p fortified b'Ullkers and well camouflaged 
fighting holes p~ovide the ene~ with. excellent cover and concealmento 

k. Obs tao les. 

(1)M 11~ NUJlIl9roUS densely vegetated p narrOWtv s~»",,<. 
sided ravinesp valleys and gorges compartment the area.. 'l'hfi steep 
mountain slopes restrioted and canalized movemento 

(2) Arizona Area. and..2.th.1.1¥Jn~ AO. The 1I1undated rice 
paddy dike areas provide the only significant obstacle to both enelIlY' 
and friendly movemento 

•• 1It!IJ.MM 
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Slim 
. ,~n ~" \' 

9" (s) Mi ... iono Task For~<rcHi2.e conduoted operatioD!!l 1,n (joopuaiioo 
and ooordinaUnn with ARVN Forces to find!, fix and dflatI"IQlY eru."JJJtV 
foraM in An Rca areap with .Marine Forces condu~ting $I!t&n~h and d~6trO:r 
operations in :8A 112 to destroy t.neJI&Y £or()esp (lla,chf18 and :ineta'!ULa.t~.ona 
while aimul taneously preparing a complex of FSBo e and COBu~ to SUPIXOO't 
operations along avenues of ap~oa.c:h fr.om Laotian 'i'ft>OI~dex'. A;r.>f!a of 
Operat1ono shown in enolOlsure 05)0 

ao Q£-9.tlt§!o BasiClally Ta.sk For~e Y8,Il:Iketl ~ond1lll.ct.lid & tbJt'eeJ ph_I! 
opera.tioll. 'to d_troy enem,y fo~eaf) caClihes and maitallatiOina :in thl!J Ar~a 
of Operation and ~epe.red a complex ()f FSnoe to eup~~t el;:t8111diteld 
operations along avenues of appro&C!h to BJL 112 trom the Laotian Iblcder. 
A vital porUm of the COMept was the matntenance o~: a continuClUS 
recon screen to the northp south s.nd west of the man~'U:lf'ering' batiaU,ons 
as they progreesed into BA H2o In addi tt~nv supporting arm rot ~Jnly 
previded direot support to the infantry and lret'lon eluments but a1~iCl 
maintained 11&1 .fu'e8 en all intell1gen~e 1~argetB dewE!loped 0 

(1) During Phase Onep aeal"Ch and clIear operaU.ons were «';011= 
ducted from the vic:tnity OIf Liberty Bridgf~ to An Roa along the axis 
Qf the line of communioat10n (Loo)o Subs«lquent~g T~~sk F~oe Yankee 
oonducted operations in ~ooperation and o()CXI?dinatilO'n with let ARVN 
Ranger Group in the An Hoa/Arizona Area t«) destrcl "lements of the 2£ 
NVA Division" Conourrently~ Task Foroe YlI.nkee assumed operational (iJon~ 
trol of elements of the 3d Marines (c~)(Re:ln) depliPlyed to An Haag and 
prepared a series of F3B~f3 and. Battalion COBOs for s~~ond phase Opera= 
tiona in BA 112 ut:Uiz1rJg &rolights ll m:l...ni.,lightB p spt,cial air' 
delivered ordnantJe and artiUeryo 

(:l) Phase Two commen~ed. with f©>ul' Marj.ne :Satta11oM sf'te©t.-wg 
PeJrAetratioo of BA.112 &I,d elSltabl1sb..'Wg lSnoe a.nd OOBo$ 8Sl r"q'lll]X'rtlrti 
to Mlppoart ext.ensiw$ seat'©h eJ\'Ad deatr'oy (l]~:ra.t~,oM ~o tind\) th: Mid 
destroy e:.ue:!ll\Y f()r~elS and ()ll\)lJlIlla.nd/lOlgiSlt:ilt'J~! iMtaUa.tji.oM" 

C~) In ll'has& Threep the Tailk FtCif.r©fil ('$ondu,@ted exttmded <!)p\!l.t'&.= 

tions inoludings !'<a1.QlOM&ilUJlMC8 8JD.d IIJiilX'wfdl.lam.©e tl·(l!l(!llP irmto th~ 
western zone of the area of OlPet'atiQllBr: d~~welC!PliMli'lt c,f FSBQ e to euppo:!t?t 
foroes completing neutL"ali:lstioll'A of BA ll~!; and to $u.tp~t mtwdi©t:ioo 
along avenues of approach .from th~ Laoti8J1l borde:ro 

bo 1I,liminau Inten~! ~~~,r A prooUt'aor to Ope:t'stj'!,(Q)J/j\ 
Taylor Common. :in BA 112 was the Uo jo ArXll3r Speoial F'()rl1!:r!B Delta F©l'©e 
Operation WerblOlMtl'to On 25 <>etoher 1968v Delta For@e ©!Pf!i,'rat:li.oJ!lilll were 
1ni t1ated by the insertion of reCionnaissane e and rlQlad runner teams i.n 
th. d.a ini ~ of BA 112 tlOl deterlllline enrl1l'W diepos:1. tiorls and 1008. t:liOm'l ,. 

Thes. efforts (('llontinued until 14 November 1968~ when the oplrs.U©n ~".'.'l';~; 
(!c,\ 
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was prematurely terminated to div1ert the Delta Foree to another area in 
Vietnallle The information oolleot~ during their operaticn was ~ompiled 
by III MAF and utilized oy Task Floroe Yankee 1n preparation of the 
estimate of the eneJV 81 tuat10n t,or Operation Te.rlar CO!ll!lQ'l., 

o. Phas." 

(a) The two overall objeotb6s far Phase I were: the .til»=> 
!nation of eneDIY tcrces as a. threat to the An Eoa Com~t :a." Mel the 
preparation of the 1n1 tial FSBo s tor the prl!lljelOtion of Task: FeirlOe Yankee 
into BA 1120 

(0) (:lhe first objeot;iYe was accoRtiktid by helclandiDi 
of the 2d Bn~ l' , Marinea into the southwestern portion of the ArizlOllnili. 
Area. to conduct "earoh and olear operatioll8 toward the nQti;beasi. The 
1st ARVN Ranger GrOl1p helo landeld on 10 December in the northeastern 
corner of the J'.1:izona Area and oClnduoted seareh and olear operations 
to the southwest through the 2d 11119 7th Marines" On 6 D~flmbC'p 
elements of the 1st Bn9 2d Bn a.D.(l 3d Bns of the 5th Marin~89 l'eturned 
i'rom OperaUm. Meade R1ver p oonduoted a thorough searoh andtllear 
operation through the 5th Marin eEl northern AO to the An Hoa Combat 
Baseo These operations in conjwlotion with the Arll\r 196th Br:igade 
Operations, h3ett. Canyon!) which vas o()nt1guous to the southern 5th 
Yeines boundarY9 accomplished the iAitial aspe~ts of sweeping mjor 
ene~ farces from the areas adjaclent to An RoaD Liberty Bridge and the 
H3R and 'W88 a prelimi.nary step to launohing Task Force ele_nts into 
BA 1120 

(~) Simultaneously!) ,dth the search and olear operation!) 
pt'eparation of the first four J8Ja aites was initiated by the .mploy~ 
ment of arol:i8ht!!ll9 TPQ ... 10p obs&r,red fixed wing CAS and oonoentrated 
artlllel'1 fir. mis8ionio The F.3J3 lo@atioDS were genez:'ally hills 
selected on. t,he bases ot Imltua.."Il :r:lre 8upp.~rt,abil1 .. I!;yp inter_ate 
elevat10np locally defensible anti )LOsitioned in response to the density 
of eneUW' a.ctivi ty reporuo The heawiMt ~o~en"brat1<lltn of f:i!.re during 
!base I was 413:'80ted against J'SB Larwe and 1'1);.19 the first i;c be 
established m B.1 1120 The relaU.wely long diel'tanoe that FS:B 18Jll\~. was 
loca.ted from An Roao the major &l~til1eJ:Y euppl\Jrt site9 di~tated the 
ne.d for a tempor8.t'1 mobil. lSBto be located &1 ©lQIItl to J'SB LB!!ll@. as 
1X>8Biblep pt'etera.b~ to be orien'ted :1Ja the sw.th to provide Mmple­
I18ntary fire 8u.pport to OIflJ/tlSl operations near long Son. The eelf'­
propelled 155* Rowitzlll!' (ML09) il:latteq supported. by an iRlf'a.nt~ 
compa.R'IY9 displaced overland to 8istabl1&h 1'6:8 HarjU at a. p@dtiolOl on 
the Song Th'llll. Bon ap~ox1Mt.ly tive klloaeterli from FSB La.ro.©e. 
Sohematic! diagram shown in enclosure (~) .. 
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(a) This Plase commeMed with the helc. e.ssaul t landin€; 
against HUl 515~ the site for 1i'SB Lance. The loc:ation h&liJee:!r. 
visually reconnoitered thoroughly after the preparatory fires 'Illy th", 
ZIPPO 81 d FIHRPO teams (see paragraph 14) to determine its S:~uita'" 
bili ty as a landing 50ne and for subsequent devel()pment as a FJB. 
Al though the preparatory fire cleared the greatest proportion of' 
vegetation from the l.anding zone, a few tree trunks wex'e not l!\vehd 
which necessitated the use of rappel techniques to land engineers and 
a seouri.ty foroe to clear a touohdown landing zone. Wi thin two hours 
an adequate landing zone had been created and the a.ssf.I.ul t element of 
the 3d Bnp 5th Marines begp.l'. landing to establish the FSB security 9 

as engineers commenced the construction of artillery pos itionsj) anmu­
ni tion and COllllll8.nd bunkers ~l11d enlargemnt of the landing zones. 

(b) Once the PJB security fore:e was esta.bHshed and the 60!t1 
and 8lMM IOOrtars emplaced? rifle companiesl radiated from the FSB to 
commence deliberate search and destroy ope,rations. The pattern that 
was established resembled a clover leaf p e,xpanding as the ClJloser areas 
became saturated by patrol activity. 

(0) This pattern of operation was cha.racterist~ of the 
establishment of l!'"3B ake and Spear and COB Mac\!. HlC'»wevep en FSB 
Spear and COB Maoe the preparatory fires "ere augmentetl by the li.llSe of 
the Combat 'l'rap MK 1.21 bomb dropped qy Uo S. Air For(;e 0-130 and 
controlled by I>larine ASRT Teams at HUl 55. Although partially 
suooessful on FSB Spearg the asp of the w~~apon system was not accurate 
enough to create the desired landing tz;one on the extremely narriOlw 
ridge linea select.cd for the FSBus. (See paragraph 14& 1) Tht!! 
establishment of the four Marine battalioJ'lsp \l.lJrJ.der the operational 
control of the 3d l':arinesg in the Eastern Zone of BA 112 e:ommenelfA 
the searoh and destroy operation against "the area of highest, incidence 
of reported enemy activity 0 The concentrl'l.tion of enel11V :installations g 

end the need to develop experi.enoe f'actor!~ for heli~lOpter operations 
in triple oanopied~ mountainous ter.rain uJllder the antiCipated weather 
conditionsp dictated a deta.iled coverage e)f all t~a.il netwrks edt 
of the Ong Thu esoarpment tor a period of at least two weekso A 
representative of the type of patrOl OOV'e:~ag6 exeouted is shown in 
enolosure (:57) 0 The g;reatest number of oaChes and structures R.na the 
If'.r.gest volume of equipment and supplies 'were located by patrtOlls frollll. 
these initial PSBus o 

(d) In conjunction with the ~SB searoh and destrlOy opere. ... 
tiona and as a Jl)S'nns to disrupt the helo assault patternp grO'W1d 
operations were mounted against Hills 1050 and. 551.. The former was 
established }rlnc.ipall:y as a cOmDWlioations retransmission si te~ th~ 
latter a.s a projected FSB to exploit the !II8.jor trail netwo:X:k identified 
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in the COB ~e area. 

(e) During th.i.s plulSe three ~.ob:il.e $txike Fo();J.;ce Companies 

and one G lDG Camp Strike Force Compan;y (Nong Son) conducted o:rel'ations 

within an area. of operation alc't1g the Song 'I'hu Bon south of Hong Son 

and contiguous to the southern boundary of the Ta,ylcr Common AO. 

A1 though thes e forces were relatively small thcq provided a ~on ti.mlO\lS 

impediment to tne £'low of e.nenur supplies and troops tha.t pre'lfio\l1iily 

had been using this comm/liaiscln route into the QUe Son mountains and 

into the flat lands beyond. These forces @ont:i.nued to o,i)erate in th~ 

area unti.1 29 ,January when they were helo lifted to the Ong rrhu slop~ 

to reolieve the 2d En, 5th ¥Arines~ whi.ch in turn displac,ed to M Hl()a 

for a short r~:ha.bili tat ion period. 

(r) The AnVN Rengeli:' Group oontinued sesrch and clear 

operations by separate battalilOl\ maneuvers to locate eneli\Y reaistar.cep 

and then ooncentrating the full Group to exploit tho.~ e contacts as 

they occurred. Throughout this phase the J£F and ARVN force,s per·iodl~ 

ca.Lly relieved in plMe companies and battaltofiS res~ectiyel;v,) t'o 

provide contimlOlls rp.habili t i"tti. on fo!' those nnH~o {Sc:hem."tic diagrEl~ 

shown in enolosure (38») 

( 3 ) tl1JI.He ...IiI ... £) • . J!'if!:. C,._~H'l 

(a.) The 3d Bn9 5th Marines helo Hft to COB Javelin on 

1 January 1969, slgnaled the initiation of operrttions in th~; \vestern 

Zone orp ITOre specifioally ~ the pen etr at ion of f:dendly for~"es int'(I, 

the large basin area between the escarpment of the Qlg Thu slope f<nd 

the Nui Gaing - Yang Brai ridge (center of mBS ZC 0(34). ,Following 

the establishment of COB Javelin the fire support preparations of 

Hill 508 for the location of }!SB Maxwell connnenc:ed. A1 though <:l:ver 

17'7 tons of' high explosive were used to establish a landtng zoncv the 

nulllber of linbless tree trunks obs:trooting a touchdowrL landing and 

conUnued cnenu small ams fiI'ep militated against a hel0 landing 

direct.ly on the hill. As a rE~sultp the 1st Bnp ;d ¥ariGes ,,,ere helo 

lifted to the LZ on Hill 128 Ellld a ttaoked toward Hill 508 through Hill 

401. finally assaulting Hill 5106 on 15 January. Upon the e:'l";ablish= 

lllent of F',jB YJa,X'<I$llp the ~d }I~lX'ines were in position to pursue the 

eneDtY foroes !llong diverging lines to f!earch and clear the reuainder 

of BA 112. The 3d Bnp 3d l<!arjlne:s condooted Sear'Cln and destr<toy IOJpera.= 

tions south and "West from FSB Cutlass th'rough COB Dart t .. } C,)B Battle 

Ax and FSB Bolo. The 3d Bn~ 5 th Marines continued seat·cb aJ:.!d destroy 

opera.tions through COB BrOadS1flOrd to FSB Tomahawk. The 1st Bn9 }i 

Marines concluded search and destroy operations with oompanies on 

pnX'allel ax-is of advanoe north and west towards the EO! So:m~"Ma,i GW 

ridgeline (c enter of IllaDS ZC064S). COB Scdmitar was devel()ped M the 

latter ridgeline overlooking 'the oonfluen('a~s of the Song Cai and the 

Song Boung. Relative distano,es between the FSB/COB a.nd ,~n Hc,a ar.e 

shown in enclosure (39). 
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(b) By 5 February ~ Task Foree Yankee was operating along 
the entire length of the ~iong Cai within the broad demarkation of BA 
112 and 1st Farce R~con Co team were penetrating deep into the wes·tern 
approaches to BA 112: .. 

(0) The ARVN Hanger Gx'oup Ollerating in the Arizona ilJ.'ea9 
the 1st Bnp 5th Y.:arines on Go Noi and in the northern 5th Marines AO 
and the 196th :in the '.;ue Son l"nuntains "Iere continuing their opftt'a= 
tions against NVA and va foroesp and direotly or' indirectly pt'lQJtecti.~ 
the An Hoa Combat Base while destroying enenw forces and 'Uncoveri.ng 
significant ea¢hes of supplies and equilmm t .• 

(d) Between 7=12 February 9 BLT 2/26 was passed OreON ttO; 
T~k Force Yankee to conduct a short operation in the Go No::;. Island 
N:ea. On 10 Februaryv BI,T 3/26 was deployed. in the Arizona Area ann 
the 1st ARVN Ranger Group was withdrawn to Danang. By mid=February 
Task Foroe Yankee had neutralized BA 112 and had established FSB!COBug 
on the western aPJroaches from the Laotian border. Upon order of the 
1st Marine Division, on 15 Februaryp TaskF)rce Yankee reduced the 
scale of Operation Ta.vlor Common by d is:plae ing to An Hoa all forces 
in BA 112 exoept two c:ompanies p each with one ba.tte:ty(~)(Rein) of 
Dis artillery that were located on FSB 'I'omf'hawk and MaxwelL 

( e) The 3 d Mari ne Hq and the' 3d Bn? 3d MR.:rine s weI' e 
redep1C(yed to })ong Hal (iU,ang Tr i on 16 -17 February. Subs equen tly p on 
21 Februaryp i.mmed1ately after deployil'l€: for a short operRtion in the 
5th Marines northern AO p the 1st Bnp 3d Marines were displaced to 
Hill 55 and sHbsequently redeployed to I)ong Ha/~.tua.ng Tri. Commencing 
on 21 Fe'bruarY$ 2d Bn, 5th Mar e:onduoted ground and halo ~vement on 
Go Noi Island in ooordination and oooperation with the 1st llRVN 
Hanger Gr""'lp to f.Lnd 9 fix and destroy eneIllY forces~ fortifioations and 
ins tallations. Limited land clear In&, opera tiona by use of high ex~ 
plosivcs chargesg medium dozers and Herre plows were to be IConduoted 
inu"ediately following the sweep. Iwrwev(~9 the general NVA/VC attack 
by fire throUGhout I Corps postponed thi~s operation in fa'\f'or of sear~h 
mel clear opera tiona and oompany size patroling in the vicinity of An 
Hoa and Liberty Bridgeo Betwee.nthe latt.oer date and. 5 lIfux'©hv ope:rat;ions 
oontinued in the Arizona ~ea and the 5th tvr.arines northern AD. By 22 
February» increased enelllY activity at FS]3 Tomahawk and !'.axwell justified. 
the redeployrnen t of the ent ire ~d Bn, 5 th }!a.rines to th· d.~r eJ~M 1[11£ the 
two FSB's. Daily attac.ks by fire on An HOla and ia~\X'eMed enemy M'U'1I'ity 
throughout the 5 thMar AOp coupled with gxound prob~s and mortar at·ta©ks 
aeainst the FSBDsp dictated redeploymen"t; of f.arces ~'om BA 11.2. The 
termination of Operation Taylor Common 111a.B signalled by the di.sp'iacement 
of 3d En, 5 th :r-rarines from the BA 112 to An H«l>a. In ~ont:r as t to the 
displaeement of 15<=>18 Februaryp the enf'lny actively oppooed t,he fl"iendly 
force movement from cont;a..c:t. A In:'ecis II))f this cri ticlal displMcm:mt 
is contained i.n enclosm::e (45). Se:heoo,Uc diagram shown in enolosure 
(40). 
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..... 
(f) Gommon to all three phases of the opeI'at,;.orJ 'W't,iC1 a 

maximum rf..>connaissllJ1oe effor.t, 1~l'I\ploying reconM;.:i.aHMce t.eAi"tlS on n. 

mission. ol~iented basis •. These "teams condooted obsc.rvl'!ti on/5'lX::'1'eH­

lance oeo stingray patrols to the flank f:1H1 forward of frj?·tHJ1y 

forces moving through BA 112. (~oncomite.ntly, eX't1.11(·il.';':l G',pp<'rt. 'V~n.S 13. 

bifurcated effort with me.neuver:ing/opere.ting fO.!'cns [lnd tLr: rpcon­

naissanoe effort receivin3' supp':>rting fires from Dit'E>ct ;;lp,~~·:~t 

105/155MM How ('I'D) Batteries ta.l::tioally posit1oned on FS};~~;:.u tit. 

112; and, from c;cnera.l support lnedium and he,<vy e.rtill~l·.y 1.~.·,ti::~J":'il~'S 

positioned at the An Hoa. Artilhry Complex. 'l.'he artillery f::'!"!!i 

support was ubiquitous and not 'only erfeotl.vely support Task F'orce 

Yankee 'OJ'IC"~ but» also ARVN Faroes operating in the Jlrizona Area; 

and KiF/Clro J.t'oroes operating i.n. the Thuong Duo and. No.Llg Son N.'eaS. 

11. (5) EDQutiOl!. 

e.. Day-by-day narrative (see enolosure (41». 

b. :;;1gnit1oant Actions/Occurrences 

27Nov68, Task: Force Yankee activated for pla.nnin.~. 

4D8068, Task Force Yankee activated. for operations. 

7Deo68, Operation Ta;yl(JIr Common comnenoed with ELT 2/7 con­

ducting a helioopter assault into the southwest portion of the ArizcHa 

area.. 

9-10D.o68, 1st ARVN Ranger Group commenced piortic1pation in 

Ope'l.'ation Te;vlor ComllOn. 

9Deo6e, CC, TF Yankee assumed OroON Hl1s, 3d Marines (-)(Rein). 

1(D8068, MlbUe FSB Ma)~ne established vioini ty AT 653425. 

11Deo68, 3d Marines (-)(Rein) assumed OFCON of the ~~ Bn(-) 

(Rein), 5 th Marines. 

1IDeo68, Phase II of O:peration Taylor COIlUln!l;()mWoftl~ed with the 

initial penetr.'ation of B8$e ~Iea. 112 when the 3d Btl . (-)(Rein)1 5th 

,:larines conduoted a helioopter assault on IIill 575 ~AT 7944(6) and 

commenoed development of F3B L,e.noe. 

1}Deo68, ~ Marines (-)(Rein) assumfd OroON of the 2d Bn (Rein), 

5 tb Marines. 

13D8068, 1st Bn (-)(Rein), 3' MaJ~ines closed An Hoa and passed 

to OroON of ,d Marines. 
'{ ~ :, iJ: t2~ 
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14Dec68~ 3d BEl (-)(Rein), 3d Marines olosed An Hoa and passed 

to OroON of 3d Marines. 

2,nec68, 1st ARVN Ranger Group v:Lo (AT 8351",AT 8451) made contaot 

with an unknown size eneJl\Y' foroe utUiziJ~ small arms$ automatio weaponsp 

13-40 rookets and REG fire. The oontact clontimed throughout the d~ 

with the enemy breaking oontact at appro:ltimately 232230H. Results of 

the oontact weres 12 ARVN lCIAil 5' ARVN 1HIA(E) t 158 NVA KIAp 16 IWC 

and 10 OS"ttC. 

26Deo68~ BLT 2/7 terminated participation in Operation Ta¥lor 

COlllllOn and OroON passed from Cq~\TF Yameee to the 7th Marines. 

26Deo68p Nong Son CIDG Foroes and;t;t.o Mobile Strike Foroe 

Companies trom C:ompallJ' "C", 5 th S peoial Forces Group "A" commenced 

P&rticipatim in Operation Taylor COJllllOn. 

IJen69, Phase III of OperatiCl'l Taylor Common oommenced when 

a platoon from L/3/5 and 8. platoon from Co B. 1st Engr Bn conducted 

a helioopter assault on Hil1 734 (ZC 062,76) and oommenced development 

of FSB Javelin. Negative ene1ll1 resistanoe was encountered during 'the 

assault. 

3Jan69p the 2d Troop~ 4th ARVN Cavalry commenoed. pu-tioipation 

in Operation Ta,ylor Common in support of the 1st ARVN Ranger Group. 

15Jan69, Ml ArJllV' helioopter flying a visual recon was downed 

by enenw ground fire in the vioinity of ZC 1083870 The helicopter 

orashed and burned. All personnel on b()ard the helioopter when it 

orashed were killed. The embarked perscmnel included the Regimental 

Comnander of the 3d ltarinesp the Commanding Officer of the 1st Bn t 

12th Marines and the Regimental Sergean1. Major of the 3d Marines, the 

Regimental Co.mma.nder's Radio operator alld the four mM orew of the 

helioopter. 

28Jan69, Task Force Yankee reached the eastern bank of the Song 

Cai River when 3d Bn, 5th Marines seizel! Hill 235 (ZC 016418). 

29Jan69p a squa.d ambush from 0/1/7 in the vioini V' of (AT 

964536) observed an estimated 300 NVA across the Song Thu ~~ River 

vioiniV' AT 995543. 0/1/7 deployed in a blocking position and engaged 

the enelltY with its organic weapons, mortars and thrine artillery, 

D/l/5 deployed to the vicWty of AT 9'95543 and engaged the enerq foroe. 

The contact oontinued until approxiIXlFl,tely 3003QOH when the eneuw was 

able to break contact and flee to the south. Results of the oontact 

were 7 USMJ WIA(E) and 72 NVA KIA. 

6Feb69p Task Foroe Yankee commeinoed operaticns west of the 

Song Cai River with 2d Bnp 5th Marines oonduoting a helicopter assault 
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on Hill 435 (zc 0212~5) and oOl!lDlenced searoh and destroy operations north­
northwest along the west bank ()f the rivere 

7Feb69~ BIJr 2/26 oommenoed participation in Operation T~lor 
COlllDlOl1 under the OFCON of the 5th Marineso 

10Feb69~ BLT 3/26 coDlJDtenoed :r;art1cipa.tion in Operation Taylor 
Common when the BIJr oonducted Ii helioopter landing into an LZ seoured 
by the 1st ARVN Ranger Group in the vicinity of .AT 903558 and oommenoed 
search and clear operations in the Arbon&. area under the OroON of the 
5 th Marines 0 

lOFeb69o the 1st ARVN Rall6er Group terminated participatim 
in Operation Tqlor Common. 

llFeb69p the Mobile Stt'ike FOl:Ce terminated partioipLtion in 
Opera.tion Tqlor ClomJlX)n. 

l2Feb69, BLT 2/26 termina.ted Jartioipation in Operation Te.v1or 
Common and :pass ed to OroON of ·the 7th Marines. 

14Feb69, :OOen Samuel J1SKlLXA relieved BGen Ross T. DW'YER p Jr 
as Commanding General, Task Force Yankee. 

15Peb69, TF Yankee cOJl'menceci reduotion in 8cale of Operation 
Ta~'lor Common by displacing one Marine Regiment (~}(Rein) and one 
Battalion (Rein) from BA 112 to An Hoa while continuing recon screen 
and search and olear operatiolllB with one Marine Battalion ( ... )(2 Com­
~nies) to find~ fix and destroy enemy forces and oommand/logistios 
installations in BA 112. 

l6Feb69, ;d Bn g ;d Mar'wee completed helo lift from FSB Bolo 
to An Boa and oommenced redepl.oyment:tQ. Quang Tri by C-1;0 aircraft. 
OPCON passed to CG~ 1st ¥.arinEI Dl,.vision. 

17Feb699 1st Bn p 3d ~Il.·ines lifted from COB Soimitar to Hill 
55 and commenced rehab. OroON paSsed to 5th Marinese 

11 Feb69, oroON Hqp 3d Marines :passed to 00 9 1st lIarine Division 
upon redeployment to Q1ang Tr~~. 

18Feb69 p 2d Bn, 5 th Mi~ inea hel 0 lifted trom FSB Saber to All 
Hoa and oomnenced rehab. 

l8Feb69, 3d Bn (-)p 5'th Marines helo lifted from FSB Tomahawk 
to An Boa. and 0 ommenc ed r eha.b,J 

2OFeb69, CG~lst Marini! Division issued verbal order for 1st Bn., 
3d Marines, to retur'n to Hill ·~;5 and prepare for redepl07~nt to Quang 
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22Feb69, 2d Bn, 5th Marines in OO()I'd1nation and oooperation with 
the 1st .Am R8l1ger Group comenoecl opet'8:tions on Go Noi leland. 

23Feb69, ,~t 0130B, the An Hos. Coma.t Base received an unknown 
number of 821'1M and la:>}I!M mortar f:ire from severa.l suspected launch sites. 
Undf'.r t •• cover of the mortar a.ttack the lenemy was able to cut tRe 
outer per1lleter wire and toss satchel oha.,t:ges into one of the ammo be:r1lS 
causing the alIlIDO to ignite. As the a,IIlIX) lbegan to detonate it toased 
tire and exploding ordnance into the r •• i.ning' BE storage berD18 in the 
area. The eneDtY were repelled by the use of organic weapons, Marine , 
artillery anel Spooky. The eneDtY broke contaot and fled to the ,id'orth­
easte Results of the oonta.ot were 4 001£ KIA, ~ PF KIA, 49 USMC l,vIA(E) , 
39 us~ WIA(M), 17 VC KIA, 1 M and the fire in the ammo berms 
resulted in the loss of all HE 8Dlm for lt05MM, 155NM, 8" and l75MM 
artillery pieces. 

24 ... 25 Feb69 , .sn 24 a.pd 25 Februar,y the resupply of operating 
units was transferred from the LSA at An Boa to the alternate L3~ at 
Hill 55. This transfer was due to the destruction by enem.y a.ction of 
six ammunition storage revetments and 27,845 rounds or artillery 
aDII11Wlit1on at the Ls.A. An Boa, causing extensive shrapnel and debris to 
be sca.ttered thro~hout the area., with continued oooking off of 
additional rounds 'f6r a 48 hour period. 'The amuni tian exploding 
oaused a possible hazard to helicopters SAd liST personnel.- A18o~ the 
level. of supply had to be re.tored a.t the LS.!in order to resupply 
the operating units. Resupply:lng' from tne al ter.nate LSA for two days 
was a satisfactory solution, WIder the eller,enoy condi tio_. Howeverp 
it would have been a problem to resupply' from the alternate LSA for an 
extended period of time due to the fact t;he.t un1 ta 0 RUC lines and 
warehouses were located at An Hoa and ·it would have been difficult to 
tranafer Class II and VIII lIy.pplies to' Hill 55. It the relocation of' 
the resupply effort to the altemp.te LSA was to have been perllBnent or 
lengthyp it ...auld have been neoe.e-ar;J' to relocate Cl ... II and ViII 
supplies, unit representatives, and all Loo personne1p to the alternate 
ISA immediatel~ 

26Feb69, L/~ /26 in the vicinity of AT 830490 _de co.tact with 
an unknown size eneD\Y force utilizing smdl 81'lI8 p IIOrtar and M-79 
fire. The company returned fire and IIIOV.!ld to aa.atil t the pOli tiono 
As the unit moved it came under intense eUII8.11 arms/automatic weapons 
and mortar fire. The company oontinued 1~o return tire with its 
organiC weapons, Marine artillery- and ail~ strike_. The ene~ oontinued 
their intense fire as the company moved land additional air Btrikes and 
artillery were employed and oontrolled b~, an lO. The contact con­
tinued until approximately 262015R at wb:loh time the enel\Y' was able to 
break oontact. Results of the contact WI!l'8 6 US~ lIAg 29 USltD WIA(E) ~ 
30 NVA KIA"', and 1 I\C. 
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7Mar69 p Task Force Yankee terminated operations in BA 112 

with the displacement of com}8r.Lies Ie elld M 3d. Bnp 5th Marines from 

PSB Kci.xwell to An Hoa.. 

8Mar69p the .An. Roa Coml)e.t Base received 122 rounds of mixed 

82MM Recoilless Rifle, mortar ELlld l22MM rocket fire. Results of 

this atta.ck were 1 USM:l KIA, 20 USl-C WIA{E) and 17 USMJ WIA(M). 

8Mar69, CG p Task Farce Yankee paSsed OroON of the 5 th 

Marines and 1st Foroe Reconnainsance Company to the CG 9 1st Marine 

Division effeotive 0OO8QOR Mar69. 

8Mar69. Operation Tayl()r Common terminated and Task Foroe 

Staff was reorgellized for post Operation administration. 

(Note I Significant bunker complexes/caches uncovered are listed in 

enclosures (30) and (33).) 

o. Unusual TAO tios or T!cb.nigues 

(1) g,licoRtor Drop Rel::ovm Plan 

(a) During the cou.rse of Operation Tavlor Common approx ... 

ima.te17 20,000,000 pounds of supplies and equipnent wq;e delivered 

to Marines within a radius of 20 mUes of An Hca by 5 pOOO helicopter 

sorties. Although only 7 lifts were dropped aCCidentally or under 

eDlrgency conditione outside of friendly oontrolled areas, it was 

imperative that expeditious action be taken immediately upon 

notifioation of' drop to preclude the eneDV taking possession of' 

valuable material. 

(b) The following prooedures -were established to reoover 

lifts dropped outside of friendly positioose 

.~:!. 1\11 helioOl)ter pilots were instruoted to inform 

An Hoa DASC immediately of the! time and looation of the drop, the 

nature of the material in the 11ft and the disposition of the 

material after imt:SOt. AdditionallY9 if practicablep the helioopter 

would remain in the area to gtllide the pick up team and protect the 

drop from ene~ forces. 

sn. 
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l The.An Hoa DASC immel!l1&tely J1ot11'ied the Task 

roroe ,Ajr Offioer of the time and looat:Lon where the drop ocourred 

and types of items dropped, if kAolill • 

.i The TaBk Foroe Air Qrricers 

.I Directed an AO, :1f' aT&ilablep or IU\Y a:!r ... 

craft operating in the area to locate alo.d ma1Atain surveillanoe on 

the drop, 11' the dropping airoraft ooulcl not remain on statione 

.! Notified immediately the unit wi thin 'Io4lcBe 

area of operations the drop ooourred, ot the looatiCl1lp time and 

nature ot the material dropped • 

.£ Notitied the Task Foroe G-29 G., and PSCC 

of the drop and procedures acoomplished to that U.eo 

d DeSignated 2 CH-46 and 2 UH-IE(G) heli­

copters to execute &-helo moveunt ot 'tille seour1 ty force to the 

site or the dropped lift. Priorlt)- of the helo JlW)ve.ent of the 

security torce over other missi<Jls w8$ determined by the Task Fczoe 

G-:5. 

';;,;,i~;J;The infantry unit r~18ponsjble for the area in 

whioh the lift was dropped: 

.! Provided a m1nill\UD of one platoon (-) as a 

rea.cticn force within 30 minutes for dhplaoement intc the area 

to secure or search for the drOll if' rC!lqu:tredo 

-t""',':!'" .i In the event th"t a civilian popilation 

area ~.~;,atfeoted, ooordinated their c)perations with the district 

ohief, iJllJllediately torll1l&ted plans tOl~ use ot the loud .peaifer . 

aircraft aM DB te&ll to broadcast appeals tor ~iTilian. to tum 

in the equipment or supplies tor pqmllnt &nd"'~ .. per&tiOJl8 tor . 

solatium payments and initiated med10&1 al8:ietuoeg it required.. _ 

/J;- The Logiat1c Operation Oenters 

.I ImmediateJ.t _seIlbl.d and prCTideclone US'! 

." 
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and equipaent to accOIIp&n1' the reaction torce and. to ass ist in re= 
pacld.JJg and extracting the dropped -iteM. 

b When ordnance iteu were 1nWolved~ provided. 
EOD personnel to aec~nr the reaction torce to determine the 
satety/leasibilit7 ot extracting or destroying the items& 

6 The Taek Force ci"2 provided an up=dat.e brief1q 
for the reaction-platoon on the ene~ situation in the area where the 
drop occurred. 

1 The 1st Force Recon COg 

a Provided. one recon team as the reaction torce 
it intantr,r units were unable to enter the area ot the drop due to 
the terrain and/or vegetation. 

b Was prepl&red to provide qualified divers with 
SCUBA equipment for over water drops. 

(2) Artille~ Techniq1l.ee. ArtUle17 tactics emp10red 1n 
support of Operation .,101' Camm-cD followed the basic doctrine 
established by' the 11th Marinefl. Prep""t1res» blocking f'ire8» ar ... 
till817 ambushes D harassing and. interdiction» and DUsing of ba1;= 
teries utilizing time~an~target, (TOT Os) were all technique8 
constantl1' employed against thel enell\Y throughout the Operation. 

(a) The technique CIt 1n1t1al17 adjuating with Wb:lte 
Phosphorus (WP) rounds in the dlense forest areas added materia11T 
to observers visual orientaticml and accelerated the adjustment 
and tire for effect phases of t,he tire mission. 

(b) Adjustment by siound of 1mpact was also relied upon 
by observers on occasion8 wherEI terrain features and weather 
conditions masked all possibiH.t1 of visual adjustment. 

d. Civil Affa1re/PSYOP Aot'iv1t1es 

(1) Civil Aftair! 

(a' At the time Tae:k Force Y8illkee Staff organization 
was being developedp it was vil!lualtr.ed that all civic action (Civil at ... 
fatn) operations would be rest,ricted to the area of operatioDe of the 
5th Marines and would be coordtnated through that staft. The &rrpg .... nt 

, ..... 
DECLASSIFIED 

I 



DECLASSIFIED 

"SCI[C' 

would leave only a minimal requirement to coordinate with higher head­
quarters being invested at Task Foroe level and would require no 
speoitio seotion or assigned offioer. HoW8V'et', the operations of the 
lbbUe Stt'ike Foree under the OPCON of the 3d Marines did oreate 
approxLmately 1400 refugees that were far beyond Nong Sonvs capability 
to t~,bhouse and gainfully employ. 

(b) This presented little diffioulty to the T8$k Force 
Staff since the Assistant Operations Officer/F6YOP Offioer waS exper­
ienoed in these mtters, and su.coessfu.lly executed the planninCIl,i," 
ooordination and supervision required. I 

(0) The detailed oivil affairS report ,and a SUlIllllAry of the 
Nong Son problem is oontained in enclosure (42). 

(2) myop Aotivities 

(a) General. The psychological operations in support of 
Operation Taylor Common were exeouted in a superior DBnner. D~il7 
leaflets drops and aerial loudspeaker broadoasts ~ere planned and 
executed to exploit ene~ oontacts, the tactica.l situation and support~ 

v Wherever, poSSible, civil affairs activities, 

(b) The VIP and Chieu Hoi OaJlllpaigns reoeived particular 
emphasis during the 'rET Chieu Hoi oampd6.'~ - Rapid reaction by HB 
(Loudspeaker ground) teams in exploltiitg contacts by tactical units 
and the use of Hoi Chanhs to broadcast Ohieu Hoi appeale to their 
comrades was significant to Operation. T~lor COI:llllOn., 

(0) Leaflets and Loudspeaker Broadcasts 

1 Leaflets and aerial broadcasts were used daily 
throughout the operation, All efforts we~e made to ihsure the themes 
of the leaflets ard broadcasts were relev'ant to the partioular situation. 

. 1 Special leaflets and a.erial loudspeaker broadcasts 
were 'frequently used to support the taot:l.oal situation as it developed. 
In addition to these, locally produced tbeaes and text were incorporated 
into the leaflet drops and loudspea.ktr bI'Oadoa.8.ts to insure ~1mum 
utilization of 1?SYOP assets. .' 

(d) VIP Campaign. The VIP pr'qgram resulted in signifi­
oant inoreases in the number of items of ordnance which were turned in 
for rewards. Looalities which had not pI~evioualy participated in the 
VIP program were encouraged to rep(r t the. location of mines and booby 
traps. Initial signs of success in thiS program were indicated when 
indigenous personnel began reporting the loo&-tion of mines and booby 
traps. Additionally, D8~ of these persc.nnel led infantry units to 
the actual locaticns of mines and booby -t;raps. 
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(e) The detailed PaYOR) repcrrt is contained in 
enclosUre (4})e 

e& Deoepticns/W1thdrawal. 

(1) general. The reduotion in scale of Opera.tion Ta.v1or 
CommM. was visualize4 as a three lhase operationo The first Ihase was 
a cover and deception plan covering the period from R=7 d~ until 
R-da,yo The second phase was the displacement of the ,d Marines (=) 
(Rein)p the 2d Bnp 5th MarinE!S and the ~d Bn ("")9 5th M3rines from 
their positions in BA 112 to An Hoao The third phase vas the redeploy­
oent of the 3d Marines from An Boa as direoted. 

(2) lhase I (Cover and Deoeption} 

(a) BasicallythE~ cover and deception operations were 
two separate efforts that were integrated and mutually supporting 
during the initial phase of j~he displacement of Task Force Yankee 
units from BA 112. 

(b) The deception plan is included in e~losure (44) 
(limited distribution). 

t~) Phase II (Displa.c~ement from BA 112} 

(a) The reduction of foro es in BA. 112 was aocomplished by 
helo lifting battalion size I!lements reinforced with Dis artillery units 
directly from the:1r locationl:! to the Combe;t Base at An Hoa. Sinoe units 
were nost susceptable to eneJIG'" attack during displace:aent utilization 
of the minimum possible time was the 8Oa10 

(b) In order to l!Lssure the success of the movement p 

representatives from the un1'ts involve4 p together with those ot the 
supporting arms, met for a d'etailed brier early in the planning stages 
of the displaoement. Partioular emtilasis was given to air supporto 
Representatives for fixed wilng units g helicopter unit8~ (flight leader9 
gunship leader, and TAO (A); were briefed extensively on the displace= 
mentg even to the load movement scheduleo A Helicopter Con.~l 
(Airborne) was inoluded in the planningo The RCA function wa.s to 
exercise overall supervision of the helo movement!) and to make "on 
the spot" diagnoses of pt'obl<ems arising from air supportb This 
included requests for additional air org with the unit cOJllIllA,nder Y s 
ooncurrencep mLncr deviations from the baSic plan to enhance the 
coordination of the displacemento 

(0) A sohedule was devised to allow the displacement of 
all forCes over a three del' period. It was believed that this was an 
acceptable time frame particularlY if the deoeption plan had engendered 
a response by the enell\Y in another direotiono 
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(d) Concurrent with the stringelnt displacement sohedule 
would be the acceptance of the risk of austere stockage levels on the 
FSB's just prior to close out. This lattal' evolution was a matter of 
close command. attention and required the siirictest compliance with the 
scheduled downgrading of stockage levelo 

(e) The most critical ingredient of this phase of the 
operation was the control of helicopters ~ld the detailed coordination 
required to assure that units and equipmen1. to be he10 lifted were 
staged at the proper site and at the time prescribed.o To coordinate 
the movement, a helicopter controller airb()rne, was 011 station daily 
during the displacement operationo 

(f) A particularly Significant facet of the displacement 
from each FSB/COB was the requirement to pc)lice up all trash~ small 
objects, pieces of paper, metal and cloth '~hat could be blown about 
by the rotor wash from the large "hellcopte:rs which might result in 
damage/injury to the aircraft, equipment or persormel. In the same 
cast it was required that a representative of the Regimental Commander 
inspect each FSB/COB prior to the departurl9 of the last increment of 
persormel to insure against material of value to the enemy remaining 
on site. 

(g) The displacement schedule had a certain amount of 
elasticity to assure relative flexibility in tile schedule in the event 
of foul weather. However I any del~ greater than one day would h3.ve 
required a change in the fixed wing schedule for the redeployment of 
3d Marines (-)(Rein) to Quang Tri/Dong Ba. 

(4) Phase III (Redeployment of 3d Marines (-)(Rein)) 

(a) The lift of the 3d Marines from BA 112 to An Boa was 
planned in snch a. sequence and interval to provide each battalion a 
:-llinimuI!1 of 18 hours for rehabilitation and staging before departure. 
However, due to tactical committments in the 3d Marlne Division area 
the lift of the 3d Marines to Q1!ang Tri/Dc1ng Ha commenced upon 
arrival of the units at An Hoa .. 

(b) Redeployment of the 3d 11a1'ines was by fixed wing 
aircraft from An Roa to Quang Tri/Dong Ha .. 

(5) Final Displacement of 3d En ~;th Harines. Ene~' 
opposi tion to displacement ot' 3d En, 54 Frarines created a different 
timing sequence and support requirement which m~ be more indicative 
of the situations to 'be expected in futurE~ operations in BA 112 or 
similar type terrain. See enclosure (45) .• 
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Be fobl• ot Los'. I 

(1) l:£1en411 PFlonnel IoS8.8 

J§m Alm! 9.IDG/M3' 

157 USloC KIA 100 ARVN KIA 5 CIDG WIA (EVAC) 

:5 USX: KIA (BllR) :5 USA WIA (EV AC ) 1 USA WlA (EVAC) 

1 'CBN KIA ,~j3 ·MtU WIA (EVAO) 1 M3F WIA (EVAC) 

4 USA KIA :1 USA WIA (NONEVAC) 2 I£F WIA (NONEVAC) 

1043 USJrD WI! (EVAC) :L US!C WIA (NONEVAC) 1 I£F me 
2 USN WIA(EVAC) 1 AUST wIA (NONEY AC) 

1 USA WIA (EVAO) 2 AllYN WI! (HONEVAC) 

1 KSC VlU. (EVAO) 2 ARVN DBC 

342 USltD WIA (NONEVAO) 1 USA NBC (EVAC) 

23 USKJ DBC 20 AllVN NM (EViO) 

102 USIC NBC (EVAO) 

1 KOS N:BC (EVAO) 

49 iOl 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

<H •• EsTUI, 

(2) F..nem P';eonnel L28118 

~ 

769 NVA KIA 

6~O VC KIA 

15 NVA PW 

14 va N 

4 RTNEE/NVA 

8 RTNEE/VO 

90 CIVDEF 

Am 

614 WA KIA 

120 VO KIA 

5 NVA I>vl 

4 VO P\lr 

1 RTNE!:/NVA 

54 eIVDF:F 

(~) Friendly EguiEOO!nt Losses 

USMC 

15 N-16 

2 M-19 

1 Jv:-60 m 

1 ffiC-25 

1 mC-9~ 

1 45 oa.l pistol 

1 shotgun 

5 binocul ara 

'5~\ 
,.v?< 

.<mlG/Jt§l 
J 

6 INA KIA 

28 va KIA 

:; NVA Prf 

5 VC PW 

1 RTNEE/NVA 

20 C lVDEF 

Destroyed 

17 M--16 

1 M-14 

4 106 Recoilless Rifles 

3 M-60 m 

:; M-79 

6 mC-25 

1 sniper rifle 

13 binoculars 

1 starlight Scope 

1 UH-IE helioopter 

3 CH-46 helioopters 

1 F .. 4 Airoraft 
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(4) EneI~r Eguipment Los~: (See enclosure (29)). 

b. Bomb Damage Assessments (BDA). Bomb damage assessments were 
recorded by An Boa DASC on iactrcar-a:i r strikes and A6A Beacon sorties. 
The analysis was made by the TAD(A), Aerial Observer, or ground unit 
supported. BDA's encompass thei amount of ordnance on target and the 
ordnance coverage of the target.. An example is 100/95 which means 
100% of the ordnance was deliveired on target with 95% coverage of the 
target. 

(1) The following bomb damage assessments were reported by 
airborne and ground observers: 

Bunkers Destroyed 99 

Bunkers Damaged 27 

structures Destroyed 359 

Structures Damaged 31 

Trench1ine Destroyed 280, Meters 

Treeline Destroyed 1420 Meters 

Storage Sites Destroyed 0 

Secondar,y Explosions 104 

Sustained Fires 63 

Probable KBA 61 

Boats 11 

(2) BDA's for the 47 Arclight strikes were submitted sepa­
rate1YI by message, to the CG, 1st Marine Division (Attn: FSCC). 

13. (u) Administrative Matte~ 

a. Administrative Plan. let MarDiv Admin Order 448-68 and CG, 
Task Force Yankee mag 08002,Z Dec68, directed the procedures by which 
the administrative matters for' Operation Taylor Cornmon would be 
accomplished, and described the logistics procedures to be followed. 
They were adequate in all respects as to basic concepts and procedures 
except for Annex B (Logistics Operations Center) of the Admin Order. 
The l'rocedures for the operat1.on of the Logistics Operations Center 
(LCC) were modified and improyed as the operation progressed. Para 
14 .d. describes in detail an j.mproved method of operation for the to:: e 
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b. Suug/SesupplT 

(1) The 15A, An Hoai was the primary LSA which provided supply 
and" ervice support to Operation Ta.y-lor Common. A LSA at Hill" Wll.S 

designated as the alternate LSA. The primary means of resupply was by 
helicopter. A too f'unctioned as a coordination point for unit lCg1iti.~iS 
representativesj) aircraft allocaM.onsj) supply status., and to handle .,' 
logistics support area 0 apab1li ties. 

(2) Foroe Logistics Command (FLO) was the primary source of 
supply_ '!be FLO maintained an LSU at the LSA!> An Hoa. The LSU 
personnel maintained a 10 day lev'el of' Classes III In and V in the 
Supply Swrage areas at the LSA. All other classes of supply we" 
ordered direct by the operating units from FLO and delivered to the 
uni ts mre line at the An Hoa L&1. 

(3) '!be 'lB.sk Force YankeE' lOel) which was established at the 
LSA at An Hoal) supervised and coc.rdinated the functioning of the LSl 
and resupply of the units in the field 0 

(4) The concept of opera1~on called for the units operating 
in BA 112 to operate out of FSB8 fl and COBg Se Due to the high probability 
of inolement weather and possiblE, unavailability of heliooptersj) 
operating stock levels had to 'be established in the event units could 
not be resupplied on a daily bas'ls. Each FSB and COB was required to e 
maintain a five day operating stc.ck and a three day emergency level for 
a total of eight dqs of Class I and V supplies. 

(5) The flow of supplies was as followss 

(a> Units requested Imppl1es from their s...4 representatives 
in the LOC. 

lifts. 

(b) Unit represen tatd. ves drew supplies from the LSU & 

(c) SUpplies were st;:aged on Helo Pad at the LSA.. 

(d) HST personnel pr4~ared supplies for external helicopter 

(e) Supplies were lifted by helicopter and delivered to the 
uni ts in the field. 

(6) Daily resupply was bl!lsed on predetermined requirements to 
maintain operating and emergency suPP:iJr levels at the FSBu s and the 
OOB' 8 g plus any additional suppl:les requested by the unit commandero 

(7) Resupply to the uni t:s in the field on a daily basis was UJ 
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shown in enol.osure (46)!J (Daily Elesuppq Schedule/Completed) 0 In 
support ot the operation the following amounts of supplies were 
airlifted by CH=530sp CR-47 vs anel CH--46°s from the LSA at An Hea to 
un1 ts operating in the Arizona Al~ea and BA ll2. 

'lb tal pounds resupply 

Tbtal passengers 

Total lifts 

MaxLlIl\11II pounds resupply' Olle day 

Maximum passengers one d~r 

Maximum lifts one day 

19.9012 .9 631 

10.9,35' 

4»916 

531 p518 

431 

140 

(8) All external lifting equipmentp used b;y the HST personnel 
tor the delivery of supplies to 'the operating unitsp performed aat1s= 
factor11yo Out of a total of 4p:976 loads lifted to the fieldS! seven 
loads were dropped» of which only tw were due to sling failureso 
One was due to the snapping of a sling strap and the other' was caused 
by the unraveling ot a cable eyeo All the other loads were dropped 
either as a result of helicopter book failures, loss of helo powerp 
or a direct result of enel1\Y' fire. 

e. Combat Loads . 
(1) The combat loads for the operation were divided into two 

oa tegories,; loads tor units operating in BA 112'~and loads for, unital! 
operating in the Arizona Areae The combat loaci8>were as follod8 

(a) ,BA 112 

Class 10 3 DOA 

Class II E and ~: As directed by CO 

Class III W As required 

Class IV None 

Class V W BA plus 3 DOA 

Class VI None 

Class VII Gj) K8 & M AS directed by CO 
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ClaS8 VIII 

Class IX Gj) Dj) and M 

Class X 

Water 

(b) Arizona Area 
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MAL as mod:!!ied by CO 

Critical high usage items 
&s required 

None 

Individual :3 full canteens 
plus $ DO! halizone Iodine 
Tabs and 24 Sal t Tabs~ 

1. Al~ ""lu~seB same listed for BA 112 except fors -
Class Il;v 2 DOA 

B.~ plus 2 DOA 

(2) The reason for the difference j.n combat loads for units 
operating in BA 112 from those un! ts operat.:1.ng in the Arizona AreaS) 
was due to the possibility of inclement weaLther and low cloud IOOver 
in BA 112 causing possible del~ in resuppJ~ efforts. The combat 
loads designated for the operation for botll BA 112 and Arizona Area 
proved to be satisfactory. ResupplY' was oc:casionally hampered by 
weather; but, the operation i teeU was not delay-ed at any' tim!! due to 
lack of supplies or resupply. 

d. Transportation 

(1) The means of transportation uSE~d during the operation 
conSisted of surface transportation bY' motc)r convoy D and air trans"" 
portation by both fixed wing and helicopter. Supplies were delivered 
daily to the LSA. at An Hoa from FLC ll Dananlh by convoy;, over 3$ miles 
of an insecure portion of route $40. Priol:" to cOll1ll1El1'ldW the convoys 
each dayll engineer teams had to sweep the l~nt1re road -'for mines. 
'!he convoy, when able to start, had to pro(~eed at a slow rate of speed 
augmented by tank: and 1nf'antry' security un:Ltso EnrouteJ) the Song ntu 
Bon River had to be crossed by the use of lil one .. vehicle ferry whi<lllh 
usualJ¥ took up to $ hours to get the who1~~ convoy aciE>s~,o In addi t1on~ 
the convoys were oooasionally delayed due ~t;o mining incidentsjl enemy 
sniper fire, or bY' road washouts. Normally a resupply oonvoy eoul,~, 
oomplete a one waY' trip each day providing that no major problems or 
enemy action occurred during the trip. 

(2) Supplies were also flown in fJ"()m FLC daily vi;£!, (; '"J~)(J i s ~ 
C ... 123 , S;i and helicopters to the An Hoa air::rtrip, conditions perm1ttinr,;. 
Air transportation was often cancelled or cielayed for long periods of 
time beoause of unsuitable flying cond1 tions usuallY' caused by dense 
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ground fog or low oloudoell:ing. During the last three weeks of the 
operat1onp fixed wing air i;r.a.nspartation was halted all together due to 
inoreased eneDij' rooket attaclks and because aircraft took fire en 
several ocoasions. In one instaM6j, a/0.1130 C'Jaught fire on landing 
due to the ground fire it re·oe1ved dud:ilg its approach. 

(3) Units in the field were resupplie~H'rom the LSi by convoy 
and helioopter, with the primary :nsupply vehicles being the CHa053p 
Ch~47 and CH-46 helioopters. Helicopter resupply was also hampered tor 
periods of time due to poor flying oonditions. During the latter steges 
of the operat1onp helicopter ground fire inoidents inoreased while 
performing resupply miasiOIUl. As a resultg some re!Suppl:li.es were delayed 
until enem,y ground fire could be suppressed or suitable fluey gunsh:1i~ 
escorts could be provid.ed.. 

(4) It was determined during the operationp that a standard 
resupply hel io opter pac kage ot CHoo5 30 8 D or OH-47 0 s and CH-46 U s 
wi th UH-1E 0 s escorts were re!quired. each d~ for resupply only. If 
CR-53 t s were not availablep they had to be replaoed on approxime,tely 
a four to one basis by cn ... 46 ~ IS in order to be able to deliver the 
same amount of supplies to t,he operating units. 

(5) Pass engers thrOll~hout the operation were transported 
solely by aircraft. Betweelll Danang and An Hoap passemgers were 
carried by O-l30'sp C",123usl!CB-53°s and eH-46% To the f181d 9 

units and personnel were treillsported by helicopters only/) 

eo St;:eJlgthaa CawtiE!sLBospitalizatioAa aM. Graves RegtstratiC!) 

(1) §tt'eI18'th~ . 

(a) Total stran~~th of foroes employed in Operation Ta,ylor 
COlIUOOn as of 24OOll':'eaoh Fridlay is depicted in enolosure (411)~~, The 
strength varied from a high of 101)812 to a low of 19075. This T&r= 

ianee was due primarily to 1;he attachment and detachment of units 
during the operation. 

(b) Marine Rin~~ Company strengths are depicted in enoloS1ll1'e 
(48). As Cell be aeeng "foxhole strengthslV are oonsiderably lowe%' than 
on-rolls strengths. Certain companies of' the 5th Marines were only 
marginally eftective due to a large numer of l"1o.ll=ef'fective persorulsle 
At times, three rifle compa.llies were below 100 men. In factI) the week: 
ending 10 February 1969p "F" Company 2/5 had IOn1y 59 men in the fieldo 
Despite eftorts of the 1st lMarine Division and the 5th Marines to 
maintain a satisfactory Ptrl~onnel levelS) replacements barely kept paoe 
wi th losses due to both bat,tle and non-battle casualtieso Althougb 
units throughout this period, were in either a 0-1 or 0",,2 MARES readiness 
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category based on on~rol18 strengths~ some companies ,",'ere only 

IMrginally effective due to low..,e£f'eoti:V'e field strength. 

(0) The manning level for the Task For'co HeadQuarters is 

shown in enolosure (49)e Baaed on the experience of Task For~e 

Yweep recommended modifications for £'uture Task Force Sta.ffs of 

this vpe and justifications therefore are sho":nt,(a::e(~ &\:':-L~I~::'!.\'I"® Oi9)j 0 • 

(2) &Mualtiea and Hospitalization 

(a) Concopt. Evacuation w~U3 via helicopter from the 

operating a:rea. to the elesrin8 platoon at An Hoa9 thenc,el) to lst 

Ned1cal Battalion or NSAo Danangfj if roquired. Emergency cases were 

evacuated direot from the operating arc,a to lSI. or 1st Medical 

Battalion. The clearing pl,atoon at An HOla was tasked to provide 

a ~O bed holding f'acili ty with eDlergenoy operating room faoili ties, 

to function as a shock end r esuso itatia.»n faoil1 V, and to Cloordinats 

the evacuation of casual ties to larger medical facilities. 

(b) Exeout~. The elearil~ platoon arrived at MJl H@a 

on 10 December 196Bp ooncurrent with the oommencement of the opera.= 

tiM, The clearing platoon was not as::ligned to the operational 

oontrol of the Task Force p but relJl&ine<i under OPCON of the 1st lfJ.ed'" 

1eal Battalion" Upon errival p the fa.cil1 ties available were very 

meager and improvements were not oompl,eted for approximately eight 

weeks. Although facUities were limited, execution of the meion 

was suocessfulo A total of 2p188 p3.ti'ents were e'lfalu8..ted by the 

clearing platoon with 19991 being evacuated. No major operations 

were performed; 5"a laboratory procedures and 63 units of blood 

were ad.ministered~ and 185 patients underwent 377 X~Ray exposures 

on 217 films. All supplies were furnished to the cleATing platoon 

by 1st Med ieal Battalion. Enelosure (50) is a listing of medical 

supplies used. 

(3) Grayes Registr~iono Identifioation of remP#ins was 

accomplished at An. Hoa by a Graves Registration detachment. All 

identifi.catioMp except in those oases, where the remains ....ere so 

badly burned or decomposed as to requ:ixe dental IDv were readily 

a.eoom}aished. Initia1l,yp units oPel'aUng at An Hoa were required 

to send two personnel together with the servi.oe and medical records 

of the deceased to Graves Registrati.on at Danang. Th:ll.s was required 

for the positive identification of reIl8ins prior to issuanoe of the 

,oath Oertificate. The establishlQent of the Grave!' Registration 

detachment at All Hoa eliminated the r~lquirement to remove personnel 

acquainted with the deceased from oombat. and sem them to Dan.angp 

thus saving countless manhours and considerable travel. In .add1t10!lp 

this system has signifioantly expeditt!d the colleotion of nMessary 

reoords p identification of remainsg p~eparat1@n of the Death Certif1= 

oate at An Hoap and shipment of remine. (See recommendation 1. &.0 (4)0) 
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(4) NOD""».ttl, O!Swt~!!o Batt.le ~_ualty statistics 8l"e 

shown in puagl'aph 12~ Enolosure (51) depiots the number of ft1~n:&;~r' 

battle oasual ties wttered duel to Ulnessp disease or injury by 

aooidento 

(5) MalariA tg91dWl. During the courS6 of thi.s oper atian9 

an exoeptionally high rate or malaria and fewer or undetermined 

origin was enooun tered as follows g 

Decem'bar 87 cases 
JanU8l~y 214 Oa!las 

Februl!r.ry 108 cases 
l,.,7 March -M oases 
TarAL 48} oases 

Upon arrival at a hospital? the majority of all FUO cases eVA-ouated 

were later diagnosed as mlar:la. Each oase amounted to at least 30 

d~s of non=etfective timee Several factors relating to this high 

inoidenoe of malaria and FUO I~e as follows ~ 

{a} During operat:ions in the mountainous terrain of 

BA l12~ nal'll enell\V harbor a1 tlBS and hospitals were uncovered. 

Captured records v as well as :previous field experienCiep confirmed that 

a large number of the ene~ who ~coupied these sites were ill with 

malariap in turn oausing "hot s~tlBl~ of infected. mosquitoes. ilhis 

was e~1kingly revealed by thle higher incidence in the units which 

unoovered these ene~ sites~ , 

(b) The long continuous periods of BWlltained oombat 

operations in the tleld p with little opportunity to observe matters 

of personal hygiene suoh as bathingp ha1:twteJ p' .ew.p together with 

the lack of hOt chow and relaxat1.onp had a serious deteriorating 

effect. Many troops were oontinually in thet~f) engaged in combat 

operationsp for periods in exoess of 60 dqs. Medical Offi«;;ers 

noted that troops in the field for protracted periods of timep with 

no idea of when they will be relievedp become careless and uninterested 

in personal hygiene and malaria preventative measures e The longer 

troops operated in the field without rest and relaxationp the 

higher the malaria incidenceo Also~ due to heat Clonditionsp rugged 

terrain 1 and constant combat pr'essure in BA 112p Marines were lax 

in keeping the maxiJlllm amount of skin covered and USing repellant as 

well as taking the malaria pr'ophylaxis pills as required. 

(0) Another factor was the seeming lack of knowledge by 

the 'b:oops and 811811 unit lenders regarding the degree of effectiveness 

of the malaria p:'oliJylaxis pUl and the other preventative measures 

required. to reduce or eliminate DBlaria.. More emphasis lIUSt be 

placed on malaria prevention trainingp prior to 1:J:>oops leaving CONUS v 
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and the training should be presented in such a. mnner as to ensure that 
officers and NCOIS develop the habit of ent(~cing anti-malaria disoi­
pline, as well as indootrinating troo~ on illie Oause and effeots of 
malaria and prescribed preventative measu.reflo (See Reconunenda.tioll 1 ea. (5) 
and Lessons Learne<l 1~b.~1), ..llld 7.bo(2).) 

f 0 .£ommunication 

(1) GanFNo 

(a) '.rhe oODllllWlicatiOll support of the Task For@G headquarters 
was provided by a COJlUllUlloation Platoon i'rOl3l COllImlni@ation Comp8!l\1 and 
radio relq teams from Radio Relay Companyp 7th Comuunioation Battaliono 

(b) The overall oonoept for the employment of oommuni= 
cations made use of radio rela.r l1nks to h~?;her headquarters booked 
up by radios. Subordinate units oontrolled. their subordinates by 
radio circuits. As necessarYD radio relay :provided C01Dl11i1nicabion 
ohannels to major subordinate units in. the field... Retransmission 
sites for radio circuits were established by all units as necessary 
to maintain commn1cation paths. 

(2) Operation 

(a) Task Force Yankee Hea.dgue.rt!E!. 

1, Qommunications with Higher ComDands 

~ The primary oommunication circuits with higher 
oommands were provided by two radio relay linkso To 1st ~ine Division~ 
a twenty-four channel radio relay link was esta.blished uSing an AN/Tl{C-
97E. To 1st Marine Air Wingp a twelve channel radio relay link: was 
established using an AN/TRC~97A. In addition to these v in order to 
provide back up and to supplement the numbetl' of channels availablep a 
fo~ ohannel radio relBbY I1nk was established p using an AN/mC=62p to 
both Division and Wing. These links provioled a total of 10 common 
user circuits p 14 single uSGr p and 6 teletype ohannels to Division and 
15 single user and 1 COJlll;d'l user circuit tel Wingo Encl.osure {~Z)~bes 
the chliMel1zation of these radio relay lir.Lks. 

b The Task: Force entez'ed the Division Tactical~ 
the Division Speoial'''Purpos.t~~&nd the Divielion FSOC Netso On these 
ciroui tsp RT-524's with g) .. 2236 anten.nas WElre usedo On the Taotwal 
oircuit a KY-8 waa used to pt"ovide ciphony oapabUityo The power source 
for all benchmounted radios was(anR-91 w11:h two ~k batteries :/ 
connected in seriea~parallel. .... 
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c. The Task Force malntained a mess·g.ge center 
with two full-duplex-circuits and one receive circuit. The receive 
circuit operated at 60 wpm. Initially, one' full-duplex circuit 
operated at 100 wpm and the other at 60 wpm. Due to an inordinate 
amount of down-time of the 100 wpm circuit, it was eventually changed 
to 60 wpm. The Task Force also maintained a 60 wpm half-duplex 
circuit in the Task F'orce COO. 

,g,. Communicati~n wi. th SUbordinate(~J29E.~itfLg~}~. 
Primary conununication wi til subordinate and supportJ..ng unit eadquarters 
was by land-line and courier. These methods were backed by radios in 
the event of their failure. The T a..9k Force message center assumed 
communication guard for all subordinate unit headquarters and message 
traffic was delivered by courier. The FSCC established an Artillery 
Liaison Net to all major subordinate/supporting uni.ts 0 

(b) Subordinate Uni~ 

1. 3d 1'1arine Regiment 

a. The 3d 11arine Regiment controlled its subordinate 
units by means of radio circuit,s. This was accomplished by establishing 
the following nets with the fol~owing equipments: 

Net Equipment 

Regimental Tae 1/1 AN/PRC-77 w/KY=38; AS~2236 

Regimental Tae #2 AN~-77 w/KY-38; AS-2236 

Hegimental Admin Net AN/MRC-83; Whip 

Tactical Air Control AN/PRO -2,; RC -292 

Air Liaison AN/PRO -25; no -292~ 
~'OOC/FD Net AN/PRC-2,; RC-292 

(Note #1: This net made use of an AN/MRC-110 w/HYL-3 to provide 
retransmission capability with units masked by terrain.) 

b. Due to terrain and vegatation,» the initial 
plans called for establishing retransmission sites; ho~ever, it ~as 
found by using horizontally polarized AS-2236 antennas, adequate 
communication was established. 

c. For supply/resupply, each battalion established 
its own logistic net-on which ·the Battalion was net control and the 
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sta.tione were the individual companies and. the LOC. The Loo ~mt- .... 
on a partioular battalion net was operated by a Battalion S",4 rGprElsent­
ative and was, thereforep directly responsible to that pertioular 
ba~talion oommander. Helioopters carryins: resupplies to a battalion 
IOOnitor the battaliCl'l logistio net during the mission. 

l 5 th Marines 

A. The 5 th Marine Regi.men t Jr iDarUy opera. ted in 
thEl flatlands to the-eaElt during the opera~tion. To control subordinate 
units the regiment established the follow:i.ng netSg 

Regimen tal Ta.c ti!:il"' 

Regimental Tao :f/'2 

Res1mental Logistics Net 

Taotioal. Air Control 

E9u:i~ 

m/IRC-77 w/F:i~3e~ RC-292 

AN/F'RC-25 ~ RC ... 292 

m/I'RC ... 25; RC-292 

AN/F'RC-25; RC-292 

(Note #2: Used also for base defense.) 

.a Aa op}X>sed to Battalion Logistic Nets whioh 
were established by units of the 3d MariMsp the 5th Marines Logistic 
Net was established by ohoice as a regimental net with the individual. 
battalions as sub-stations. This was due to the fact that 5th MariJ'QS 
op,rations differed substantially from thc)se of the ,d Marines opera~­
ing inlM.-112.· 

1 t Foro Rec n ss c~e Coume.n:t. The Reconnaissance 
COJllPlllY established VHF FM radio oirouits with its operating patrols. Du, to the terrain and oanopy in Us area of reconnaissance operations p 

extensive use of retransmission sites vero made. During the course 
of the operation three such retransmission sites were established. 
This was still found to be inadequate for teams operating beyond the 
ri«geline to the west of the Song Cai RivE~9 a distanoe of about ro 
miles. This mdioates a serious defioienc~y in the oommunication means 
aV4!,ilable to a Foroe Reoonnaissance Company (See Reoommendation e.a.(6~,)I~_' 

(}) ~npnvntcaUon Center Operatioll_ The Communication Center 
selV~ the Task Force and its major subordina.te units. Itchandled 
approximately 5 t 700 mess88es per month by use of two full-duplex and 
one receive-only teletype cirouits. For further detailS see 
enclosure (52). 
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(4) Radio Relay Links. Primary o():mnul"!1~aUons to higher 

headquRrterf 98%'8 accomplished through the use of radiI!) relay 

links. For ChCAotdlelization of the various links see enclosure (52). 

A schematic of the radio relay linkage is presented. below3 

1 

" 

\----. II' .. -, 
[T F ~arlkce 

. ~ 7th l'.arines 'L-~ ___ 3 __ [5th }1arines 

I,M - EQUIPMmiT CHANNElS mOVIDED 

AN/TRC"'97Bl 20 Voice~ 4 TTY 

AN!KtC .. 62 4 Voi>t'Je 9 2 TTY 

AN/TRC-97A 12 Voiee 

AN/mC-Ei2 4 Voice 

3 AN /1!RC =6 ~? 4 Voioe 

AN/mC...6:2 4 Voice 
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(5) Evaluation 

(a) COJ/UllWlioations in support of Operatioi( r':'1rwlol' 
Comuon wst be rated good. The terrain d:ld not prove to-betbe ob­
stacle to tactical comnunication IS was thought. It Vi.:;.;;:; 10Ullcl 

that the present family of manpaoked FM radios will generally 
operate up to two to three thousand meterl3 in the c£mopy. Due 
undoubtedly to the knife-like ridgelines, VHF radio "raves were 
diffraoted enough to provide direct oomJIlll1ioation to the F.3B us. 
It was foundJ however, that to establish 'the best conmunication 
link, radio waves should be horizontal~ :polarized. 

(b) The major short-coming of Task Force communi­
oations was a lack of 2nd and ;rd echelon electronic maintenanoe. 
This was occasioned by the lack of operating space D..!id lim! ta­
tions placed on the number of oommunicati'on person',el that could 
be billeted at An Roa. 

(c) A second major problem area. was the bck of ade­
quate power. The superimpos i tion of the 'Task Force headquarters, 
plus other taotical units headquarters, on the 5th j\').rines Base 
Area strained the power supply of the 5th Marincfl to its limit. 
This Qallsed power failures, fluctuations, and 109 vol t.~p;et 
in turn oaused a great deal of oommunicRtion outage. 

(d) The third major problem area was t~o use of 
fixed-plant teletype equipment. This equipment .... :<f, old to begi!~ 
witb; did not have maintenanoe manuals, ther" were ':'nsafficient 
sF-e pa.rts~ an.d finally, there was a lack of yUF.i_:i .. fied personr.cl 
to operate and maintain this equipment. Just to keep the equip­
ment on line, tva teletype teohnioians were occupied on a full 
time basis with no time available for other rep:l.:ir functions. 
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&. ~cout. ~g Teams 

(1) Durin!;;, Operation 'raylor Common,. S),i v doe teams were emplc'yed 

JIIOst effecUvelI t.brot:,,:hout BA 112. Their pOl' v!:' ~::1::~;; was directly resp(;f.:,sible 

for signif'icanth ·""'(;h;.<~::. ~lf~ friendly casualt,ic:i '.-:, In.creasing the effect ve­

ness of search an(\ de;tro~; opc;:rsltions. ~iho te:;:~') 1-.1(:1:"8 credited with lo'cat,­

ing surprise firirL; d,'/jc:c~; and detectil'\':; cnerr./ )<lsittons before the (!(It,,-,! 

could tniti.ate action i,;cd.nst friendly troops. 

(2) Tho use of Acout dc)g teams ?rovld€'d fri.endlyun1 ts more fr-:edom 

of movement throu;;h tho thick vElgetation cncotu!tered throughout the are", 

of operations 3;'1d [;\t~):;tantially improved ViC e:apabiU ty of the companie~ 

to execute detailed .search ~lr.ilEl maintainiD6 the impetus of the opera.tion. 

0) It was 'iotermined that the minimum number of scout dog tea:ns 

required durln3 Of'C!'.::ltms '.«>uld be one per company. It more teams had 

been available, tiiO./ wouJ..d have been assigned to each maneuvering platoon 

thereby i.ncreasing i~h:'~ units c apabi1:i.tie s to ·operate indep€'.ndent of the 

company. 

(4) Durin~ C'peration Taylor Commor, a total of 8 stout dogs were 

killed. Tho indications that the enemy w~s· deliberately attempting to 

elimina.te the scout dogs or their hamIel'S atwsted to t.heir value in 

operations a:~a1.nst the enemy. Although no firm figures are aVailable as 

to the nun-oer of' i.'riendly casus,Hies that were prevented by scout dog teams., 

all participating units have rElpeatedly s t.a ted that the number of friend::'y 

casualties would (,ave been considerably greater without the scout dog teams .. 

&:\olOBU14 e (5.3) has more observB~t1ons on the effectiveness of the scout dog 

team. 

b. Use of 'J'I'<~}'O!s -
(1) Air Stl.p;)(>rt Radar Teruns (ASRT) and the AN/'IPQ""lO Radar' Course 

Directin~ Centr.?ls Here u tiHzed to provide continuous air support to 

Task FOI'ce Yankee qnits. The primary i\J.:Jction of A~'RT was to provide 

harassing f.:l:.d/or interdicting borobing missions on enenv positions and 

inst.'411ations. 'i.'ite ab:i.lity of ASRT to control accurate bombing miSSions 

on deep tare;ets :'i.n m:i.ninrom W'ea:t.her conditions provided a oontinuing 

deterrent to enemy activity in SA 112. 

(2) The following air :munitions wer'e delivered by ASRT cont,rolied 

aircraft duri.llp; Cpcrrtt tion Taylor Common~ 

BOHJ3;'; 

250 
S00 

'" .. , .. ',._,' ....... 

};'l\}1BER ---
742 

El,,711 
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BOMBS 

750 
1000 
2000 
'Mm., 
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NUMBER 

232 
11 
48 

9';'8'04 

roNS 

(3) Coordination and targeting: f'or J~RT through FSCC channels 
followed the prescribed procedures cat-forth in Division Orders P03300el 
and 03100.3$ Standing Operating Procedure felr Processing TPQ~lOo~. 

c. Beacons. Operation Taylor Coll1lOOn Sl~W extensive use of the SST 
122KV beaoon. '!his deviee is a compact rad:lo beacon transmitter powered 
with a 24 volt BB 451 battery or any 24 vol-t battery source. 1he beacon 
is utilized with the A~f ·'li.rcraft for bombing missions when the weather 
and/or darkness prevent I"'n1'lventional delivery of weapons. Essentiall',._ 
the technique calls .Lor the unitD a TAO party m set up tile beacon at any 
location after which time the pilot of the j~..,6 aircraft 1s intorned ot 
the followingg 

(1) Target bearing am d~stance in f,eet from t.ne beacon 

(2) Beacon elevation above mean sea level 

(3) Target elevation above mean aea level 

The information is fed into the aircraft cO:lIlputer system and a marking run 
is made by the pUotjl dropping one or more bombs. 'Dle ground unit observer 
then corrects for the drop error, if anyl; and on the next run the bombs are 
cluster dropped (close group) a or r1ppled~ as required by the nature of the 
target. The beacon gave the ground un1.ts a highly deSirable" 24 hOUl'll all 
'weather capability with local target selection and control. 1st Bnl; 5th 
Marines and 2d Bn., 5th Marines used the beacon extensively during the 
operation and reported excellent results. Due to a limited supply of these 
beacons during the operation~ the 2d Bn and 3d Bni) 26th Marines did not 
have use of tho beacon. 

d. Delay Fuze 'Bombs. Delay fuze bombs were utilized to deny the 
enemy access and infiltration routes in the BA. 112 sector of tll3 Taylor 
COll'l!lW)n area. 1he bombs used were 25'0 and S'OO pound non=tamper» timed 
fuzed~ with a detonati.on delay of from 4 to 2:31 bourSo During this operation 
these bOnIDS were dropped under TAC(A) contr'Ol in selected areas beyond the 
Song Cd River. Results of the drops were not observed by friendly torCles» 
therefore) ultimate e.ffectiveness could. not be determined. The ooordinatos! 
time of aropSjI and nurober of delay fuzed bmnbs utilized" ... ere reported 
by the Task Force to higherj adjacent» and subordinate units concerned~ 
in the event later information could be ob1;ained. 

e. 100 Foot Pendant. Helo resupply operations in the SA. 112 sector 

.,.,"" . .....,... 
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of the Taylor Common AO were frequently hampered '01' lack of suitable 
8i tdown LZ9 s. The solution to this problem WM the ut,llbation of ~ inoh 
steel c:ah1e pendt;l.n"t,s up to 130 feet. :In length aLta:(:;hed to the external 
load, ~l1owtni~ thr~ pilot. to hover above the ju.tl~';1e and make a 8]0"1-1 vertioal 
descent to lN/0J' t.l1~] lrJl'ld throueh the dense jungle grOl.)'th. Those p,ondant3 
Hnrc tPlC:cl,usfull/ ased on nL\merous occas:!.olHl fm~ dayl1.ght resupply 111.is8ioM 
:in ;~{!\ 112. J)U'!'tn:~ tho hours of darkness j the puudan t8 proved to be on1ly" 
ma.rginDll,\!" eff.cGti.vc (soe Hecownendat:ton 3.l:l.(6)). 

r. Recon Lruider. Th.e use of' the laddf''''' de:vi(;e .for recan to<Stll\ I.?Jxtt'a~ ... 
tl.ons was lnf.roCIuced during Oper~ltian Tayl@w C:~lllll1On. The de'd©.e consisted 
of an aluminum ladder similar to a Jacobs lc~de.r whiClh was attlll©hed to the 
r.H~46 helo 111 the stowed position (rolled under)/) unt,ll the hel0 arrived 
ovor )"~ recon team» at which tUlle the ladder was released and um~,)n,ed 
'~o its "u11 length. With the hEllo in a hover 9 the rer::on members grasped 
the J'ungs of the ladder and secured themselyes by uee of' snap ring,B wl:rl~h 
each t,cam member carried. The toam was then cal"r'ied externally on th~ 
return to a safe area. Pickup by this metnod was much mrQ,re expadit;l.Ql'iJl~ 
than the hoist method (leas than fivo minutes as opposed tD twenty minute., 
of hovoring over the LZ). '!he advantages are obyious :I.n a hostile fire 
environrll()nt. Tho lartdor was SUC(l(H3sfully utilizf:d on several O(,[;&9Iionl! 
for cmer6Gnoy extT'actton of recon teamR :i.n cont.nct with the enemy. It. 
is still he:1.n:; cV;,tlnatnc1 s and H.t) usc :LS currently l~est"('i.<otod t~ emel"gerll©Y 
situations (soc: ;(ecomm:mdation 1.0..(3»). 

g. ~r)e~i(l.l .. L~g~_~t~~s .Technii~es/Lo~isti.£~ 0eer&t~.Cen tar 

(1) Dur:l..ng operation 'laylor Common a Logistios Operatiov C-ry:\lm::' (toe) 
was estahl isheG at An Hoa. A 20X32 foot bunker '\-Tas constructed adja;c::"nt 
to the Uj)\ helicoptor pad to hou:se the center. In additiony a radio 
con trol tOHer was bun t for Shorl;' PartY' personne1 atop tho bunker for the 
purpose of directing heli.copters into the L311.. Communications was estabc> 
lished ft'om the LOG bunker to the Task l,'orce Yankee COC p LSA towfal",9 1st 
Marine Div:l..slon cl-h v1.a "Hot Li.n,e" ~ and to e8,11::h u.n:i.t operating in the .field. 
over uni.t radio nets. 

(2) The Mnter was under the di.1"e{;t contr'ol 1)£' the Task FiOJr'M 
Yo.llkeo (}-!~ md was manned bY' the following personnel:s 

l=Captain .. LOO Coordinntor 

l=MSgt 

l-Sgt 

... LOO Cld.ef 

... Logistlc Han 

2 ... Cpl/LCpl- 1Iog:i.st1.o Clerl-cs 

In addition~ eaoh regiment and battalion provided one represantati,ye and 
one radio op~rator • 

. ,.,. ,., ...... ~ ., ....... 
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(3) Th!" LOC f"unctioned as the coordinator of the overall logist1© 
effort during OperatJ.on Ta)rlor Common. It ~lcted as the l~oordlnating point 
for unit lo~istic requirements» helicopter lulocat:tons!1 Shor'(') Party 
operations~ supply status). logistic oommuni(~ations and overall LSA iun,c:t.ionsQ 
Each day» s ... 4 representatives of supported lmits submitted to the LOe 
Coordinator their resupply requirements for the follnwing da:,r. The toe 
Goordinator then conferred with the Task FOl:'ce Yankee Air Offi~~H"iJ LSU 
Gom"llander" Sh or e Party ~onunander~ and with the unit representatives in 
coordinatin:,: the helicopter resupply operations. Each stlpported unit then 
drow from unit stocks or' from the LSU their resupply reqlliremE'nts and 
ctaged the loads on the LSA helicopter pad. During th:iltiJ:llfl ~h6 toe 
Coordinator prepared the l1.f't schedules» dr l;3aI1'l sheets ana a:>.::>lgned the 
priority of resupply. 

(4) When the loads were staged and the schedules completed~ the 
;;hore Party Company then contl'olled thp. exeoution of the a.~tual. resupply 
by directing helicopters to pick up lQ&1s on the pad and dispatching 
them to the units i.n the field. The 'U.t;;e of the Logistics Operation ('..enter 
proved to be extremely successful in ooordinatinG the overtl] 1. logistic 
effort required during Taylor Common. 

(5) Enclosure (54) describes the detailed proceduros for th~, 
establishment anu functioning of a Logistic Operation Center as evolved 
d'.lring this operation. 

(1) Pro ortione.sk, Shared and Crateri~trCharge NiX. A special 
technique~ emp oyeouccessfu:ly during "Ope-rat on Taylo~ColllmOn!> was the 
use of a proportioned mix of forty pound shaped charges and forty pound 
ct'atering charges to provide for more economical and t,:iJnely clearing and 
leveling of selected Fffi sites. Basically ~ the technique involved the 
placement of a field of downward .firing shaped char-gasy priPring and 
simultaneously firin,g the field w clear all underbrush and to provin~ 
a series of holes for the placement of an equal number of forty potmd 
cratering charges. The cratering charges ,,'ere primed~ tmnped!) and fired 
simul taneously,il result.ing in loosening and dis placemen t of the soil to 
a depth of about ten feet from original gra,de and upro.oMng large trees 
in the area. A Mini-Dozer was tnen in tro d\:Lcec ' , ..nth a working party 
equipped with hand tools and chain=salls. Glea);..lng and leveling of the 
si te commenced immediately following the cratering charge shoto The 
sketches sOOm in fucloaures (55) and (56), depict the met-had of platOing 
fields of charges and the baSic results of ltring. Recommended maxinrum 
field size for a single shot is thirty."t' .... o (32) charges. The savings 
realized in the application of this technique have been explained 
pt'eviously in ParaGraph 7.d. of this reporiJ9 and they ace;rued by the 
elimination of the neoessary firing ot indi.vidual dearing chql"'~es (su~h 
as bangalore torpedoes) followed by firing individual treEH:"utting and 
de-stumping charges. 
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(2) Side Firii't Sh;a.eed Cl!!...~!!. A beneficial SlpiU",over of the 
above descrioed demolt-ion metfiO(rwas 'the teohnique of using side~rirlne 
·~haped charges as a rapid brush~(~learing device" By using the forty pound 
shaped chargas~ the side=t1ring 1;,echnique provided excellent clearance in 
thlo1c underbrush. The area cleared was generally key""shaped" with the 
circular portion having a diamet~~r of twelve to fourteen feet and the 
extended 1"8:1 (jet=path) being t}ll~ee to four feet wide and extending for 
thi'l"'ty~f1ve to forty""five feet from the point of deton&tion. The sketch 
in enclosure (57) depicts the result of firing such charges for underbrush 
clearance. 

0) Mini...,Dozers. '!be H ,,450 Case full tra,~ked Min1=Dozer (heli~ 
copter transi>OrtSble1{·'"'was succe:~sfully and extensively utUized during 
Operation Taylor ComrnO'n. Without this spe~ial item of equipment., the 
F&P s developed during the opera'~ion would have been extremely difficult 
to construct and it 'WOuld have btgen impossible to conatJ"urct them in the 
time allotted. '11'1e teohnique in',olved plaoing the Mini.=DoMl" into the 
objective area as som as possible after a landing or external""lU't drop 
zone of suffioient size was made available. The l-finl=Dozer wa..'1 employed 
in clearing~ leveling s1 tes» and digging how! tz,er and ammunit,ion pits. 
Occasionally~ the Mini""Dozer was employed M the prime clearing '0001. 
The only disadvantage t'¢ the use of this eng:ineer item was the require~ 
ment that the tractor and blade be helo-l i.tted separately. Thi.s c'lusea 
several hours to elapse before the item could be employed once i t ~W:1S 
called in~ ,due to the necessity for two separate lifts and the time 
involved in assembly of componen'ts" The Minic.-,I1ozer was an absolute 
necessity for the construction of bases in BA 112 .. 

(4) Rappelling Combat Enllinears. Prior to the operation~ combat 
engineer troops were trained Iii X'appeiiing techniques (from a helicopter;) 
in order that the capability could be exploited when required. Due to 
the necessity for rapid prepara tiL on of landing zones in BA 112» engineer' 
troops were inserted into unprepiuoed areas as early as possible. On four 
ocoasions:: during the operation!) engineer personnel were successfully 
ins erted t) y rappelling technique:s. 

(5) La~ing Area :§xPlos.!:~e DevilG.~ ... 

(a) As previously mentioned in this report!) s. special Landing 
Area Explosive Device (LARD) .. ,' was tactically employed for the first time 
during Operation Taylor eo_no '!he ideajl c:onc::eived and experimented with 
several years age at the Marine -Corps Engineer' School>J was regenerated as 
having possible application to tJtl1s operation. The detice was designed 
by the Task Force Yankee Engime:rp and the designed oontainera were 
manufactured by Mobile ConstrulCltlon BaUalion (MOB) J and later by MCB=5o 
The containers were packed by Engineers of both the 1st and3:ti Engineer 
BA. ttalions" under the superv1sio;n of the Task Force Yankee Engineer» who 
':'urther sp:~ified the technique :for employment and firing. Four of the 
devioes were fired in support of opera. tiona illl BA 1121) specifilC:aJL ly!) at 
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FSB Dart (1) ~ F38 Bolo (2) ~ and FSB Saber (1) 0 

(b) lhe device used is basically a doughnut shape with a sixty 
degree ooncavity., or a reverse Bemioo()give~ around the ouMr Ciir'~umterentlal 
surface. The concave outer surface of the deVice was of 16 gauge galvanized 
steel sheet9 which was welded to a 10 gauge bottom panel. Also welded to 
the bottom panel (so as to be located at mass center) was a 16 gauge metal, 
double-funnel spacer~ containing four priming holes at mid~op0>1nts through 
the narrow interior neck. The device was packed with 7So~800 pounds of 
Composi tion 4 (C~4) plastic explosive (equivalent 'INT IB 1.005."Jl012 pounds) 9 

and the 16 gauge top was bolted on through the upper rim of the OJui:,eI' 
circumference of the container. 'nle device was designed to employ the 
Munroe effeot upon detonation!) concentrating a prime energy: tore:e in-oo a 
horizontal plane radiating outMard from the charge in a 360' degree wave o 

Tab Eto Appendix 1 of Annex C to 1st Marille Di'YisWn 1dl1lin O:rder 448",68 
wi til Ohange 1 (S) is a graphic display depicting the shape and dimensior",:l 
of the initial LAEDo Enclosure (58) furthe!I" depicts lihe same, basi© 
info rna tiono 

(c) lhe loaded device was bolt(ld to a standard wooden pallet!) 
as a lifting platform and for partial stand off ~ and was helo lif'ted to 
the point of employment and levered irl pla.~~e for detonat,ion by a. firing 
crew previously inserted. As a result ef E~;xperience gained after the 
first firing of the device~ three l~ers of filled sand bags were pla©ed 
underneath and on top of the LAED for tampjing o 'Ihe device was primed with 
four (4) non~electric caps crimped to detonating cord leads() The det 
cerd trunk line was fuzed with a four and e>ne=half minute fuze and ignited. 

(d) The areas in which the LAEI) was Employed had medium to 
heavy underbrush with double canopy 0 At FSB Dart,!) the largest trees were 
2 U> 2S feet in diameter, topping at approximately 85 feeto Both the 
FSB Bolo and Saber areas oontained more anel larger trees!! up U> 4=$ feet 
in diameter and 90-100 feet in height. A !sequential photo set is provided 
(see Photo Supplement» Photor #48 through ~~51) to show plalClement and I'esults 
of the shot at fsa Dart.9 which occurred on 18 January 19690 '!he resulting 
detonation downed the largest trees wi thin a 15 foot radius of the roarge>.> 
kicking the butt, end outward to the perimeter of the resulting ©leal' area 
(proving the existence of a Munroe effect) ~ All undslt'brush and allaH trees 
(4-6 inches in diameter) were oleared to a l"adius of 4S feato Minor chain 
sa'", work wi thin the cleared area and around the extrema periJl1etel" fJ provided 
a circular LZ of approximately 125 foot dbllleter wi thin minutes of detonatioll1o 
A crater did occur at the point of detonation that was approx:imately 8 feet 
deep and 10 feet in diameter at ground levele One of the LAEDS used on FSB 
Bole did oreate a larger crater,P attributed to the fact, that the devilft6 was " 
not leveled properly prior ~ detonation» causing the side wave to produc~ 
a spading effect. The othertwo devices pr,odu~ed simil8l"11 to the first>.> 
except that the larger trees were no t d>lmedl) nor was it expected that 
they would be because of their larger SiZ8 0 

68 

DECLASSIFIED 

, 



DECLASSIFIED 

• • 
(e) !he LAED was succ::essfully and e.ff'ectivel:r emplO1ed during 

Operation Tqlor Comon ll produoing expeoted results 813 Q timl=saVing>l 
brush and small tree clearing tool,fJ and as a IMams of de©reuing the 
total anx>unt of explosives required f'or FSB ©ons~ction (see Re~oJmlle!nda= 
tion 60&0(2» G 

(6) The Use of 7actical Support Fun.Qliol.!!1:_9onqxment <.m,.FC) and 
1!?cpedient Bunker,! 

(a.) ~e requirement tor bunke!"8 in Operataon 7B1'lo1" OoJlDllOl1\ waf; 
in1 tially predioated on the basis of providing three 0) bunkers p&l" Fire 
Support Base (FSB) and two (2) per Combat Operati~ Base (OOS) 0 7b.e prime 
difference in the type bases being that the COB would haVE< no artillery 
pieces on it while the FSB would haveo It was planned that the FEB would 
require bunkers tor a Battalicn Aid Statiooj) a. Battalolll Combat, Opelt"at,ions 
Center,9 and an Ar'tillery Fire Di:l"ect!on Centero The COB 'WIOuld require 
only the first two bunkers mentlcnedo 

(b) As to type bunke.rs to be providediJ the govelf':!lling planning 
factors were3 the entire operation was to be c:anpletely helioopter 
supportab le , the FSB Us and COB 0 s were to be developed M rapidly liB 

possible» and to be temporary in nature~ vacation ot tasss 'M'(Q!uld be 
aCCOMplished in the minilrum amou:nt of t1mee with reasonable r8<!'lOyery 
and re'"'U8fl1 of material;; after tiJnal vaca.t.iolll~ bues would be BubjsCited 
to harrassing and interdiction tlres so that remaining matariall WIOulCi 
be destroyed to deny use to theenelll¥o With these oon8idl!lfB1ticn8 ilTh r.lind" 
bunkers were prepared with a vie'lf towards NXimwn ut11uat1,on of reMvel"able 
materialiS o 

(0) In the preparata.ICIll stage tor the operatioo. ll 8uI8 0m u TSFC 
timber bunkers were order'ed for ,:ielivery to the Combat Base at An H(\ilil.. 
lhese bunkers were preo~c:ut andp:re=packaged into two packages iI~h$ one 
package of timbers ~ weighing app:t'Oxima tely $ ~OOO pounds» and a box of 
barbed wire~ water"'proofing materials and 200 sandbags.\) weighing about 
2$0 poW'lds 0 Thirty-of'our of the:se TrSC bunker packages were pre=staged 
at the Combat Base LogiSti<ClB Support Are8,o 

(d) '!be basie technique followed was to lift the pa~kages to 
the FSB/COB, When called tor» and to erect the bunkers on=s::l.te by engineer 
troops in support of the OClIC'Upy:Ulg 1nt Illtly am/or artiUe1"1 un1 ~I'J Thisi 
method caused sOJOO problems in rtlcoveI7o when t.he o~cupying uni1f, '\fl,~ated 
that particular FSB/COB,I) since b~, the tJ.me v,cation occurred.!) supporting 
engineers were uSIl.ally already" a'~ the next FS/COB prepa:ring othe.T' landing 
zones and artillery positionso 'Ibers Tlsxoe just not enough eng1neS11"B 
assigned to the operation to utilize the preferred method of empla!!ement 
as described belowo 

(e) Briefly!! the preterred method envisions complet.e ©oustruc:tion 
of the bunkers in a rear areao 'l'be bunkers would thElilli be, lifted to the 
speoified site as a completed ~lt '(minus water~proofing)~ when ~&lled 
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fore '!he site would he prepared by the engineers on the FSB/COB,~ llsing 
the H-h50 Mini .. Do z,er 0 Upon emplacemen t on,~,si te» wa ter=proofj.ng would 
be applied~' b)! the engineers); and the bunker sides would be bat!k",filled 
by use of the l'iini=Dozero Final sandbagg:Lng:~ as is norma'iL., would be 
accomplished by the using unito DesignxooJifications should illldud~ a\.. 
Z~braeed.9 permanently attached,~ t"l:'OOn'erse·bar " lifting frame um,d~:t'neath 
the pre-constructed bunkero A s:tmlJarly designed,) per'~!l\ently 8tt,tac:hed lJ 

transverse spreader bar system 'I'."Ould be roquired on to,p (aUPl@d with the: 
lifting frame) 0 Transverse bea.ms of the lifting system should be pal"all®illl 
to the end walls and placed four' feet inboard fr'om each end WBI,n 0 Cab1.~ 
(or long bolts)iJ with top eyes;, could be 1Tuticc;al]y conne<cted through ea©h 
corner of each lift<=frame,-"and~spreader combination for a,tta~hm.ent of 
lifting sl:Lngso The total weight should not exceed SSoo pow.d~" With 
these modifications j recovery and re~use (,f the bunker's collild be expedited 
by having the USing unit remove the sandbags, utilize an M",580 wi til batkhoe 
to remove earth fill along t,he sides and Isnds of each bunkeJrt· atta©h lifting, 
slings; and helo lift, out for relol0aUon ,elsewhere. After @):m.pletioln of 
operations.\! the bunkers could be returned to the Combat Base tOlt' rrep&il' 
and s tor age p 

(f) !!!p?!'arr ~,!?~!!r' ,9o!!,strueti1om. 

loIn the initial clearing of FSB/COB siteslJ maximum 
consideration should be given to sectionalizing and stock,,-pi1:lL.ng usable 
timbers 0 Four to s:i.x inch d''lameter trees should be cut into lengths of 
six to eight feet. Seven to tl,01elve inch diameter tre$S should be cut to 
lengths of ten to tl<1elve feet,o If':it:is possible to . "tolC:k eMIiil~J of thes~ 
tirnbers~ an expedient bunker can. be provj ded bye c:uttlng a Sll~t wi tn\ the 
j':ini~Dozer to about seven feet deep~ laying the lar'ger timbers liIIerlOSS the 
top of' -t,he slot tl"ansversely~; plaice the smaller llOgs cl!OJse togethelf 
longitudinallYj providewater""proofinE with a sec:tioo of tax!=waymembranre, 
and then sandbag the cover. Side walls can be revet,ted as neCiessary with 
fi.lled ammo boxes ~ rcanis tel'S ~ etc: 09 fr'om the inside 0 The &'lQ walls c:ould 
be provided by sandbagged and filled ammo b()x~so 

2: 0 Another method which could be employed would be to 
c()nstrllct sides and ends with diI't,=filled ammo boxea:~ Clover top with 
sections of MBAl matting» waterproof and then sandbago 

3. Either' of theSE: r:.c::horls a:\:',6ire wUl provide i1 lll~abh~ 
temporary bunker·~ 'tori t.h mini.mB.l uso of rc(overab Ie mater 1 ,a"!L ;"tI1h,c;:; .".j:;:;')\\:,;.\ c. 

be blown (after recoverable material is I er'IO'\Ted) to den; it",3 u;:;e "Lo ti1Q 

enemy. 

(g) See Rec:ommendation~ Paragraph 6.8..,(1) and 6.000) 0 

10 .C.2E!~t Tr.!E. 

(1) Commencing on 10 December 1968). ten MK,,-121 hombs ('comba.t traps) 
were made available to Task Force Yan):ce fOt' usc i.n 11anc1ing ',:.nc :Jfq)f.lra tion 

DECLASSIFIED 

I .. kl'.:'· ,,", . 
, ;{ 
. ;,'1 

I 



DECLASSIFIED 

• 
.., ..... 

in the canopy ot BA 112. 

(2) Initially" four targets were selec:t.ed tor attack in sequence 
with a bomb damage assessment Reing made i~tely :yf.'ter each m'op. Fu;rther 
targets were to be seleo-OOd and hit as the scheme of maneuver developed. 

(3) '!he MK",,121 bonD was delivered by O~130 air~ra.f'G manned. by 
personnel of the 434 th Air Division.)) Tan Son Nhute The dr<Op:s were ¢ont,:tt~lled 
by the 1st Marine Air Wing ASRT~ Alpha and Charlie o 'lila s'1.Taluation and 
adjustments of drops~" made by Task It'orce Yankee: Command and Oontrol 
Aircrafto '!he four locations selected as initial targets woeret~ 

(a) Target 1 ~" Hill ~;58 =, ZC 18423498 

(b) Target 2 L' Hill b06 "" ZO 17553511 

(c) Target 3 = Hill l~ass 1050 = ZC 1430~l05 

(d) Target 4 "" Hill n4 "" ZG 08193712 

(4) Although ten combat trans were utilized during Opel>ation Taylol1' 
Commons only one potential (!8nding '!>9ne resultedo In eaeh of the f:trst, six 
drops(1 the area cleared was suffident in size to be used. as a CH-46 heli,~ 
coptel'" landing rone; however, the site locations wre generally on slopes 
too steep for tactical ta-oop landings (including rappelUng). 

(5) Analyzing the terrain after the target si tea had been occ;upi.ed 
indicated the following,: 

(a ) In the case of target one,!) center of i.mpa~t could hav,e- breen 
displaced one hundred meters on the long axis of' the t.arget (flight dire'cMon:-.')y 
but an error left or right of' 20 meters would be on slopes too steep for us,/:. 
The crest of the knoll (Hill 406) on target two a1~wed an er'ror' of 'Only 5'0 
meters in radiul:(f:. before slopes became too steep 0 'Iarget thr'ee, was: a nat 
plateau approximately '75 meters i!1CrOSS by almost 200 meters in lreng;t,h,j) at 
sufncieD.tly large area but a lOI::lation that apparently ©aused cont,rol 
abnormalt4rj ~-1hi,ch produced a cons1stant right deflection errol". The mmbeir , 
o.r combat' traps available to Task Foree Yankee was exhausted before target 
4 .. las scheduled. 

(b) Detailed map and aerial photo studies and very low visual 
recon flishts were used to determine the suitability of the targets in 
relation to planned scheme of maneuver. However" the triple c;anopy pre©llllld~i',:j, 
analysis 0>£ specific grolmd formatJ.on under the heavy ~opy which hindered 
the selection of the most suitable terrain tor the weapon. 

(0) An analysis of effectiveness ca.n be made by oomparing the 
combat trap effects wi. th that of an aUack wi th standard bombl'Jll) up to 2000 
pounds~ rockets and napalm against Hill 31fo which was not a combat tra.p ~. 
target. '!his target received over 120 tons of ordnanC!/il ovel" a 2~ day 
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period to produce the same type of JLmding Mne as produced by' the MK~,12~ -
bomb in a matter of seconds. 

(d) ~\rhile the ten drops did not. produce usable landing zone~.,) 
the accurace of the delivery system was greater than expee:tedj) part.icularly 
in lijlt of the difficult nature of t.he targetse 'lbe pot.ential of I\lK~1.21 
Has amply demonstrated and would have been used extensively if addit.ion:a~ 
bombs had been available. The weapon can be a rapid means of deveJf.):'lin3 
landing zones y providing tar-geLS meet the following criteris8 

1. That the site be apIa tel&U like hill G'rest, measuring 
at least 1 c~;p in width and l~ CEP~ s in lelllgtho 

2. The surface must be rela.tively sIOOo,th and free of boulders. 
lnore than two feet in diameter. 

3. It must be located in an area that can be accurately 
controlled by ASRT and. AN/TPQ~lO Radar COUI'se Directing Central. 

j. pp:t:Q,,1''2TTl jZone IEter2~~.~~p..o~~ J~l~}l~ineN Prep¥a'ti2n ~ cr!~ti}lL 

(1) Prior to all major helo lifts j,nto unseCUI'6 landing IDneB~) a 
!~lnp.eOw tear/; was created to brief ll plan and select the landing zonee 

(2) The team consisted of key personnel from all particlpating units. 
The following "rere the representative perscmnels 

(a) Flight leader of troop lift and gunship halo 

(b) Unit Air Officer 

(c) ColTllllander of uni t being lifted 

(d) Helicoptor Controller (Airborne) if utilized 

(3) Prior to making the visual reccm overf'ly the;hlZ:q?POI:Ii would be ~.: 
bri,;)fed on the operation uith regards to the mlssiol1 y the concept, and .-
tentat,ive zones selected. rollowing the VR of the operat;i.ng area), the 
tca':1 would meet to determine a f1.nal zone select,ion and provide an ope:ra., 
tions brief for key perticipating personneL 

U~) '110 I~ 'l!PL'D" tC.'l'1I nm.'l:nl1y Has required two days prior but no 
lakr :';;1<'1.n one day ul"lorL<) t.he cOlil'llmCemcl1t;, of the planned helo lii't. 

(1) (i'he tl ~;TlPPO'u team is formed pr:i.or to the est,ab lishl"ient, of e:ac;b 
1"5:81-11 tP. rtht objeoti.vc of determining the ,suUability of the selec:t.-eQ 1,,2 
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site and to make certain decision,s as to the requirement" t1mbg and &iQ;tual 
layout of the projected FSB. By an overfly the team makes an insper.tioln\ of 
each proposed 5i te to determine gun positions 9 area to be rcleared~ bunker 
locationa and other pertinent da1<ao The teS!ll!. should be IOOJllpo!!led of' the 
following8 

(a) Artillery Bn Oommander 

(b) Artillery Btry C<l'JIlIlander 

(0) Engineer Offioer 

(d) Inf'an try ColllllBIltUllr 'Woo will prow.ldle seoori ty- fOll" FSB 

(e) Unit Air Officer 

(2) The IiFIRPPOlu teams dEltermined tne following pertinent information 
prior to cOJIUISncement ot construction of each FSBg 

(a) Time and place fCIr the establishment of the FSB 

(b) Size ot area required to be clearedl 

(0) Gun positions were selected 

(d) Number of helo tr'arlsportable traotions (MJ.a"o 01" M580) that 
were required 

(e) Posi tions for 5fu>rage of am.m and cons true ti on effort that 
was required 

(f) Si te for the Fire! Direoti.on Center bunkel' 

(g) Estimated time relquired to complete construction of the FSB 

(:n The i&FIRPPOI8 team sho>uld nake an actual on=site inspectioo. as 
soon as possible after tile locati.on for the proposed FSB has been sec:uredlo 

1. Employment of Bulk CS 

(1) Bulk CS was utilized extensively during Operat100 Tq11Ol" CoJlllOOlID.\e 

A total of 627 cannisters were dr'opped by fixed wing aircraft,w the 1st 
Marine Air Wing. Drops were made' under the positive contX"ol of an Aerial 
Observer. 

(2) Targeting was accomplished through coordination between the 
G ... 2/G..,) sections of '!ask Force Ya~nkee. Targets selected were suspected 
enemy supply routes») routes of egreSS/ingress into the base area and areas 
Sllspr)ch:u of bo,\n: utiHze(i as Dta~ln;o.~:r~>'1 nnd )osai')le hC.ldClt\arters site~1I ,. 
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(3) No firm assessment can be give'n as no friencR,y fOriC:68 ware 
emplQjed in the area tor approximately thrlee weeks after fu e ci:r'©p~. However- ~ 
personnel from the Mobile Strike Force~9perating in an area approximately 
750 meters north of one of the target areasj) were able to sense t,he effs<CIts 
of the OS. '!he 3d Bn» 5th Marines found indications that a small. amount of 
OS remained in the vicinity of Hill 235 to'\1r' weeks after' it had ooen dropped. 
The powdered CS was tound on undergrowth in the area and the unit receb'ord 
minute effects from the CS as they moved through the area of the d:r'(()Jp~s 

(4) Although no firm infornation is available!) it is believed that, 
the CS was able to deny areas to the enemy and prevent his movemenit, thr~:)'U\gh 
these areas for a period of at least two ,reeks. One vas report, indicated 
that a headquarters unit was forced to move due to a. OS att,ack in their 
immediate area. 

m. m~t....Ci2-00nz Retr~~isSi~~ 

(1) '!he HYL=J is a unit designed t.o provide retransmission rcapabil= 
i ty"d;or a radio circuit using the KY---8/28/)8 series of voice cIt~,i'yption ~ 
equipnent. 

(2) Due to the nature of the terr8~in faced on this operation» it 
was envisioned that some difficulty ma.v bEt experienced,operating the 
VHF /It''M radio circuits between An Hoa CombaLt Base and SQ,'JJ2. To overcome 
this difficulty D it was planned to establ:i.sh radio retransmission s1 tes 0 

Since ciphony voice traffic cannot be retr'ansmittedj) there was a need for' 
a HYL.,3. 

(3) To ensure the best possible rndio link and to safeguard the 
HYL-3» it was IOOunted prior to the operatl.on in an AN/MRC~110 radio jeep. 
It was plarmed to move this jeep by helicc)pter to its operating locality. 

(4) Although the AN/MRC .. 110 w/H!Le,.3 was originally scheduled to 
provide an enciphered voice rad10 circuit between the Task Force and it,s 
subordinate units» it was not used that wclY' since no major' subordinate 
uni t headquarters left the An Hoa Combat Base. Instead it was turned over 
to the 3rd Marine Regiment for their US90 On 31 Dec;embe~)the )rd }!.arines -
moved the combination to COB Dagger to support operations in BA 112. The 
combinatia>. began operating on the 3d of ,Tanuary" It worked intermittently 
until 5 January when the interconnect (Clables failedo On. 8 Janu8I'Y»·~,t was -' 
evacuated to An Hoa and subsequently f01Wal"'ded to 5th Communu:ation ..... B~t= 
talion for repairo After being repaired» it was returned to An Hoa on the 
14th. It was returned to COB Dagger and l~einstalled in the MRC",,110 on the 
19th where it again worked intermittently' until finally failing on the 
23rd. Failure was due to the same interC()IUlect cabJl.eo On the 24t.bv:/the 
AN/.MRC~110 w/HYL=3 was removed from COB nlgger and returned to An Hca. 
At An Hoa", the communication technicians 'ijl.loroughly c;hecked it oval"o '.[hey 
fOlIDd that the failure was caused by the :Lnteroonnect cables being too 
fragile and too delicately fabrioated with mill tiple wire soldered into a 

~TJ 

DECLASSIFIED 

, 

" 
" 

<,.'! 



DECLASSIFIED 

• • 
relatively small conneotor which was neither rugged nor permanently sealed 

or oonneoted. No allowance had been ,made for cable bending due to ~atenary 

action. 'lhe tension on the connElctors pulled the solder joints loose thereby 

causing the intermittent operat.i.c)fi and final failure of theCieq~pmento The I. 

technician built supports for thE) cab1es,9 paid careful attention to soldering 

the connections and remounted tho HYL-3 in the AN/MRC=llO& '!he coJJiJination 

was then helilifted to FSB BattlEl Ax where it operated satisfactory from 

about 4 through 14 February. At this time there was no further need for 

the equipment and it was returned to An Hoa. 

(5) The HYL=) provides a capabilit,r needed by the tactical forces 

as long as there is pril"l18l'Y reli.mce on VHF/Fl1 radios using b KY=8 family 

of enciphering units; however, the present design of the interconnect cable 

and its connector is unsatisfac~)ry (see Recommendation 8.a.(9». 

15'. (U) Photographic Supplemen't issued aeparatel.y. 

16. (U) Enclosure (59) contains all recomnmdations m lessons learned. 

17. (S) Comman~eros AnalysiS 

a. Tasks. Ta.sk Force Yankee was oonoeived and organized to execute a 

penetratim in force and ul timat,e neutralization of the enemyi s Base Area 

112. 'Ib accomplish this objectivEtlthe Task Force was gl.ven a mission for an 

operation nicknamed raTaylor Colllll,on". That mission could be logically' sub= 

divided into the following three taskse 

(1) Destroy NVA and va foroes in the assigned area of operations 

(2) Neutralize Base Ares~ 112 (BA 112) 

(3) Develop l!'ire Support. Bases to inter~hct the approaches from 

the Laotian border. 

b. Forces 

(1) Forces assigned to 'Iask Force Yankee were as fo110ws8 

(a) The ~~ver eloments were from tl«> regimental headquarters 

with a total of five organic battalions~ and on occasionsj) one or two SLF 

BLTG s • In conjunction with these forces and,. operating in close cooperation,\) 

the 1st ARVN Ranger Group oonduc~ted operat~ 1n the Arizona Area and later .... -" 

on Go Noi Island. 

(b) The artillery slilpport was from the 1st FAG which was in 

direct support of the Task Forcle with two battaUon headquarte8» seven to 

ten batteries of light artillery j) four batteries of medi\lJT1 artillery and 

three platoons of heavy artille:ry; attaining a maximum density of 94 
artillery tubes. 
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(c) The ReconnaisS'~''lnCI3 effort "las executed b;r the lst ~'orce 
Reconnaissance 80mpany augment':d per:iDdicaUy by lst Reconna:lssance JattaUon 
personnel. 

(d) Other Combat ~'iupport and Combat Service ;";upport units 
brought the total strength to approximately 10 9000 Marines, or:~anize.d 
specifically to accompUsh the assigned mi:98ion. 

(2) The operation had some unique .features in relation to operations 
previously conducted by the 1st Har:i.ne Division in Vietnam. Principal 
among these features was the maneuver forcl6s u total dependence lo:;istically 
upon helicopter transportation dur:ing BA 112 Operations. SixnilarlY9 the 
rifle companies operated basically as :independent units follo\.;ing individual 
traces that diverge as they radiated from the FSB. This manner of opera.ting 
was necessary to insure that the maximum a:rnount of area was subjected to 
the nlOst detailed search in the shortest time possible. Also,J comi)at 
actions with the enemy in the tripled=canopied~ dense jungley in contrast 
to previous actions in the low lands» were characterized by point. to point 
contact and intense~ but short duration fire fights with only a ir'action 
of the unit involved. 

c. Prsoeerational In·~e~ligenc:!. J'malysis of the intelligence produced 
for the planning phase of Operation Taybr Common establi.shed the enemy 
combat forces to the north~ northwest and :i.n the flat, lands im:il0dia tely 
surrounding An Hoa. The enemy logistic,!) staging" medical and training 
facilities were concentrated)) but dispersed uniformly throughout the 
::astern Zone of 3A 112.)1 predominantly on the Ong Thu slope. ~the supply 
routes j way stations and a scatterin,s oi' smaller logistics facilities were 
along the Song Cai and in the broad basin between tha,t river and the 
escarpment to the west of the eng 'Ihu Slope. Of a more nebulous nature 
wore the locations of the Headquarters for' l\1ilitary Region 5 ann l<'ront 4 
and their respective security and ad'llinist,rativQ units.. The mobility of' 
these elements and the cover afforded by the tripled caIlopted mounta:ins 
was expected to contribute to the elusiveness of the latter t.wo targets. 

. d. Scheme of Haneuverlj. From t.'l1e :int.erplay betvleenthe forces~ enemy 
dd.sposi tions and the ter.'iiIn evolved a con©ept of operations that visualiz,ed 
avrident effort against the enemyo 

(1) The first phase was a concentrated sweep of the approaches to 
An Hoa. to provide a secure conbat base i'ro,m Which to launch and sustain an 
all-helicopter SUPi)Ortod penetration of BA 1120 To insure the continued 
secur:i. ty of the base» the ini.tial sweep \,18.5 followed for the duration of' 
the operation by friendly forces continuou.sly exerting pressure to find!> 
fix end destroy tho enenw units,!) supplies and equipment in that area. 'lhis 
first phase effort resuHed in 1»831 NVA/V'C KIA of the total of :2.\1161 KIAj) 
23, nlC in the 5th ~:arine AO and it, SUPpr€:ssed enemy activity agai.nst An lIoa 
almost completely until 23 Febr'Uaryo 
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(2) '!he second phase was the initial penetration of BA 112 by 

establishing mutually supportable fire suppor t bases from which to radiate 

rifle companies to find~ fix and destroy enemy forces and installations ' 

identified by the available intelligence oollecting meanse Vital experience 

faotors were gained by this initi.alUbrust and sustained operations in the 

Eastern Zone of BA 112. Such factors wers9 the rate of FSB development~ 

the effects of inclement weather on flight operations supporting the FSB U s~ 

the size of the enemy forces and the erler!!1 tactics encountered, rates of 

movement through the jungle; and the medical/health problems to be expectedo 

This phase was particularly remunerative due to the wealth of experien~e 

factors developed9 as well as the fact that the greatest proportion of tlie 

caches" installations 9 facilities and comm/Jl~soilil:!o8!Ite3ibt~ uncoveredll 

destroyed or interdicted were located in this regiono 

()) The third phase capitoalized on the experiences of the prelC.8a~g 

phases by concentrating the grouJ'l~d effort in the JTD at likely enemy ©I©Clupied 

areas or in direct response to intelligence of the enemyi S 8c.tivi ties. 

Emphasis was placed on developing FSB/COB to facilitate the interdiction 

of the approaches from the Laotbn border and the probable re=entry of 

friendly forces at some future date 0 Although fewer supply oaches and 

facilities were found than in thEt Eastern Zone, signif'i.cant evi~ence was 

uncovered that the major headquarters had been evicted from. SA 112 and were 

being harassed by friendly forcefl even as they were moving fUl"ther west of 

the Song Cat. Addi ti on ally » there were reports that eneJll3' comm/liaison 

routes were being drastically al1;,ered by the enemy to avoid those areas 

which were occupied by frien~ j~orceso Further complic:atione to en8lltY' 

operations were introduoed by thl~ employment of air delivered OS gas canis= 

ters :in four separate areas and delayed fuse bombs along two major east""w8st 

routes. 

e. Reconnaissance. 'lhroughc)ut all three phases~ reconnaissanoe teams 

contributed valuable Inrormat1on,~ primarily concerning the strength and. ' 

direction of eneuv movElIlents and occasionally on the existence of installa", 

tiona and caches. The reconnaisl:Jarlce effort was» in the early stages,9 

directed against all facets of the eneIlG"° s operation in BA 112~ to verify 

the pre .. operation intelligence e:stimate.. As it was validated" through 

the various aoquisition agencies, the role of the Reconnaissance Company 

was refined and directed against specific targets such as obtaining 

prboners a uncovering trail nets,p asaellPly areas and Clache 8i tee. Additional 

tasks» such as sensor emplacement» providing eecuri~ elements for FSB 

development and deception aotivi ties were also assigned to support particular 

phases of the 0PQration. Although delayed occasionally by bad weather,\) lalCik 

of helicopters and the dense can,oPY' (the latter obstaole causing the 

development of the ladder extraot teolmique) ~ the information obtai,ned by 

the reconnaissance teams formed a significant segment of the operational 

intelligence developed during the operation. 

f. Intelligence Collection 'enoiase During the operation!) as many 

as 16 1n£eliigence acquisHiOn a,gene: es supported Task Force Yankeeo These 
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a;~sets~ employed a.s des(~ribed in paragraph 8.eo provided t,:'Lmely- and accurate 
i!l telligenco as a basis for maneuver and fire support planning e 

~. PsycholOptical Operations. Operation Taylor Co~niOn was highly 
succcr;sfuli'rom a p~YOP point of View. !he rapid reaction t.::> e:xpl~i t 
;;:i.;:nificant contacts and the JIB (ground loudspeaker) bro<ldc<lst using the 
_ioi ::::lanhs were part.icularly noteworthy. Operations in the BA U2 'tlhile not 
~)roducing any Hoi Chanhs to units operating in that area, did result, in 
retw-neeu turning themsel.ves in to unj. ts on the frinc;es of SA 112 ~ in the 
_~rizclna Area and at the ern camp at Nong Son. 111e number cf' Hoi ChaM/:) 
decreased during the last month of the operation. However j this is a norr!1al 
occurrence prior to an enemy offensive. On the other' hand~ the amount of 
ordna.nce turned in for rewards increased during the operation. Ex:peciaHy 
.l.rqortant was the increased numbers of mir.Les and booby=t,raps that were 
pc:Lnted out 'oy thE. dvilian popula.tion pa:r'ticularly in areas tha,t had not 
91'0Viou:;;ly partiCipated in this program. 

h. Air DufP?rt 

(1) Harine Air~ supported on occasion by Army '"1e1.icopter's and f're~ 
ql.lcntly by Air ,Force fix.ed "ring aircraft~ played a vi tal role in the opera ... 
ti<m. ~;very ma,jor troop lift and all supplies as well as artillery pieces and 
arrJrr:uni tion into BA 112 and the Ong 'lhu Slope were halo transpol'tedQ Recono 

n.n::.ss:mce teams» vital to intelligence colleotim were helo 1nsert,ed/extractedo 
Eelico:->ter~ brour,ht troops to the scene of battle with their full complilT'.ent e 
of a::nmunition9 equipment and supplies for assault of the objectiveo Fixed 
1.!:tr.g observation planes sought out the en (:my and called close air support 
strikes and artillery fire throughout tre area of operations o Eighteen 
Inm,dred and forty beacon and TPQ, sorties interdicted enenw positions and 
infiltI"a~ion routes, regardless of darkne:;;s or poor weather. II Spookyn and 
II .:jha dow" f:i.reships ~ with their tremendous firepower)J I'>topped enemy assaults 
and d:1.scouraged anti~a:i.rcraft fires. ?laJ('eships provided illt.lldnation for 
nit;ht o[.>erations~ for FSB construction an(i frequently revealed enemy move= 
T'1entG. /ixed win'; transports daily brought men~ sUPPld.es9 and ammunition 
to thf; ,J1 !!oa Complex to minimize the thrlsat of casu::l.lt,ies from vulnerable 
road ·cl"af'fic. Visual reconnaissar.ce gave unit commanders and their staffs 
an invalu.,1ble knOWledge of the terr'ainj) enomy disposition and relative 
dis·tane-es. The assi6nrnent of a modE'lvac; p:9.ckage to the lin Hoa. area centric> 
buted a significant. r'educt~ion to friendly losses by decrea.sing materlally the 
time lapse betHden request and pick>.lp. These aircraft carried 1~674 si©k 
an(i wounded to life sav:ing medical fa.dlUies. Noteworthy in this splnli&J"e 
Has the uniformally heroic actions of the night medevac pilots and cre1!ll~ 
accomplishine cxtracti.ons .fror': ~ll::;:.: 1 ~j~ 

(2) The vHal rolt.. played bj' the helicopters became moat apparent 
when the shortaeos ot ml~lE gunships and/elr CH=53 helicopter Iii assets pr>e= 
eluded Reconnaissanco Team inserts/ex:t:racts., employment of rapid reaQtion 
fO)_'ce to exploit hard in telligenc:e ~ or FS:B artillery from tiring any support 
ether than contact missions. This shorta,ge never jeapordized the mission of 
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Task Force Yankee~ but it frequently hampered the Conmanders freedom of 
action and constricted his flexability and response to the changing 
situation on the battlefield. 

io Artillerl 

(1) '!be Artillerz Support1ng Arms effort for Operation Tqlor Common 
was direoted am coordinated thro1;Lgh the 1st Field Artillery Group .~©ated 
at An Hoao Some 94 artillerl tubEIS of all ca.libers supported 'Dlsk Forc:e 
Yankee Forces. 'lhese artillery plaoes answered some 20i!586 ©a11s fer fire 
and were responsible for an expendliture of 2519650 round,~. 

(2) Artillery inroads intcl BA 112 were accomplished by hew Ufti.Xlg 
the 105mm How/15,. How TD Batter:tes in-oo prepared poSi tiona in the FSB ij So 

The amalgamation of the l05mm How and the 155m How TO Battery provided 
for the greatest econom;y and best utilization of aV8,ilable assets. Thf!l 
mixed caliber composite battery h~~d no adverse effect, upon the 8JIIIIlWilition 
resupply effo1"t,o It should be noted that f'our",fifths of all reBi\l\pply 1ntc. 
BA 112 was composed of artillery ll.Illll'Ilm1 tion. '!his «.::omposi te bat,tel'7 con.lC;ept 
provided an increase in the range of supportability and dest:1"UCi:tive potent:Lal 
of JIBIl8uvering inf'antrz unitsc A1;; a general rule» adjacent FSB~s were 
selected and established at distmlces approximately 10% of the l05mm, Howitze~o8 
llDOOO meter fire""CI&p,l) this provides for an overshoot ar.d attenuation of 
range betause of terrain and vegetation. Artillery Batteries supporUng from 
FSB8 s effectively oovered infantry' units whose opera.tiona radiated from the 
FSB. 'Dle reconnaissance effo1"t W1!lS supported by light and mediwn artillery 
on the FSBu s and by heavr artillel~y firing from the An Hoa Artillet"y Compluo, 
Infantry un! ts and reconnaissance teams utilized the ubiq\lLi to US artillery 
units effectively by exploiting t,argets of opportunitY9 ClCrlstantly harassing 
and interdiot.ing enemy base areas and by calling fires on su.spelClted aJlibuBh 
sites and avenues of egress and ingressc 

jo !£gis~~, 

(1) 'll'le logistic: supportconiClept for Operation Taylor' Common ll wilion 
was predicated on factors that blended both 1st, and 3d Marine Division 
experiences~ proved to be more than adequate for the opel"stion o The bUIld 
up and maintenance of supply levels at the LSU lOlCated at, An Hoa was based 
upon a ten d~ requ1remente ~ese pre~established levels were required as 
a contingency for the possible delays in convoy resupply from the primary 

, . suppll point (FLO) or the interruption of fixed wing resupply due to inclement 
weather conditions 0 

(2) A. Logistic Operation Cent,er>(IDC) was established to ©ool"dinate 
the large number of unit resupply' requirements. The LOC,~ which ©onstantly 
supel"Vised the flow of supplies,\) had the capabili t1 of instant l'eaoout of 
supply levels and the reactive power to prec:lude serious shortb,fall~ at the 
FSB's. '!he concept and its mmifestati.onl) the 100 9 proved to be the key to 
suocessful logistical operations. 
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(3) Based upon the possibility of rElatively l(;lng periods of' inc:ll'men.t 
weather and the consequential inability 'Co resupply., pres:ribed operational 
stock levels were established for COB ij s ba:3ed upon one infantry battal.ion/ 
company at')rt for FSB Ii S based. upon one infantry battalion [:'J.pport,ed by one D/S 
battery. ,'A 5-day operational stock level and a 3=day emergency stock level 
totaling 8 days Class r and V was the s toelc objective established for COB I s 
and FSB's. Compani.es operatJ.ng away from 'the FSB/COB normally ©anied 2 
days LRPR and a1lll11.lni tion. All these lev('l:::I proved adequate to meet; i(1lpera= 
tional contingencies and as a direot result» operations in BA 112 were ne'!e£' 
seriously jeopardized by lack of supply. However~ there were flOur calls 
for emergency resupply to companies located in isolated areaso 

(4) 'ilie primary resu.pply vehicle W:!lS the helio::opteI"o ill though 
resupply was hampered occasionally by inclement weather~ lack of heli<Dopter 
avaUubility and later by an increased tempo in enemy gI"ound £'ire~ the 
overall resupply effort and support was deemed more t,han adequ&,te. Howevero~ 
d1.'..rin~ three periods of' poor fiying v1eathe:r» the loU' artillery S>IIUIVJJ1ition 

stock levels on the E'SBus restricted fires to oontae:t mi,ssions only. A total 
of 4J 976 resupply lifts.! weighing 19»012B631 pounds were deUvered to infantry 
units during Operation Taylor Common. 

k. ,pgineer 

(1) lillglneer Operations in BA 112 'were dependent upon a sUlGil:essful~ 
concerted engineer effort which was primarily concerned with tlle It'apid 
development of FSB C s J COB i S and HLz,c s on selected objeClti veBo 'lhe Th.ird 
Harine Division SOP for FSS/COB construction j with moaif'icat,ion lJ was used ',' ! 1 

in! tially and was found to con tain eff eeti ve proc:edures. '!he oa ZIPPOI"i team r, 

concept ll rappel~capable combat eng:i.uot);;(S,I) gasoline engine driven chain sa"rs 
and Mini-Dozers were proven to be absolute necess1.ties for rapid d8lvelopment 
of FS3' s/eGB ws. 

(2) Even greater ef.fectiveness in j'SB development was realized from 
the Taylor Coml'llOn engendered changes)) such. as:~ modified demliUons techni~ 
ques, special explosive devices and the reoomnended use of pre~'c:on3trutCtedll 
portable bunkers. Gombinat!on of those procedures that were an outgrowth 
of 'faylor Gommon» with those developed by the 'l'h:ird Division willi fMili tate 
the production of a relative canplet.e il up=t¢=date" .md proven standilIDg, /'. 
operating proc:edure fOl" F'SB/COB const.ruction. 

(3) Ihgineer ;1oodpecker Team opera,tions ~ i.n the Arizona Ar'es,9 .,rere 
acceptably effective~ thouf~h beset W1. th ma.intenan(~e p1"OblemSe The type of 
equipment provided was adequate for' the mi.ssion and the sufficiently 
detaHed concept of employment allo1Jsd for) effective control. A<::tual 
employment~ -tlhile producing tangible results in destroyed enemy iXl,stalla= 
tions and cleared lands nerved addi t.ionall:y to rei ter'ate the esse-ntj,al 
requirement for an adequate back~up of spai!"e parts for heavy equipment. 
In general» engineers performed effectively and resoUI"<Clefully!) while contri= 
huting signi.t'icantly to the attainment of the operatlona.l goals. 
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1. Communications 

, (1) The commm~ioations operations were exeouted essentially as 
planned with few major problems being encountered throughout the course 
of the operation. The equipment provided to the Task Force was sufficient 
in all respects and proved to be adequate to cover all contingenoies. 

(2) Primary reliance was placed on radio l'elay to provide communi­
cation between the Task Force and senior headquar·l;,ers. In general,\) this 
radio rel~ link provided excellent cormnunications. The subordinate units 
relied almost exclusively on VHF!F:H radios to command, control and coordinate 
their subordinate units. Despite estimates to tL.a contraryj< it was found 
that the tact1.cal radios worked well throughout the base area. The problem 
onvisioned due to terrain masking and vegetation absorption of radio signals 
failed to materialize. Even covered communication from An Iloa to FSBua 
beyond the escarpment were adequat,e and continuouo 0 'rtle only problem that 
arose was communicating with some of the deeper reconnaissance team inserts 
of the It'orce Reconnaissance Company who did experienc.e difficulty communi­
cating from certain locations while on the move. Since continuous communi~ 
cation with these teams was necessary" radio retransmission sites were 
located on three of the highest pe1aks in the base area to ensure t.bat 
required communications were maint,ained. 

m. summ~. The impact of OI)eration T~lor Common on the eneII\Y is e 
measured in O'£h tangible and intangible terms. From a material point of 
view, the eneIfGY lost manpower in elxcess of an infantry reg:iJnentj a quantity 
of rice to feed the regiment for CI\Tf.!r 100 days j weapons to arm in excess 
of 2-\ infantry battalions; medlcal equipment to outfit a 100 bed hospital 
wi th enough surgical supplies to permit 3-6 surgeons to perform any type 
of major surgery. These equivalents could be extended to include all of 
the captured/destroyed materials f:hol411 in enclosure (29) J in any event~ it 
indicates a significant loss of combat capability. On the intangible 
/'Iide, Operation T~lor Common inv8tded arId destroyed the invIolability 
of BA 112, neutralized it for enen~' combat support and service support 
acti..vit~ during the perlod 15 DeCE:mber 1968 to an unknown future dateJ) 
'-~i5rupted supply/corom/liaison rout,es and created the omnipresent threat 
of instant return to any combination of fosHions tr.roue;hout the network 
of FSB l s. DeslJite the enerrw's infiltration into BA 112 subsequent to the 
reduction of forces$ there will be: a significant lapse of time before he 
reconstitutes his previous logist:i.cB and command st,ructure in the Base 
Area." but the most immediate result of our investment in BA 112 was the 
dl:Jruption of the eneIV's ability clf immediately mount and sust~\in a 
major attack. 
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Helic«>t.r W .. k lAI: 
lit flO CALL HIS :: MSN ~:rr ~.AS' RIQ D <m SlGI REM.ARJS IRIQ 

I~o frn CItO ~"'l(S) 0800 IJUt- IQCMPlUSE1""O Rl'rURN TO BASIJ"l MSN CQ(P 6 !ti.o 
~H~6 0800 IlhOO LADY JCBJl.oO KrBJJ MSN ca.p 6 ~oO 

152 rrn REsm PHe>~3 ~lO 111~O n~l~ RrB CREW QiWmJ 6 6~O 

PH~l 0730 Il'no IDIHHiR 1=2 IRrB JJ CRiW CHAltJ! 6 ~oO 

PH =51 10930 Imo ~lHKSR 2~ lrrBll HEOJWfICA)1 6 ~.2 

~=S3 109.')0 Il6l5 ~IMKF.R 2Q2 iRTBtl MSI CCJlP 1 l1'elL 
,.' 

i .. ~} : " . f::, . ':~':",' • J ., .... , , .~ .·r ,~_ 

... .......... _--........ 

bHc:46 [Moo 1035 $WIlf )e.ll. !rIll BATTti DAMlol 6 ~"l 
PHc:46 0800 1035 ~IP! 3",,2 iRTBJJ BmltE DAMAGE: 6 ~.l 

PR~6 ~oo 1600 ~II'n'J..,.J MBg OV'D MAX em TlHI 6 B~O 
cH~6 0800 Il600 SWllPf ,l"-'h 1t!aJJ 0VIll MAX CItlW T1MB, 6 8~0l 

CBcoit6 10900 1610 LADl~ A hQl MBll om MAl CUI TIMB 6 11.~ 
CBe.46 0900 1610 lAD)~ A 4""2 :aTB» O'IER lUI CltDW 'lIMB 6 17.2 

UHet>l&(G) 10930 115.30 1HC8~~1.OI Bc:>O DlVU'l'ID BY TADC 1'OR ... 6 ~f)@ 

UH=U(G) 0930 JLS30' . B<B'l~AGE 8 ... 2 1MIIlG~ MSN 0 DAB.d:J 6 ~.o 
I~l rtn RECOH CHca6 10730 Iwo PCB BSH 201 JrrB ~ MSIf C04P $ IhO 

CHe.h6 10'730 1130 PCB BSH 2=2 m~ MS. CQfP ~ .0 
CBc:h6 10710 ll]O roB BSB 2=3 Krill MSII COMP ~ I&()) 

UR=lK(G) 0130 Iwo C<H:PRISICS=O MBll_ MSH COO ~ IA.@ 
OH=lB(G) i0730 IWO C<KPJUSI$..,2 Il'l'B$) MSH C<J!P ~ Illn.O 

IS5 1'l'I ~= OB=46 0100 1900 SWIrl 2=0 mUD TO IWlBtE HI' 6 JOlt fh 12k 
IEVlG IUHcoU{GJ 10'700 Il900 HosrJaR 2=0 ,mB .l~AMJ.BX ~ ~4 

Bel. Work lAcs W. lIIdnta1mled. b7 the Tn Air OffuEllf aM 
dep1ctefl the t.bee ind1d,1lul, balM sbe"leN ill .. m ~f 
the AD loa DASC $ tetal ttu in tho .. as _" otbv ,lIlA"" 
trol W .... tll1le 

(Sample EntrlelJ Shown) 
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ADC!W'l' GIOUltD TIME LOO run 

CALL MSII fJ11J'r TUB UP , 8mB llASOll JOlt SRt1J.1)(J(H 

SIOI De. DafI 1'DtI lie 
IfDIR 

CCIIPlISI1-o SO 1030 ~130 :;~ AWArrING W<l\r LAD!' ACll.oQ 

swur S2 1000 10)0 ~~ IN8Pl!lCf BA'l'TU DAMAGI 3",,193 ... 2 

PiiClI BUSH 
S3 0835 0940 l~3 

HJ!C1tUIC.lL tUCll) BLOB 
2<:>2 STlUCI TllBS (10 DAMJ.OI) 

Hele GJlftlllll 'l'~. Liles Wu _iDtli_ at ths .ilia 
H_ 1114118tt1&1 treI~ (Re10 park1ag .... ) b.1 the 
Tiep ani r8pruen\lJi aiNr&f\ ._ tiM ... the 
re __ tbtntol't 0 

(Sample Entr1esShown) 
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nuu HEW SUMMA1lY ClWtl' 

RlQUIm 
WING 301m kim ACT :~JtOI::.;: .. 

MSNSo A/C 1tEQ PftAG ltIO HRS HItS HIS T<MOMCW 

MSN UH",lE 1 1 1 6 1 ~ Jl. 
SO C846 1 1. II 6 1 ~ JJ, cu: 

TOTAL 2 2 2 12 2 10 iii 

MS. CH ... (~ h h h. ~ 0 ~ iA 
S2 CH~1 0 ,,"0 0 0 -Q 0 0 
RiSUP 

CH~6 6 6 6, 36 Jl. )~- 8 
UH",lJ Q 2 2 2~ 12 0 Jl.2 ~ 

TarAt P2 12 12 72 l 7lJ, Jl4 

MSH CH~6 I 

SJ UIIolE 0 
UCOI 

tarAt 

<t 
.,.'; 

MSH CH""'6 
Sk UH ... l.E 0 
tIP 
UP!' TOl'ALo!: 

TotALS lh 11l JlJ;. lilt 1 811 16 
The clai~ h.li_~1' 8~r .har1> Wd _.ptll84 at the illlNS 
of ... h _°s ~_1"" Ulil paazo&Jll1' ~':the:ln~ 
of &iRl"af\ !'H81 .... ad aU_l hOWl'll .peat at. Aa H_ acaiu'" 
u.r.raf't, reClu •• W .. pl", hODl'" et utfLltlal.t1., (Bas .... 
6 hOUH pelL" aiMn.ft per ~r a 0 

(Sample Entries Shown) 
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U10 OP-44) 115-69 uak 
10k. Staft Ott OP;';'44) 88-69 unk 

illl NY6 a..tmeB~ 
4th In, 218t Rest 61-68 UK 
6th Bn, 218t Rest 74-68 uDk 
C-, COt 60th Bn, 218t Regt 129-69 unk 

lQaal rom 
Q-81 ~68 unk 
~12 (Q-81 Hoi An Co) 8-68 unit 
Q-S, (Dai Loo (J>)) 50-69 unk 

Q-141~' »ad.~0 (»» 111.69 unk 
Q-S, Da1 Loe (D ~ 111-69 unk 
~e} (»a1 Loo (D 128-69 unk 

U$htr8 
,ra Sapper ,..68 unk 
a-20, }lat Rct 22-68 unk 
]).36 42-69 unk 
122 (70/21/2n4 ])11') 110-69 unk 

5 
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A.T821540 16Feb69 
~891499 21leb69 
A'l876505 28Feb69 

AT81520, 26De068 
AT854544 29:De068 
AT8~491 21Feb69 

AT98>520 13Dec68 
AT78941, 16De068 
Z020051, 18Ja.n69 
AT821540 16Feb69 
.A.T821540 16hb69 
AT869551 26hb69 

.l'l'965524 12»eo68 
Z01874)7 18De068 
ZOl68454 15Jan69 
ZOO25212 l"eb69 

iNOl"ostJu (2') 
CON'IDENTUL 

'~~ 
!"~ 
1~ 

, '; '~I' 

. >' 
"-"M' 

L I lit :I~ 
:-.1",. 

.:t'l . I " . ' .. ,~ . 
f. ~r'" 

_""1""'''''_'''_'_' 

, 



DECLASSIFIED 

• 
('TaD \A) - Ove1"l" 01' CODlllO/Liaison Route. 

1. Tbe following is a n"ratbe de8oription ot oo-.o/U,aiaon 
routes as relawd D1 ~Olll'. oaptured d.uring Operat.i.on TAYl,OR CvrJMUti. 
Tab (A) di8pl~8 these routes. 

(8) (it *1) ~OW Tran Van Td.o, ljOtb Transportation ~8ttalion, 
lHtU-44, (l;tb ITT J.'8port number 11-01.09) gave tile tolluwing route as 
one used bl bis battalion for trl:&ll8porting weapons and riCe 0 

(1) W@,poaa. )'row ~an.g lIai (2) at if 91 }559 to XlA¥en 
lCnuoll6 \ V) at .IT 956)1!). 

(,2) ,aa.. PiOi.Up at Xu,yen hU\lOng ;.1' ~56515, oarrl to 
~ang lid (2), A'r 91},j9. then to t.be ODS Tnu alope boY an un1a1ovn route" 

\b) (Ht '2) l'<>W Nao Van Ulil. 4th OOJllllO-Liaison COlDpan,y, wit 
101., ('13th I'lT report DWilber }1-01...o9) gave the tollow1n8 route as the 
one used bl his OOIlI'aD¥t .Jtation 11-1 vioinity AT 860515 (Dai 100 (D)/ 
lAle J),lc (lJ» tg station 11-2 vioinity ,,, 9}8514 (Unit ~·80, lIUl 
~en (D», to stat10n H .. } vicinity ~ 984)62 (non-operative). to 
station li-4 vicinit, '1' 9"1156& (unit ...,.-62, Unit 36. DiF.ln Ban lD». 
to station il.-5 viOinit~· ,AT 028606 'l4iWlOwn unit). 

(0) (ltt if3) fOW ~8\1¥en Van Y.iNK. 1st COIllp8D.Y. 15th Jt;ng1neer 
Batt&lloD, 2nd MVA ])1v18ion, Itsted. 'tnat bie unU used 4 boats, 
Mdd.en on tbe Tbu Bon ilver, vioin1t;V AT 794500, to piok \1): rice at Phu 
TU$J1 (li) vicinity AT 890518. 

(do) (1t,;l4) row Hg\l¥efl Dinb ~, lCO ot' tbe 150th Transportation 
Battalion g~ve 2 routes us.d by nlsbattalion for transporting rice. 

(1) 1!Worx..,joiJi..l.. (401\) trOCi ;b8t'I'17, ibClt~'.~·,~o';~ 
~'r 90652tJ, to 1,8 Tba,p, AT9}2;20, to tbird baUll.:;t, .1Cu¥en Kuong: (Y), 
AT 95251~, throu.eb I.e Bac, AT 9605~2, to »ien Hong (Y), AT 970550, 
then across tile river at Nr 979562, to the 1st bamlet, Dien Tllai (v) 
itT 982558e 

(2) ~~'m8t' Houta. (4ob) trom ~ang Dai \pOSSibly 
AT 9U5,9), orcas the river at AT 900540, go to tbe ,A1 N,nai-Gba 
Tbuy Baad at. AT 922512, tollow tbe ~E'd. to 1.00 liuni, AT 940550. to 
Dien XU81\ l V) AT 9605&5, to 1st Ilamlet, Dien Tbai (Y) AT 982558. 
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ElICWl:iUg (2b) 
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DECLASSIFIED 

CONFIDENTIAL 

A. Complexes: 204 
Bunkers:: 1403 
lioochtllls 1 1520 
Tunnel Networks: ao 
Me4icalSit~st 7 

1) Hospitals; ; 
2) Aid Stations: 4 

l?W .Diateu·tion SHesa 14 

B. AmI::o.u:iU tlon ; 

en 

»" 

,,50 Caliber: 9050 rda 
Grenadest. eS9 
RPGt 552:ros 
Morta:cst 27}2 rds 
Artil1eryt 235 rds 
Rocketst 20 rds 
MiM2: 42 
Small .lms:: 410t080 rds 

Weapons: 
Individual: 10;6 
Crew SeNed: 81 

~laohine:::y~ 
Ric<£! Sh:lrteN 1 
Buck Saw: 1 
Biaycle:s: 16 

E,. !.j.ve Sto~kt; 
J?1gs: 101 
Chiclt.ena: 27 

Fp li\teli: 
Kerosene:, 45 g~llona 
Uil: 17 ga.llons 

G~ Ri~et' 20608 tons 
COl:'J.U 45.0 lbs 
Oats 3: 2000 lbs 
Trea~ 200 pack;a 
N·;)odlea: 1 bundle 
Japanese SpSlS"betti: 42 Ibs 
Pr~-Packed Shrimp& 1 can 
Fi~h Oil: 1 gall.oll 
Cooking Oil: 1 gallon 
Sugar; 325 ills 
Sal t: BOO los 

1 

Ho 182 Geart. 
Bed;;!li: 28, 
Gaif; l".:s.skg:: 126 
Magazine Pouclle$~ 191 
Cartridg~ Belts: 1;5 
CMteeu.S:' 61 
J.Vleas Kits:: 109 
Pon~ho~$' 2; 
Helmet8~ 1, 
:tNA Belts: 300 
Mosquito ~!ets:, :2 
U1'!ifOl:ms::' 1506 
Ma.g.azin~s!', ;20 

,. Document Batches:. 224-•• 
Jo Medical:: 

Drugl'} (Assorted) Ii 50 lbs 
SUx'gi~a1 lnstnmen1;r.ls-

6 X 10 gal C·~,£lS 

SteriLli :uing GMr:;: 
7 X 10 gal cans 

Ko E"~losives~ 
Satoh~l Charges~ 59 
TNTg :;. boxes 
Fuze Coord~ 300 m'eters 

Lo El~ct~ical Geart 
CQmm \l/ire~ 18 roles 
Batteries (Assorted.)::: 22 
GetJlerators: 1 
Tr~nsfo~m~rs~ 30 
H~ei'yy Duty Fu'Zes~ ;} 
Heavy 1)1.11[;.1 Cable: <50 £t 
Radios (Chicolii& 'l'.Ype/:. 4 

H~ Tools; 14 B.ats consis.tin,g 
of: 
Plierl3:: 14 
Wire L"uttel.·8~· :; 
Cof.OOl Tools: 12 
Cleaning Tools~· -4 
llicks:; 44-
Scr~.r Dri ... ers~ 6 
Chhels: 9 
Axest 2) 

:EN C10SlJRE (29) 
GON1"IDlhNTIA1· 

DECLASSIFIED 



I 

N. i;:iecellaneoufJ 'WeaDon .. and. lquipIR,nt 
Botts and. ArroWSI 
1 bow, 12 arrows 
3 cross bOWl, 29 boits 

i-'unji :Pits:' 2~ 
Halaysian Wh.i.pS& 2 
tiel,d Glassest e sets 
Typewri tel's: 4 
Oompusesl , 
Camerae&: , 
P1eld Phonee. 4 
Civilian Clothingl }2 bUAUes 
Radios (Obi Han) a 11 
Whiskey a 9 gallons 
16mm )o.ovift \:amel'asl 1 
Crude Ru'bbeN 000 l'ba 
Parade BannerlJI 1 
Booby Trapss 3:59 

2 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 
Pot. andi'ansa. "sets 
Si.S Maftuala' 1 
Black Boardst 6 
De, •• and Chairs' 50 Mt'3 
P:dntinc papera ,bun:Uef; 
&'J:'inting 1nka ,quart~l 
Pc:l'ot Lookerat 1. 
Map.s ,8, 
Flags, 6 
Fishing ~etBl , 
MimeograJb J.v.laohines.H 1 
Ch.ain sawe Ii 1 
Money: 

llYN, 2,000,000$ 
~,VN: 10,000$ 

BandagelU 150 lbs 
}I;Eldical Ki tat. 1(' 

DECLASSIFIED 
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& 
l>!lC 
O'{1 :J-'1,i)tI 

100b4~11 
1ij1'l~4H 
1 ~ 1 Ui:,:/Ol:{ 
19'\ ,(x)H 
1~n;it)H 
201~OOH 
~11 i,lOOH 
21160'::H 
2210308 
~)1UOOH 

2.a1~~OH 
jil:.!OOH 

J.-.N 
040945t£ 
041bWii 
ll;;12;UH 
U)M ~Olf. 

U7 1;.;,> 10li 
"00945H 
12091011 
, ~17}ali 
1912()OH 
210940H 

21~b2UH 

;)516 ,~itl 
L4160~,U 
2509008 

2b1300H 

2612,OH 

E/'t/5 
.'11/5 
't;/2/5 
jfiF 
1/,/5 
lV1/3 

l./~/5 

1)/1/, 

DECLASSIFIED 

• I 

i1QWLk'Hi« i~ Jt.!lW4cW1t~M'a 

I.iOYW'lli6~'* ,ili:t;U' ty ·AN'll \,: 4~l-fh/cOi'K MIX 

AT ~5~5~' 
AT !j~55~O 
J.; 216415 
I,;C 1 tJ44 14 
I).:, 1b2415 
'IJ; 18139~ 
.,t 217416 
:~ 162}S2 
d. '9443} 
.1.' ;'18400 
4/..: 1b5583 
it; 2~9420 
,J,; 17~Uij 

'U,; 204 2~5* 
oJ.f 14,H~ 
,~ 1b7465 
..,;, 172464 

.'IJ.l 164)41 
AT 95ti517 
IIJ 166449 
~ 203245 
,,£ !..6 '1 ;~8 
lL' 100450 

(:,). 07140t:! 
f)..' 0"[140t3 

"',,' 06 543} 

'.:J; 0844~ 
... 

.:£ 140271 

50-'(0 tOlns ,rioe 
:20 'tons rice 
l1o"lpital site 
Aid Station 
;Pl'iII on C &Ill):) 

BUla csmp j 26 buts/bunkers 
Bae~~ C_): I &0 buts/bunac.em 
Baa,;t cam~; 55 huts 
an :1 i. t!QiJe camp 
Aid stdotioJ'l 
liq (~omplex; 150 ol.ln~ra, huts'" tunnels 
Hl.lt & bunter 0 omp lex J 2'/ buts. ti bunke rs 
l.arj~e hu.t & bI.lnJter clo4plex. ~ I <J..: t 

:lO IroapS 

l'or'tified. position (4U bum.era> 
Hut cvmplell, 1 I,;~w.;, 1:a blV", IIlapii 
.s88l~ camp 
2 w~dergrou.nd witters. 1b6 1 W\) de. 
} ~;:)~ 
Hut complex; 14 he. 8IIIIIlO &: mise gear 
122··ti2JDm rounds 
Hospital complex 
weapons CaCM. 19~ .IW '" 5 I.!Jv.(.; 
12 buts, 4 bWlKers,1oo fighting o(;lel:J 
2 hllts ft 90~ 000 rounds Ali. aJI!D!Q, ~6 
MS of blU, ~7 Cases ti:aollil l Hlfj ~~..J~'! 
2 l ~)O man nuts) ~ (1';) lI1an .tw" ;,'1 

nad bunters 
j.ari~ 811110 glich~; 3j-75Iu:. 
!\l( lUis, 224-82Jill1 llI1S, 1 :;>-1 ,b. _,,'1 .' 
d7b .U'G BAs, 2 C6ties ammo 
.BasEl camp,; 2; h\4h &e 25 figbt ing holes 
20 tluts, IU tons ri~e, 9 lw..: 
M(9~)()n,laDIJIlO each",. ) JioK"47's, 30 C&Seu 

U2IIII11 lUIs, 5-122 J:tkts ~ 16 -1_ Hit RUB t 

-'<> lij)U Rus 
AJIIII(f oache. 240 Wll o2ulo 4tiU &is ~i., 
,2-'15mm HIt Me 
lieSEI C&lDP J 9 U\4ts wi to b\uaQrs, 
J mt~s""'b.alls 

DECLASSIFIED 

.ti.tt~"U;.iUM (,0; 
CONiJ.J).j;J~rr 1 Al", 
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DECLASSIFIED , • • t", () NI1'lJJl!afl1 At 

IlN l!Ilf uiauKW6.t:£~ii, ilill"'~. ~62~Lgoo>w~ 
Jall .. 
2~5H 1./1lj ~ 115401 MeQio&l ()it,obe & 6 hC 
~H1~}OH 1/'/3 ~ 1322bb Baee c-l~' 2} huts, 4 I~, mise gear I 

191200B e/ll' '1& "2446 
.. medioa:L i8&r 
aobool O()Dlplex,/bospital &rea, 10 

A/1/5 
hu ts wi tit! bWlkers t bl40k'bo &rd, 1 1\1,(; 

29:NjOH AT 67650b 7 tons· doe 
)11415H 1/';/3 IJ,; 095'~41! ,01 niah platfom. with ladder, 
)H400H 1-;;,,; 'i£ 116~4 10 huts &: OP toWQr 40' high 
to'::;! 
O'!4~~H ~/}l; 1£ 061;15 Compl.) J 9 tl.ut ~ with bunkers. 15 IWC 
(i::!1"OH 1J/1/7 Jr ~S4519 02 .. 2 tOIUJ rioe 

iaT 987519 
U'11,ooH ,/2/, iJJ 044240 Old j'ren<)h steel bridge 
H1~,OB i/~/; :.£ 064209 lkmker cc>mplex with 4!12 VU & Ch100m 

I118ps 

2 • 
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DECLASSIFIED 

• 

Tab 1(.'/.) .i?roba.b.:.~ ';Chicken Ooop" 

.I( B) ~v A,.' ,.; .. , 2"-' r~ \~l.i.('l.rte i.-a 

t/~C) PrlaoJl(H.' 01' ~·f.iJr Co.~f'Ounct 

j(D) Bille ting ,\}:en 

j(~) Base Cam~. 

AI') Ba.se (! a:r;.;l' 

Aa) Baae Camp 

"/(H) Base Camp 

J(l) Base Cump 

J(J) Base Camp 

1. The tabs to t •. tl.i~ enclosurft 'conta.1.n ake'icbes ana descdJ,t.ior.;:} 
ot' unusual or repreuoantative tlpes of dwelli1\B8, structures ana. 
ooatple)rel! wlc~lvered in the Base Arelh 

~. IUring the operation, 204 cfAUp.lexee were discovered arid 
d>ft~troleo.. The sketche~, includeQ .m this report, attempt. to desc:ribe· 
tht! tYPflS of cOlllplexl3~i-I"'I;l'g!At\:I.Mtion GDeountel'9d. where appropriv.w? 
verbal. descriptions: !:,{'I", L'" ;'!./..r)fo:'i!. 

DECLASSIFIED 

J!l!j\;W;J\)~ (33) 
'.;Old .. 'llJarlAL 

. ',\',V'~ 
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o 
t'I'l 
C'l 

~ 
r.n 
r.n 
~ 
t;:j 
o 

~--~ -~-

CON~IDENTIAL 

k_i~'. __ . 

~~-...-. .~ 

~.~~;-~~~~~~~ 

:~-~~,,-,~~~~ ~" 
;,.:::.-~~ =-"" I~ ~-==- ~:=-
-~~fE=-·-~~u·~ ~~. ~. ~:3-~ ~;;lI 

." ~ ~.~ -- ~ --~ -.~ ::: .JjJlP~ 
Y.:'\ - _,:L -'-= . ~ 

PROBABLE "CHICKEN COOP" 
DISCOVERED BY 1/3, IN BASE AREA 112 

DEC 68 - JAN 69 
OPERATION "TAYLOR COMMON" 

.. ::." 

~: ~:~ 

~ 

e 

TAB A 
ENa...OSURE (B) 

PREAlRED BY 
TASK FORCE "y" 

G-2 
" 17 FEB "1969 

" 

o 
t'I'l 
C'l 

~ 
r.n 
r.n 
~ 
~ o 



o 
t'I'l 
C""l 

~ 
rJ1 
rJ1 

~ 
~ o 

CQNFIDENTIAL 

NVA IVC LIVING QUARTERS 
COMPoSITE DEPICTION OF HUT 

NORMALL Y ENCOUNTEREE> WITHIN B.A. 112 

-4 'A:"- .' 

~ f~ f·\\:~1J 
f •. 

_ ...... 't ,,_ .... _..,1 {~to" 
t ' . .~ ~ ~- t' , . "': : . ~~ 
~~ ~.' .(: ~ l 
~'''' ..... 

.. L· 

..7:, "'7.:-1 
:hi.7""·;,~I.;~~V 
-;;iff ",#:P~';i:, 

.~- t'li 1Ir·.· .' <" 

,., .'jl 'if' ~. ~;\ ;1; 
~ r, .'~ .. ~ 

fj ,-
".d~_ _,;~ _ • -'. 

_~;,i~ __ --:--~~~' .~~ 

~~ ./ 
~,-..--. 

J"- ~ __ ... 

'/t­., 

---7:... 
---:~ ... BU'~KER 

- . --~~... ENTRANCE 
.z~ r:- :::"'..: ~, :.~ -

-; ...,--;.;;#' 
-~-~ --------::=--~_-~ J ~-~--

-=~ =- --~-~ --~-~-~-=-- .--- -_ - ~. -.: ___ J'" 

OPERATION "TAYLOR COMMON
II 

PREPARED BY 
TASK FORCE YANKEE. 

G-2 
17 FEB 1968 

TAB e 
ENCLOSURE(" 

CONFIDENTIAL 

" 

o 
t'I'l 
C""l 

~ 
rJ1 
rJ1 

~ 
~ o 



DECLASSIFIED 

""";';;'"b. cons;.~'.~ac ,of 1 d hOl.:;;t,;;k.H?)": 

:.:2:: .. >~,;~~\'.t'7i.y ~~t: ~~ :~i>!f ~ ff\ll)or~ ~}f ~:agef3 
-. :.~~J:", r ';:"";:~~;' 7~~C\1 r~ .. d ~li1i,tn \I U:'lioJS 1; 

·35(!:t5~J!, ,,~oA~,t~~l.11.~ing (';H&1:0.'1: 

\<IeX'~ c::{yt',$itr'<-AO tfffi. <of hf',W:'" 

1 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

I 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

• • 
Date Discovered, 2ODoc66 

Unit, C/1/"f, 

D~scription' 

1. Area consisted of i-well used trail, 1 .. 1argts 1.(,0 k:fll. h(:'.~Gh, 
\litrl firE;'yl€\ce:s, pig pen ancl.IDisoellaneous gear. 1-12Ix24' bU\~dt&r~ 
'r:i.th ;1.U'll"\'). le,f\dir~ into it. 

1 

DECLASSIFIED 

Tt.b (D) 
Bl~L\i,,~.;}r..;tl:; \}}) 
O()£, i,',j ~).;;i~ ::' I i1 

I 



TAB 0 
ENCLOSURE (Y) 

DECLASSIFIED 

<? D~Qa~ __ . 
D~ 

o 

I~S 

D 

I 
. J~ ahrEYARp 

~ 
i& b 40~ 

DECLASSIFIED 

I 



DECLASSIFIED 

• • 

'}, )<' ht)" t;.;"bi(!,~ .I.'lfMie 0 f wr,'QO\, ~,\, ::," t ~ ';>.1.' i. ,t;:l;.:,.; .I>, I"ol~;t:; Jl,&.(~l',. 

hoot.l.i:h c<lJi.it\.t,,+<'t tli,bJNt et'lQ i;~h.!-I)&:$ .. Tn'" I!I1:Efh '~'1Il1,' ~!t,\ ... M'::1 10··fi.rp:tac,es, 
,I() (~ ~~,:\",}; (. ;~i". '.{-, , '·!l;1i t,h ;t.'",: ,U!jJ, t.:~ .;;.;' 6(.1 t,;E,;3 ,,'($ ;':'"'' '."i'.\ ,;.1, t. tj.~d b..t~n 

'bllrnlil ;; , ;,,'~ , .J;. ',~! r,t' !~, to bei '-le ... .,.,., .. a 010." 

DECLASSIFIED 

'" ,')Il'} : E) 
',li~. al',I~;'~~, ()5) 

~~~(JL'N:'T'~: ~"~~\I~:l AL 
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o 

o 

iii -CCWEJe- 9»onCIR~ 
0- RUI1" '8ONKE RS 

o - FOJCHoI..E$ 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED 

TAB E' 
ENCLOSURE (J'1) 

I 



DECLASSIFIED 

• 
11$*" @6 w,'tlf. W~J..B1& ,ijOSrlT6lt 

lJate l)ieooverech O}Jan69 

Unit, E/2/5 

OoorcUnateS • ~ 161449 

l)Etsc r1ptiona 

1. Area oona1eted of 20 bute 'withbur.Kel':5 ana kl(>L", L':"pital~ 
~eal"Ch revealed 1 SlW rine. 1 grease gwl, and Dliscellanaous; 'laG 
gear. 

DECLASSIFIED 

Tab (F) 
I1lNCUli.iUliB (3) 
CONF IDENTJ Al, 

I 



• 

I • , 
• , 
• 
I • I 
• 
I 
• I 

f 

I 

'.' ,.) 

.a 'aw 

DECLASSIFIED 

C 
f\ 

"0 
D 

WPR 
E2Z1- CL~SI<Xlt 01' WjjJ 

n .. lWD 

IlIJ - MESI HUT 
• - 0I"10il'8 HI$i 

C - CO'S HUT 

1m !' C L.Ao':i~B<XIl 
", 7 iJULL HUT 01 BILL­

Sll*: 01 SfILts 

'IlImw 

~#////#/#//// ~,....~ 

DECLASSIFIED 

_lAIC. 'f0 
IUIIUI 

TAB f 
ENCLOSURE (1J1 

I 



• 

tlni t. HI 2hl 

llooruiDfite», :tJ.:. 18/.4 "f2 

liHacr1pt1olH 

DECLASSIFIED 

1. Hoctc,b iu 18'x1~' {lij.IpI'O:t..1I1lfol.tct) wit" , ... " ,;'.lri"':" l,.·.\ ...... ( ;.1 

1 E!ft rear (i(lJ.'llf:1' alla. on r1~ht aide of bootoh..;!~ fI,td,> ,,1; I"'.~ ~GlJt~ 
Len pElople. W:m !.;b, WSIf 1.lllall fer $Jeeping. 

". l:1oot-;:h j.[l 6 W x10', no hl.lnLI.n:'fI, used {o'\' "l<leIi.'Jj.hlt :; ~m,llhH" 
than 11, but bptter oonst.ructed. 

3. HOOle h nad ~en bu.rl'l~ii. contains largt.'! I:)\lldo;~)r:' c"".ve.b16.Q l' 
holding '~:.! ~,eop.l." .. 

4.. /:I.()()ti!h 151 1~'x1~1, pr('lbable messhall, o~ntl.lrlE·J ~:tQ\"e, ~.be.lVi'l'8, 

fi'ttl wod. OOJ~ta.ins turmel lor\oii'led. wi ttl logs. 

). lie" bfj",~n bur·n€i.ll 0ut. but nU:d tunnel approXil16i"d . .)' , (.:1 h,fic,', 
.... j.\. ze 01 w .. " i3:~) I x. r: I • 

0... bUl."lj~'}.u. .. ,ut out revp.rU.s an incomplete t,W".J'le'l .11':; nc~r·J.A"l C(bL--nel~ .. 

. Ji ze I'J f rw.~,t'~b s2' l:b' • 

7.. H,)}~,'.r. bUiCn(~~j O~J.t witb b1.mt{~.r. in Ilcrtllwest CQrlii.tjl", Hl1d 
r~c,; c.t(.n:·,:; .. ·:;,·, .. ~~ .. r ;;" in dil'litwt·(·~r next t.(l hOlit0h. 

DECLASSIFIED 
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1. 1.'b,(.it'!hlhi roof, ititchel'l DB"" tbe,t,I.IU't.;1 vaU~i J:<J~1 ,~'C.ai!JI"J"!v,,"i. ~Yr 

st.7'Uc~t:kN btl-d no ",alb • .AJlP!"Oxime.1~ d~ 'J88 1t! l .l20'11'U l:dgb. 
I' ro bab~, U~H~Q S\.S Illest:! ball. 

2. H(H;"Cch b:fiG c:elhr witb. 1."'0 rirel)l.e,C,·~S and l"ifit! Jt8C:ts. 
~'l(llO;t· was dl .. rt with loss and no waUs, tnf,Whed. roc,!.. ,A.pp,l'O>::illlste 
S l:1R.lI6as W'x 16 1 xtP Dish. 

,. Hut hi'll tna,tcb0d, root with valls on t~e 3id~s, o.u,g .:I.!!lto 
h.in",ide~ ContHi:t1t!"'Q rice bill. ';'Pl~roxiuiat.e size \laS ~t lt~' x3'~ bigh. 

4. Th~s hootcn it. identical. t.) 12, E-xoept floor wes at ground 
hvt!l a~ .. M wi ttl logs. Had thatcheli roQi' and. no walb. APV1"'Ox imate 
dzellti!ls ~2'x~61. One K-44 rifle 'was found insiat.~. 

). Hur~tchep. V8~J Slppro:dIllRtt~17 1?'X~6'1~21 high dth. t.h.:,'tcMct 
roc!' 8ii!d. n.o w~H~. &.tilt much the same as hootohee 2 and 4. 
;:;sti'lllst~ thst it U8G b~e~ vacnn.t appl"l::.l~~J!l"'tf\'ly~(.) days. 
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U""t. ",I'll"r:. ..... Sl>f",} 

Coordinato:3S 'IJj, 1'/4446 

Deocript \ol'lt 

1. 'roo Bas" (.:amp oC<)UF,~d llifi illXt'.f." ~')(l)J:;;, ;~~t.eJ,'~l, it ,.;t"U.r,~,,,,.~~ 
or 6 hootcnes witb hI to l~;'bun~r!Jf le~ge e,.ougn t.o hold 100 troO)J~. 
'fh& c~.p I~h~o cont ;j,iri~i;i washing and nellod i'<iiJ.CilUitU,h .A. struetu.re 
01' rartil..:'l.ilar i'!l",~.r~:it w~ con,gtl'u.;,ted. beneath a large bolder. 'l'1oI¢ 
61id-aitlor.;_ '\,'.".,~ !': r,ftil:la St.l'uctl).re 8.I'e includ.ed.. 
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Date Ili 800yereda 28Jie068 

Un1 h 'iii 2/5 

Ooord.1Aatest ZC 1854 'S4 

UucriptiO&U 

DECLASSIFIED 

1. GeMral n..odptl.na V111 ... located. 14 a y.~ at .. p _ 
narrow draw with a l1li&11 tacky .tre. running vest to aaate Village 
is 50 meters bl 100 m.,\er. located on north side or at"_o 

(a) Hootch A\IIlbl!t~8 1 and. :2 were tor al.8p1ne about. 10 to 15 
IIlftn, one table in each w hootch .. 1M.lured 8xlO Iletel'a. 

(b) Jioot¢b n\lllloer } vaa olose<l an4 bad. no windows. 5 
weapon., 2 rifles, , 1 t.gbt machine guna were to\Ul4. A bu.nker wu 
fo\,md under the hootch OQ~tainil'l« :NVA packe, c_ra., 1'&4108, other 
p.ersonal i teae. gt:n.t~tur. waa const-Noted of bamboo and was 8uO 
lIeters: in 81s •• 

{c) Hootch nuabel' 4- was an open hootch with Ileep1ng rack~~ 
000 hble, two benches Met bunker l~nd.er hootch oonta1AiDB flags, 
::.0.,1 personal gear. StrllC~ur. vas lOxl5 lIetara ~n aise. 

(d.) t>i\Wb·~1' 5 is " fO\lAaatioA tor hootch. area cleared wiV 
lA.un. s:1K\~ braaee UJ.'. l~O bunker. 
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CONFIDMI.Al. "I, -(W-lMDj tldP'AI') 

~ab (A) - OVerl", ot LaDdilp IOnes. 

1. Tna fe-Hoving ia a .U·.t ot l:iLZla 1n Base Area .112o .. The 
aize sone &lid lJ(trt1nen~ d .. ripti •• int'omstiCll, where aveilablep 
is s1r,o int' T)1!~.ld" Tab (A)d1epl.,e ib6 HLZ'a. 

~A'n~ 
1. ~ 016,2, 

2. 'jJ; 018~28 

,. 'if:, 025}2, 

4. :r.c 02440, 

5. ';J; 0'7425 

6. ~ 0'8424 

1. '& 04~tlO 

t;, :i.e 04548, 

9· 'J£ 056293 

100 U; ~2" 

110 :I~ 0662,4 

12. '1£ 0712" 

1~o ~c Ob22'5 

14 .. 'J1,; Ob7,19 

150 ~ Ob3478 

160 I:C 095463 

17~ 't;C 099491 

18. 'i£ 107254 

19· 'j£ 111240 

J1a 
Good bca. 

Oood 2~H-46 

POOl' 1:xCH-46 
:', '1"lli 

1xCll-46 

Good. 2-3JfJ1I-46 

PlRTlOlt 
Str ... with br1dse 

PON in riYer wiih .ta ... baae 

Ioab orateI' with stWDps and bruah 

Gentl1 llopiDg hillside 

lIIxoellent 1XGH-46 Elepbant sr888 2 .. :S teet 

1'001' 1».;8 .... 6 

11001' 1~1l-46 

1~R-46 

1xCH-46 

1XCli"46 

1~a-46 

Jotul ti-Cll-46 

Oood. 1XCH-46 

Good. 1 :aC1l-46 

1l1Cll-46 

1xCH-46 

ltlair 1:&08-46 

QOOQ 1xCu. ... 6 

On alope, large rooks on gl'Ound 

on hillside 

Sandbar on river 

loaD orater on billsieie 

Qrae81 hU 1 top 

'lat, ,rea' 6 Ito hiSh 

Manmade zone on ridgeline 

}-4 n elepnant sraae 

R1clgel1De t level a_allie zone 

01cl rioe paa.q 

6 tt elephant ,r .. a 

1 

DECLASSIFIED 

r ,:" 

r 

" ,t i~~~;~~ 
.;~~ 

i'.' 

.< 'j,." 
~,,~rl';:·:.~ 

N • '~-\r': . 

. ~~~ 
.~~. 

~~:'~:;~~~' 

., . 
. ~--+ 

i . 
I ' , 

·'1: 



DECLASSIFIED 

.' • 1 
' " 

" 

CctiFIDENTIAL 
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LOOATICIt SIZE D~IIf'n~ • 20. m 112249 Emi'-46 
"',',.:-,:',' 

l1at n!Qi7 tt 'arU$ I •. 

21. m 1l$4ll bOH-46 ":~:,,' l';'t,~paa.: 

22. m 136267 Good ~H .. 46 Burnt: otf area, • 

23. ZC 130$13 2xCH-46 Rice pacldy, 

24. m 142256 Good 1PcOH-46 , it elephant grass 

2,. ZC 14,413 Excellent Multi Q~-46 'FSB Dagger Hill 10,0 175'x200' 

26. ZC 141$17 2l1CH-46 Small shrubs on ~lat ground 
' " 

"'.' 

27. ZC 156273 Good bCH-46 12 it grass (Reo'd AA on extract) 

" 
28. m 1,2,24 Good Multi OH-46, Flat, no obstacles 

29. ZC 162276 Good lxCH-46 12 rt grass 

30. ZC 163,26 l:JCCH-46 Flat with grass 

31. m 170280 Good lJcCH-46 Smdbar 

32. m 17,,24 Good lxCH-46 CIDa Of • 33. ZC 164297 Good Multi OH-46 Grass 3-, tt' next to river 

34. zc184401 Good Multi OH-46 Top of hill 5S8 

35. m 180515 lJcCH-46 Bomb crater, surrounded '01 4', brush 

36. ZO 191311 Good lxOH-46 Stream bed, 3-4' grass 

37. ZC 190337 lJcOH-46 Cleared LZ 

38. m 201,)63 Fair lxCH-46 Shrubs 3-6 it 

39. ZC 203356 Fair lxCH .. 46 Elephant grus 

40. m 207539 Multi CH-46 Rice paddy 

41. ZC 211494 Good lxCH .. 46 4-6 it elephant grass and sparse brush 

42. ZC, 217$13 Good lxCH-46 Top of ridge line 
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44. J..T 8fJa4t-i7 kulti -CH-'4 tdC{II pa4d,r l, .. 

/: 

45~ J:~ B,(!!;453 c.:.()d lJA;i-46 JtUltop -.one 
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46. ..i!)! ~4147 ~ GC.ClCl. 1~\JH-4b lht cieiioted. in. ~r~olure { ) 

47 .. ~.~ 01741Ci 4'_J· '150' )'~.J 'h,"AiAWK 

48. 2C 02H36 ;,O'x5U t HiJMA4;Hi7tS 

49. "." .. ", (,,25344 65'x115' ~'Uj ~i.IIilll 

51)0 ~l.": Ob.S'91 5Q'x1~' 1":;.11 IHOA»3WOID 
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50" ZO 09(.1416 ixGl!·~.~ '~IKUWm 

,IJ· a: 09!',461 1x.C.d-4b 

6t'~ zo 099494 2v.(;b-4b .~ Jr..a .... ~ I, 
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10:~. "~; 104418 1 Xi.: Ji-46 {l108S 53) 
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